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[Read the story of Cain and Abel from Genesis 4:1-16.  Choose someone to represent Cain, the ghost of Abel, Eve, Adam, and God.  Give them large name tags.  Choose a group to be the jury.  Tell the rest of the congregation that they are the gallery at the trial of Cain.  Explain that you are the lead prosecuting attorney and that you will now give an opening statement to the jury.]

Ladies and Gentlemen of the Jury:

Here sits before you the notorious Cain, the first person to be born of a woman.  Why his own mother, Eve, declared at his birth that she and God had cooperated in a miracle, the bringing of a baby into this world.  She named the baby Cain, which means “to have,” “to possess,” “to hold.”  But as you will see, though Cain wishes to possess nothing less than God’s good favor, it eludes him, through no fault of God’s good wishes for him, but because of his heart’s evil choices.

This same Cain, who is given every freedom by his parents and by God to shape a happy life for himself, has crafted instead a most heinous crime.  He has murdered his dear, younger brother Abel.  We shall bring evidence against him.  You will come to see that, despite being given every opportunity to overcome his jealousy, his rage, his despondency; he acted with malice and aforethought to deprive his angelic brother, his generous brother, his favored brother - of his most precious possession, his life.  

Oh yes, Cain, the possessor, could not curry favor from God for his sacrifice, carelessly and begrudgingly given.  God much preferred Abel’s sacrifice, given generously and willingly from a heart of love.  Swimming in cold, calculated jealousy, Cain, cunningly chose to take from his brother and what would have been his brother’s descendants, a future life, a future family, and a contribution to humanity’s development.

We will call to the stand his parents, Adam and Eve, and through examination of their testimony prove to you that this scoundrel Cain was reared by ones who, when given the chance to do right and to chose good, instead chose to disobey God and trespass upon God’s good graces by taking and eating the fruit from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.  Yes, Cain’s parents, took what did not belong to them.  This is a matter of public record.  Examination of these parents will demonstrate to you that this willfulness, this pride, this self-centeredness is a family characteristic that shaped the character of this criminal mind.  For we will show that Cain, the son of these willful takers, willfully took the precious life of his own sweet brother.

We will also call the ghost of Abel to the stand to show you the purity of heart and trusting nature of this boy whose only crime was to give to God the first and best of the work of his hands.  Abel will readily confess to you that he honored Cain’s invention of personal sacrifice to God.  He made no claims that such sacrifice was his own idea, but publicly recognized his brother Cain’s invention.  He sought only to join Cain by participating in this unique act of sacrifice to God, but only after Cain took for himself the honor of going first.  As befitting a younger brother, he waited and offered his gift to God second, only adding to his sacrifice the further gift of a loving and contrite heart.

Finally, we will bring God himself to the stand.  He will tell this court how he was moved by Abel’s gift.  He will testify that Abel gave his very best to God as an act of faith and devotion.  In contrast to Abel’s gift, God will testify that Cain did not give of his first fruits but of the leftovers of his crops and with a begrudging attitude that betrayed his heart’s desire to only appease God rather than to please God.  God, who sees the heart, will tell you plainly that he preferred Abel’s gift to Cain’s.  He accepted both their gifts, but Abel’s he favored.  Did Cain learn from this experience?  No!  In contrast, Cain grew jealous and bitter and despondent.

God, who sees the heart’s contemplations, will testify how he went to Cain privately and confronted him about his dangerous attitude.  God will tell, quite plainly, that he warned Cain to abandon his jealousy and bitterness.  Yes, God warned Cain that he must not abuse the free will with which he was born by choosing to acquiesce to evil urgings.  God will tell you, that he even likened this temptation to a wild animal crouching at his door and ready to pounce upon him if he opened the door to it.  God warned Cain not to assuage his inner turmoil by indulging in murderous intent.  Yes, God told Cain if he opened that door, evil itself would be upon him with such ferocity that death would make it’s unwelcome appearance upon the world stage and suffering would overwhelm him and his descendants.

It is the contention of the prosecutor’s office, that this man, Cain, did ignore God’s advice and did willingly choose to do violence to his brother.  Furthermore, we will prove the case that this was not an act of passion, not a rash deed, not a sudden compulsion; but that this most treacherous murder was an act of premeditation.  Evidence will be presented that Cain did nothing less than plan this murder.  We will show that Cain did lure his brother Abel into a lonely field in order to murder him at a time and a place of Cain’s own choosing.  In a futile attempt to hide his crime, Cain buried his brother in that field.  But the ground in which Abel was buried will even give testimony to having been disturbed from it’s natural life giving duties, in order to embrace the lifeless corpse of this innocent one, Abel.  Abel, who trustingly followed his brother into that field, did not know the evil lurking in his own brother’s heart, but loved him even as Cain, in calculated murder, stuffed out the goodness in his brother’s heart.

Oh, when the facts and testimony are examined by you, ladies and gentlemen, your hearts will be broken by the betrayal, by the heartlessness, by the selfishness of this horrid crime.

And one last piece of testimony will be presented that will demonstrate the lack of conscience, the total self-preoccupation of the accused.  God will tell you of an encounter with Cain after the murder during which God inquired as to Abel’s whereabouts.  Without remorse, the accused revealed his lack of empathy and compassion by saying, “Am I my brother’s keeper?”

“Am I my brother’s keeper!?”  Such a response shows us the state of mind of a sinner.  He did not care about his brother!  He was only in it for himself.  He took no responsibility for the welfare of the other fellow, even when the other fellow was his own brother.

Since there is no death penalty, we will advise banishment, and suffering, and worry be imposed upon the murderer.  We will advise that he be marked in such a way that all will recognize him for the sinner he is.  Such a mark will also give warning to others of the dangers of choosing evil,  of giving in to temptation, of violence, of sin.

In the course of the trail, we will note the failure of Cain to recognize the following spiritual truths:

-
the importance of giving God our best;

-
the power of sin to destroy our lives;

-
the encouragement and freedom we have from God to choose well, to choose what’s right, to live by faith;

-
the consequences of suffering and loss that come to those who choose evil;

-
the important value of looking out for the welfare of others.

In conclusion, let me say that as this criminal proceeding begins, I am not only confident in the outcome, but hopeful that this case serves as a powerful lesson to those who will take heed.  There are those in the jury and in the gallery who will wonder at the opportunities that were given to Cain to avoid this tragedy.  There are those who will cringe at the forensic details of this crime.  There are those who will feel pride in their own goodness as they compare themselves to the defendant Cain.  

And yet, I wonder! I wonder!  Who among us, even now, is turning a deaf ear to the warning of God that sin is crouching at our door?  I wonder!  Who among us is ready to give in to our baser instincts?  I wonder!  Who among us will reject the way of Cain and take the way of Abel?  Will take the way of Christ?  Amen.

