Bethany Church
May 25, 2007

A Weekly Message from Pastor James Bolin

Dear friends:

A couple of hunters chartered a plane to fly them into forest territory.  Two weeks later the pilot came to take them back.  He took a look at the animals they had shot and said, “This plane won’t take more than one wild buffalo.  You’ll have to leave the other behind.”


“But last year the pilot let us take two in a plane this size,” the hunters protested.


The pilot was doubtful, but finally he said, “Well, if you did it last year I guess we can do it again.”


So the plane took off with the three men and the two buffaloes.  But it couldn’t gain height and crashed into a neighboring hill.  The men climbed out and looked around.  One hunter said to the other, “Where do you think we are?”  The other inspected the surroundings and said, “I think we’re about two miles to the left of where we crashed last year.”


So, this really scary guy gets into the building and comes into my office, shuts the door and grabs my hand.  “Hi, I’m Keith.  Let’s pray!”  There was no interaction, just “let’s pray.”  So he’s got this death grip on my hand and he starts praying.  It’s a real phony prayer, a caricature of a genuine prayer, and it goes on for about 10 minutes.  I am a bit unnerved by this character.  Half way through his prayer I’m looking around wondering what I can grab for a weapon.  When he was done, he asks me to pray.  My prayer is about 30 seconds.  I figured God would appreciate some brevity at this point.  I’m thinking “this guy is about to ask me for money.”  So I say, “Okay, tell me why you’ve come to see me?”  He starts ranting a little bit and finally gets up to leave.  As he is walking out the door, he stops, turns, and asks me what time the service is Sunday.  May God forgive me!  I said, “noon.” 

TODAY!  Rev. Robert Jones in concert at 7 PM at Bethany!  Tickets are $20 at the door!  $50 for a family of four or more!  Proceeds are going towards camp scholarships.


This Sunday is Memorial Sunday & Pentecost.  You can wear red if you like.  The title to my sermon is “An Elephant Never Forgets.”  There is no Sunday School.  Worship is at 10:30 PM.

Scripture to carry with you through the day:  “Finally, all of you, have unity of spirit, sympathy, love for one another, a tender heart, and a humble mind.”  -  I Peter 3:8
We worship at Bethany at 10:30 AM every Sunday.  We are located at 1375 Hiller Road, about ½ mile south of Cooley Lake Road.  Visit us at our web site:  www.bethanywaterford.org    My cell phone number is 248-722-4516.
