A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JAMES

March 9, 2007

Dear friends:


Have you noticed:  “People who try to improve things frequently achieve remarkable success in making them worse.”  – Anthony de Mello


So, it is such a glorious day, I decided not to wear a coat.  As I was leaving the house I had a cup of coffee in one hand and my briefcase in the other.  Just as I opened the inner door I realized that I had not tightened my belt enough . . . my pants started to slip down to the V-shape area below my waist.  I thought I had enough time to grab them but as I said, my hands were full.  I was trying not to spill my coffee.  I was trying to put my briefcase down so I could pull my pants up.  I was trying.  But it only took a split second for my pants to drop over my surprisingly skinny legs.  So there I was in front of the glass door, exposed to the world, caught with my pants down.  I quickly shut the inner door, pulled up my pants, and then peeked outside to see if any of the neighbors were out to witness the event.  Imagine my relief to find that no one seemed to be out and about, at least as far as I know.  It was probably just my imagination that heard the laughing in the distance.  You will be relieved to know that I started wearing suspenders today.


I read the most remarkable book.  It is an autobiography by Dorothy Day entitled The Long Loneliness.  Dorothy Day was a communist and an anarchist in the 1920’s.  She converted to Christianity and continued her struggle for the working class through the Catholic Church.  She co-founded a publication called “The Catholic Worker.”  Her tireless efforts to improve the lot of the working class in America bore much fruit.  When Dorothy Day died in 1980, the New York Times eulogized her as a “nonviolent social radical of luminous personality . . . founder of the Catholic Worker Movement and leader for more than fifty years in numerous battles of social justice.”  I was transfixed by reading her story in her own words.  


You are invited to join me for an introduction to Meditation tomorrow, Saturday, March 10 at 9:00 AM in the church Parlor.  It will be participatory and experiential.  You will learn how to turn your mind off, experience relaxation, and pray the scripture through a guided meditation.  Don’t be scared.  It’s good for you.  Just come.


Our Yard Sale has a name!  BETHANY BARGAIN BONANZA will be May 17-19.  Please start accumulating items for donation now.  Store them at home.  Beginning May 14, we will gratefully receive your donations at the church.  If you can help with the set up or the sale itself, call Amy Nelson at 248-623-1914.


We continue our Just Walk Across the Room series this Sunday, March 11.  In worship we will focus on “Living in 3D.”  It’s not too late to sign up for a small group for this series.  The list of available small groups is on our web site:  www.bethanywaterford.org   Come to adult Sunday School in the Sanctuary if you can’t come to any of the small groups.  Or, just come to the Friday night group I will be leading beginning tonight, March 9 in the Church Parlor at 7:00 PM.


Scripture to carry you through the day:  “A gossip goes about telling secrets, but one who is trustworthy in spirit keeps a confidence.”  -  Proverbs 11:13 


We worship at Bethany at 10:30 AM every Sunday.  We are located at 1375 Hiller Road, about ½ mile south of Cooley Lake Road.  Visit us at our web site:  www.bethanywaterford.org   My cell phone number is 248-722-4516.

