March 30, 2007

Dear friends:

            Meditate on this:  “When the sparrow builds its nest in the forest, it occupies but a single branch.  When the deer slakes its thirst at the river, it drinks no more than its belly can hold.  We collect things because our hearts are empty.”  – Anthony de Mello

            It seemed like a good idea at the time.  Some months ago I challenged myself to lose some weight by Apr. 8.  100 lbs to be exact!  Doesn’t look like I’m going to make it!  My penalty is to have my beard shaved off at the Fellowship Dinner on Apr. 15.  So, put that on your calendar!  On Easter Sunday, we’ll announce how much I actually did lose.  Those who pledged a $1 per pound lost will receive a bill after Apr. 15.  All money raised will go toward the church budget.

            I like this story:  Once upon a time there was an inn called the Silver Star.  The innkeeper was unable to make ends meet even though he did his very best to draw customers by making the inn comfortable, the service cordial, and the prices reasonable.  So in despair he consulted a sage.
            After listening to his tale of woe, the sage said, “It is very simple.  You must change the name of your inn.”
            “Impossible!” said the innkeeper.  “It has been the Silver Star for generations and is well known all over the country.”
            “No,” said the sage firmly.  “You must now call it the Five Bells and have a row of six bells hanging at the entrance.”
            “Six bells?  But that’s absurd.  What good would that do?”
            “Give it a try and see,” said the sage with a smile.
            Well, the innkeeper gave it a try.  And this is what he saw.  Every traveler who passed by the inn walked in to point out the mistake, each one believing that no one else had noticed it.  Once inside, they were impressed by the cordiality of the service and stayed on to refresh themselves, thereby providing the innkeeper with the fortune that he had been seeking in vain for so long.
            Help!  We need volunteers to help with the BETHANY BARGAIN BONANZA on May 17-19.  If you can help with the set up or the sale itself, call Amy Nelson at 248-623-1914 or at yardsale@bethanywaterford.org   Please start accumulating items for donation now.  Store them at home.  Beginning May 14, we will gratefully receive your donations at the church. 

           Scripture to carry with you through the day:  “Then Jesus cried aloud:  ‘Whoever believes in me believes not in me but in him who sent me.  And whoever sees me sees him who sent me’.” – John 12:44-45
SATURDAY (March 31) – FAITH MILESTONES LOCK-IN, 12 – 6 PM .  Bethany Buddies and their families will get together for children to discover a few of their faith milestones and learn more about our faith chests.  Bring the kids!  Fun!  Learning!  Games!  Food!

            We worship at Bethany at 10:30 AM every Sunday.  We are located at 1375 Hiller Road , about ½ mile south of Cooley Lake Road .  Visit us at our web site:  www.bethanywaterford.org   My cell phone number is 248-722-4516.

