A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JAMES
March 2, 2007

Dear friends:


“I have long since come to believe that people never mean half of what they say, and that it is best to disregard their talk and judge only their actions.” – Dorothy Day

I went to a Diversity Training session yesterday.  I am struck by how little I know about African-American culture and traditions.  For example, I am used to being called James or Pastor James at church or in the community.  Doing so is a sign of camaraderie and even intimacy.  Addressing me as such is never taken as a sign of disrespect.


But in the African-American context, one should address a Minister by their title, “Dr. so and so,”  “Rev. so and so.”  It is a great insult to do otherwise in public.  To refer to an African-American minister in public by their first name or by calling them “Pastor so and so” is a sign of disrespect.  A Minister’s role and office is highly regarded in the African-American community.  African-American Ministers have a great deal of authority and responsibility.  They often stay at the same church for a lifetime.  Therefore, there is a high premium on respect.


In fact, some African-American churches have “Pastor’s Aid Societies.”  Such a group would be attuned to the Pastor’s needs and well-being.  If an African-American Minister needed a new laptop or cell phone to do his work effectively, they would take the initiative to get it done.  When the white Pastors in the room heard about such groups, their jaws dropped in surprise (and envy).  I am determined to continue learning by engaging and discussing in order to build bridges of love, support, and respect.  

In our Meditation Group I will be using a book as our guide.  It is Sadhana:  Christian Exercises in Eastern Form by Anthony de Mello.  

You are invited to join me for an introduction to Meditation on Saturday, March 10 at 9:00 AM in the church Parlor.  It will be participatory and experiential.  Don’t worry, you won’t have to sit in the lotus position!  We will practice some basic stress reduction techniques and begin to explore how meditation can be prayerful.  Do come if you’re interested.  We’ll be about one hour.

Our Yard Sale has a name!  BETHANY BARGAIN BONANZA will be May 17-19.  Please start accumulating items for donation now.  Store them at home.  Beginning May 14, we will gratefully receive your donations at the church.  If you can help with the set up or the sale itself, call Amy Nelson at 248-623-1914.


We begin our Just Walk Across the Room series this Sunday, March 5.  In worship we will focus on “The Single Greatest Gift.  Our small groups are beginning this week.  You are challenged to make the commitment to be part of a small group for just these four weeks.  You can choose a small group at Grand Central.  The list of available small groups is on our web site:  www.bethanywaterford.org   Or, just come to the Friday night group I will be leading beginning March 9 in the Church Parlor at 7:00 PM.

Scripture to carry you through the day:  “Can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your span of life?”  -  Matthew 6:27

We worship at Bethany at 10:30 AM every Sunday.  We are located at 1375 Hiller Road, about ½ mile south of Cooley Lake Road.  Visit us at our web site:  www.bethanywaterford.org   My cell phone number is 248-722-4516.
