A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JAMES

 

March 23, 2007

Dear friends:

            Meditate on this:  “If it is peace you want, seek to change yourself, not other people.  It is easier to protect your feet with slippers than to carpet the whole of the earth.”  – Anthony de Mello

            You’d think I learn a lesson from past mistakes.  Sometimes I’m so hard-headed it takes two or three times for me to get it.  So, I was taking a stress test at St. Joe’s.  Everything was going fine until they cranked up the speed and elevated the treadmill.  I am now going uphill and walking as fast as I can all the while hanging on to the bar for dear life.  Just at this moment, when I am huffing and puffing, I feel my running pants start to slip down.  I had tied them off as tight as I could to prevent such a disaster, but they were slipping downhill anyway.  I couldn’t talk because it was all I could do just to breathe.  So I managed to get out a “help!” during an out breath.  Immediately, a nurse’s aid came over.  She didn’t ask me what was wrong!  She knew!  I felt her grab the back of my pants and hold them up until we finished the test.  As I was straining to finish the uphill climb and moving as fast as my legs could carry me, she leaned in and said to me, “don’t worry, it happens to old men all the time.”  Okay!  I get it!  I need to wear suspenders all the time!

            I am reading a theology book.  Big surprise, huh?  It’s called The End of Memory:  Remembering Rightly in a Violent World by Miroslav Volf.  Think of the memories you have of suffering or of being wronged by someone.  What do you do with them?  What about justice for the wrongdoer.  Why should I forgive?  Is it possible to forgive and forget?  Why would I want to do that?  Will God forgive and forget my wrongdoings?  Why would God want to do that?  What part does the crucifixion play in all this?  These are some of the questions Volf addresses.  After I think about this material for a while, I may develop some sermons on these issues?

            Our Yard Sale has a name!  BETHANY BARGAIN BONANZA will be May 17-19.  Please start accumulating items for donation now.  Store them at home.  Beginning May 14, we will gratefully receive your donations at the church.  If you can help with the set up or the sale itself, call Amy Nelson at 248-623-1914.

            I have really enjoyed our Just Walk Across the Room series.  This experience has been a blessing for our church.  This Sunday, March 25, we will focus on “Grander Vision Living.”

            Scripture to carry you through the day:  “Whatever is honorable, whatever is just, whatever is pure, whatever is pleasing, whatever is commendable, if there is any excellence and if there is anything worthy of praise, think about these things.” – Philippians 4:8 

            We worship at Bethany at 10:30 AM every Sunday.  We are located at 1375 Hiller Road , about ½ mile south of Cooley Lake Road .  Visit us at our web site:  www.bethanywaterford.org   My cell phone number is 248-722-4516.

