Bethany Church

June 8, 2007

A Weekly Message from Pastor James Bolin

Dear friends:

An old rabbi was lying ill in bed and his disciples were holding a whispered conversation at his bedside.  They were extolling his unparalleled virtues.


“Not since the time of Solomon has there been one as wise as he,” said one of them.  “And his faith!  It equals that of our father Abraham!” said another.  “Surely his patience equals that of Job,” said a third.  “Only in Moses can we find someone who conversed as intimately with God,” said a fourth.


The rabbi seemed restless.  When the disciples had gone, his wife said to him, “Did you hear them sing your praises?”


“I did,” said the rabbi.


“Then why are you so fretful?” said his wife.


“My modesty,” complained the rabbi.  “No one mentioned my modesty!”

So, for five consecutive summers I taught a six week course on Comparative Religion at Macomb Community College.  Then, last summer they got a new full time professor and he wanted to teach all the summer classes.  But this summer . . . this summer . . . they invited me to teach the course again.  Now, the Adjunct Faculty were just unionized.  I was forced to join a union – the MEA.  Now, since I am practically low man on the totem pole – anybody with more seniority can bump me out of a job.  However, everything looked good and I was preparing to teach the course.  Then, at the last minute, out of the blue, someone with more seniority than me came flying out of left field and bumped me.  Just like that, I was out of a job.  For days after it happened I’m told I could be heard mumbling these words to myself: “It’s almost enough to make me a Republican!”


Scripture to carry with you through the day:  “Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.”  - 2 Corinthians 3:17 

We worship at Bethany at 10:30 AM every Sunday.  We are located at 1375 Hiller Road, about ½ mile south of Cooley Lake Road.  Visit us at our web site:  www.bethanywaterford.org    My cell phone number is 248-722-4516.

This Sunday we will have our Fellowship Dinner after worship, so bring a dish of food to share.








