Bethany Church
June 15, 2007

A Weekly Message from Pastor James Bolin

Dear friends:

If you think you are what your friends and enemies say you are, you obviously do not know yourself.

To be properly wicked, you do not have to break the Law.  Just observe it to the letter.
So, I used to keep track of awards and recognitions.  I actually once made a list of my major achievements in life.  They were all career based.  I collected accolades as if they were a true measure of my worth.  A brush with death always cures a person of such nonsense.  I’ve had my brush, so I really don’t care about such things anymore.  Each of us, when we die, will be remembered for the love we did or didn’t give.  If your achievements are all by-products of selfish gain, they are worthless.  So now, I focus on loving people and offering myself in loving service for the sake of Christ. 
I have been active in giving away some loving service to our American Baptist denomination.  For the past six years, I have been helping those on the last leg of their journeys to Ordination as Ministers of the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  I have been doing this by way of serving as the Chair of the Commission on Ordination and Standing for the American Baptist Churches of Michigan.  So many people have helped me, doing this was kind of a way for me to give back something of what I have received along the way by helping others in turn.
Well, I recently resigned as Chair and from the Commission.  My colleagues refuse to let this pass unspoiled.  So, as a compromise of sorts, in place of making a fuss about all this at the next region event, I have been cajoled into receiving the unwanted accolades this Sunday, June 17, during the worship service at Bethany.  Rev. Ron Cary from the region staff is going to present me with something or other and express appreciation to the church for allowing me to serve in this important position for so long.  It’s nice to know I’m appreciated, but I fear excess praise.  Nevertheless, I am taking full advantage of Rev. Cary’s presence by insisting that he preach.  I have known him for 27 years and can say with authority that he is an excellent preacher.  You’re not going to want to miss this.

Scripture to carry with you through the day:  “What then are we to say about these things?  If God is for us, who is against us?”  - Romans 8:31 
We worship at Bethany at 10:30 AM every Sunday.  We are located at 1375 Hiller Road, about ½ mile south of Cooley Lake Road.  Visit us at our web site:  www.bethanywaterford.org    My cell phone number is 248-722-4516.
This Sunday is Father’s Day.  We have a gift for all the men who are present in the Worship Service.








