April 13, 2007

Dear friends:

            Meditate on this sarcastic remark by Anthony de Mello:  “I get a great kick out of serving you – but I still insist that you be grateful.”

            I always get the post-Easter blues!  Nothing serious!  Just a little let down after the excitement of Holy Week and Easter!  It takes about a week to shake it.

            So, there was a little boy at the Easter Egg Hunt who just moved here from Florida .  He was so excited because there was snow on the ground.  It was the first time that he had seen snow.  And as a bonus, we were doing the Easter Egg Hunt in the snow.  He was so happy.  The colorful plastic eggs stood out in sharp contrast to the thin layer of snow looking like a white carpet.  One little girl came up to me and said, “This is the best day.”  The Easter Bunny was on hand (a.k.a. Andrew Upleger).  I think some of the littlest kids were surprised that the Easter Bunny was SO BIG!  Nobody cried, but several toddlers ran the opposite direction when asked to stand by the Easter Bunny for a picture.

            I just finished a novel written in 1924.  It is the autobiographical novel The Eleventh Virgin by Dorothy Day.  It is a thinly veiled chronicle of her attitudes and experience before she became a Christian and later the founder of the Catholic Worker movement.  Newspaper woman!  Jailed for protesting with suffragettes (women who were campaigning for the right to vote)!  Nurse during the Influenza Epidemic of 1917-18!  Torrid love affair!  Illegal abortion!  After her conversion, she tried to find and destroy all the copies of this novel because it showed her in such a bad light.  However, a priest convinced her to stop that quest and let the book stand as a testimony of the life from which she had been redeemed and forgiven.   

            Help!  We need volunteers to help with the BETHANY BARGAIN BONANZA on May 17-19.  If you can help with the set up or the sale itself, call Amy Nelson at 248-623-1914 or at yardsale@bethanywaterford.org   Please start accumulating items for donation now.  Store them at home.  Beginning May 14, we will gratefully receive your donations at the church.

            Don’t forget!  This Sunday is our Fellowship Dinner after worship.  Bring a dish of food to share.  An added bonus:  you’ll get to see me without a beard!  Last time it was shaved off was in 1989.  Because I didn’t achieve my weight loss goal, my beard will be shaved off during the Fellowship Dinner.  You’re not going to want to miss this!  (Yes, I intend to grow it back immediately.  After you see me with a naked face, you’ll understand why.)

            Scripture to carry with you through the day:  “O Lord, you are indeed my rock and my fortress; for your name’s sake lead me and guide me.”  -  Psalm 31:3
            We worship at Bethany at 10:30 AM every Sunday.  We are located at 1375 Hiller Road , about ½ mile south of Cooley Lake Road .  Visit us at our web site:  www.bethanywaterford.org   My cell phone number is 248-722-4516.

