Bethany Church
June 29, 2007

A Weekly Message from Pastor James Bolin

Dear friends:

“The future ain’t what it used to be.”  -  Yogi Berra
To please an official, Abraham Lincoln once signed an order transferring certain regiments.  Secretary of War Stanton, convinced that the President had made a serious mistake, refused to carry out the order.  And for good measure he added, “Lincoln is a fool!”


When this was reported to Lincoln he said, “If Stanton said I am a fool then I must be one, for he is almost always right.  I think I’ll step over and see for myself.”


That is exactly what he did.  Stanton convinced him that the order was a mistake and Lincoln promptly withdrew it.  Everyone knew that part of Lincoln’s greatness lay in the way he welcomed criticism.

Last week, I attended a Worldviews course on American Religious Diversity at the University of Michigan – Dearborn.  In addition to lectures and discussions, we visited a number of religious sites.  At the Sikh Gurdwara the projector wasn’t working.  At the Hindu Temple, the person giving us the tour told me “everyone wants to use the kitchen, but nobody wants to clean it up.”  At the Jain Temple there were stains on the carpet.  It was perversely comforting for me to realize that all faiths have the same kinds of problems.
What is your favorite movie line?  I have several.  But my all time favorite is from the Clint Eastwood movie called “The Eiger Sanction.”  Clint and another mountain climber are hanging precipitously on a steep sheet of ice, poised to fall to their deaths.  Things look very grim.  Clint says to the climber, “We’ll make it.”  To which the climber responds, “I don’t think so!  But we shall continue with style.”  What is your all time favorite movie line?  E-mail me.  I’d really like to know.

Scripture to carry with you through the day:  “Now may our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and through grace gave us eternal comfort and good hope, comfort your hearts and strengthen them in every good work and word.”  - 2 Thessalonians 2:16-17
We worship at Bethany at 10:30 AM every Sunday.  We are located at 1375 Hiller Road, about ½ mile south of Cooley Lake Road.  Visit us at our web site:  www.bethanywaterford.org    My cell phone number is 248-722-4516.
This Sunday, July 1 – Patriotic Service!  Communion.  Free Coffee. 

















