BETHANY CHURCH

February 3. 2006

Dear friends:

 So, 1 keep telling people how exciting it is at church. Last Sunday at the end of our worship service, Lyle Schreiber had some chest pains. Tim Patterson dialed 911. We said a prayer for Lyle.  A doctor (Jessica Puckett): a nurse (Janet Gilbert); and, a pharmacist (Charlie Hughes) — gathered around Lyle to monitor him until the ambulance got there. The ambulance was there in 7 minutes. The EMT’s did a wonderful job. Lyle was taken to St. Joseph Hospital. I went to visit him in the Emergency Room. He was awake and talking. So I asked him, “Lyle, when exactly did you start feeling pains in your chest? Was it during the final hymn?” “Oh no,” he said with a smirk, “it was during the sermon.”

Lyle is at home. Chest pains were an attack of angina. He’s recuperating. Keep Lyle and Jean in your prayers.

I’m reading all I can on the beatitudes in preparation for Lent. This past week I read the book

What Jesus Meant: The Beatitudes and a Meaningful Life by Erik Kolbell.  Kolbell is a

clergyman and a psychologist. He used to work at Riverside Church in New York City. Kolbell

sees the beatitudes as attitudes to develop so that we will have emotional, physical, social, and

spiritual health. In speaking about dealing with difficult people, he notes that we sometimes feel

angry or upset. However, he states that the beatitudes suggest we turn the situation upside down

and “let compassion override pride in dealing with people we find difficult.”  Of course, if you’re

like me, you’ll have to practice this over and over until you get it right.

Well, we postponed our Annual Business Meeting last Sunday because of all the excitement. So,

immediately after worship this Sunday, we’ll have our meeting. There will be child-care.

(Popcorn and a movie in the big Sunday School room.) Don’t forget to pick up your copy of the 2005 Annual Book of Reports at Grand Central.

We will share in Communion during the service Sunday. We are going to view and talk about a short film by NOOMA called RAIN featuring Rob Bell. You’re not going to want to miss this.

See you in church on Sunday.  10:30 AM.

Get up early and come to Sunday School at 9:30 AM. Tim & Julie Patterson are leading a group

on “Marriage” in the fellowship hall; and, Joann Shulte is leading a group on “The Gospel of

John” in the sanctuary.

Remember, it’s exciting being in church on Sunday. I wonder what is going to happen this

week?
