BETHANY CHURCH
November 17, 2006

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JAMES BOLIN

Dear friends:


So, on the morning of Rachel’s wedding it was discovered that the fake rings on the ring bearer’s pillow were missing.  Somehow, during the rehearsal, they had fallen off.  I went through the church and searched high and low for the missing fake rings, but could only find one.  I needed two.  So, I decided to check out some Dollar Stores for some cheap fake rings.  There were none to be found.  Then I hit upon an idea!  I’ll go to Joann’s Fabrics!  So, I present my dilemma to the nice ladies working there, and they take me to an aisle with wedding paraphernalia.  They didn’t have one or even two fake wedding rings.  But for $3.95 I could have a bag of 100 fake wedding rings.  “But I only need one,” I said.  “Couldn’t we just take one out and I’ll pay you .04 cents for it?”  When they stopped laughing I suddenly realized that we were not negotiating.  They were very sweet to me, but made it clear that since my daughter’s happiness was at stake, I would do well to spring for all 100 fake wedding rings.  So, that is how I came to buy 100 fake wedding rings when I only needed one.  Therefore, for a limited time, I’m having a special on fake wedding rings.  Just come by my office.  They are just .04 cents a piece.  Or, you can have 10 for .40 cents.  Or, I’ll give you all 99 for just $3.91. 

This Sunday is Thanksgiving Sunday!  My sermon is entitled “With My Whole Heart.”  It is a meditation on Psalm 138.  

You should have received a 2007 pledge card in the mail.  If not, please call the office and we will forward one to you.  Pledge cards can also be found in the pews, the office, and at Grand Central.  We need to hear from you about your 2007 pledge by this Sunday.  Otherwise, we will be calling you on the phone because we have to know what we can expect in order to form a budget.  The Stewardship Team meets on Monday, Nov. 20, to finalize the budget and will be sending it to the Church Council which meets on Monday, Nov. 27.  After the Church Council approves the budget, it will be presented to the congregation on Dec. 3 for their approval.  But in order to do this, we need to know what you plan to give in 2007, so please do let us know by this Sunday.


We are phasing out our AOL account.  It will not be operative after Dec. 31.  Please start using our new e-mail address:  office@bethanywaterford.org 
