Bethany Church

May 26, 2006   

From:  James Bolin

Dear friends:

So, I’m doing physical therapy because of that sciatic nerve problem.  This female physical therapist fills in yesterday for my regular therapist.  She shuts the curtain and puts this leather device on herself that straps to my leg.  With this rig, she is able to lean back and put traction on my leg without hurting herself.  Well, being in traction was such a relief that I started muttering things like “Oooooh!  Aaaaaah!  That feels so good!  Please do it again!” and so forth.  After a couple of minutes, another physical therapist sticks his head in the curtained off area and says “What’s going on in here?”  

I read the book Peter, Paul, & Mary Magdalene:  The Followers of Jesus in History and Legend by Bart D. Ehrman.  I like the way Ehrman writes.  He does a lot of research to get the background of his subject, although I don’t always agree with his conclusions.  It’s obvious that he is most fascinated by Mary even though he admits we know the least about her.  He says, “Mary may not have been Jesus’ lifetime partner, spouse, and lover; she may not have had children with him; she may not have been the reformed prostitute of later legend who became a model of chastity for women to imitate and follow.  But it could be argued that she was the most important person in the early history of Christianity, that without her declaration of Jesus’ empty tomb, the male disciples themselves may never have been inspired to proclaim the new religion.”
Our book club discussed the book Life of Pi by Yann Martel.  I highly recommend it.

This Sunday is Memorial Sunday.  My sermon is entitled “Who do You Remember?”

If you haven’t made your reservations for the Women’s Tea on June 3 at 1:30 PM, it’s not too late.  Call Nona Bos at 248-886-8615 or Nancy Maxfield at 248-698-1393.
News about Connor Maxfield:  he is doing much better, but please keep him in your prayers.

May you have a safe Memorial Day weekend.  Please take time on Monday to stop and reflect on the sacrifices that have been made by men and women of our armed forces for your benefit.

James Bolin

