BETHANY CHURCH

March 3. 2006

Dear friends:

So, we decided to hold the Ash Wednesday service in the Fellowship Hall so we didn't have to heat the sanctuary. The ashes had been prepared by Joyce Hice by burning the palms from last year’s Palm Sunday service. In order to get the ashes to stick to your forehead, I have to add a few drops of vegetable oil to the ashes and mix it up. Well, I had the ashes in a glass bowl, like a dessert dish you would serve sherbet in. Now, I want to remind you that we just put brand new carpeting in the Fellowship Hall.

Have you ever seen a person at a party holding a glass of liquid with his left hand? Then

somebody comes up and asks the person what time it is and without thinking, the person turns his wrist to look at his watch and spills his drink on the floor? Well, that’s what I did with this bowl of ashes in my hand. I got distracted, turned my wrist, and about a third of my ashes spilled onto our brand new carpeting. I stepped over the mess so that it was behind me and so no one in front of me would walk in it and proceeded with the ceremony. I was afraid to look at the members of the carpet selection committee who all had a front row seat to observe my mishap.

After the service I began apologizing for my faux pas. It was sort of a continuous apology that was beginning to be annoying. So a member of the committee said to me. “Everybody’s saying the same thing James.” “What’s that?” I said. “Everybody’s saying, I’m glad it was him and not me.” I understand that the committee has voted to provide a drop cloth to put under me for next year’s service.

I got it for Christmas. It’s called The Christian Handbook. It’s delightful. It’s whimsical. It’s informative. It’s fun. Drawings and charts and short explanations are used to illumine such topics as:

         How to Find a Church

         How to Get to Know Your Pastor

         How to Respond When Someone Sits in Your Pew

         How to Sing a Hymn

         How to Listen to a Sermon

         How to Pass the Plate

         How to Stay Alert in Church

         What to Bring to a Church Potluck

         How to Pack a Diaper Bag for Worship

 If you want to read it, I’ll loan you my copy. It’s a hoot!

This Sunday is the 1St Sunday in Lent. We are going to consider the 1st Beatitude of Jesus, “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the Kingdom of Heaven.” Our service will be extra special with music by the Joy Mechanics and our own Rachel Sparling. We will also observe

Communion. Sunday School is at 9:30 AM and Worship is at 10:30 AM. See you Sunday.

P.S. If you haven’t joined a small group for the 6 weeks of Lent, let me encourage you to do so.

I will be leading one of the groups tonight in the parlor of the church at 7:00 PM. You are

invited to join us.

