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March 31, 2006

Dear friends:


So, Go Tigers!  Monday!  Don’t call me from 4 – 6 PM.  Go Tigers!


Thanks to the Tuesday Night Small Group who rented a truck and took some furniture down to the Hurricane Katrina Evacuee Family.  We are still looking for an electric stove and a double bed.  We also could use some items like toilet paper and laundry detergent.  If you can help, call me at 248-722-4516.  


I’ve been reading a book called The Divine Conspiracy by Dallas Willard.  Willard is a professor at the University of Southern California’s School of Philosophy.  He is a theologian and evangelical Christian.  His book is quite the rage at the moment.  When I got a copy I immediately went to chapter 4, which is on the Beatitudes.  He gives a whole new interpretation.  I’ve not read it before in any commentary (and I’ve read a lot of them) nor have I heard anyone preach about the beatitudes in the way he approaches them.  He says, “Beatitudes are not teachings on how to be blessed.  They are not instructions to do anything.  They do not indicate conditions that are especially pleasing to God or good for human beings.”  Whoa!  That’s different from what I’ve been taught.  He goes on to say, “The beatitudes simply cannot be ‘good news’ if they are understood as a set of ‘how-tos’ for achieving blessedness.  They would then only amount to a new legalism.”  So, I said to myself “so, tell me what they are?”  He went on to define beatitudes this way:  “They are explanations and illustrations, drawn from the immediate setting, of the present availability of the kingdom through personal relationship to Jesus.  They single out cases that provide proof that, in him, the rule of God from the heavens truly is available in life circumstances that are beyond all human hope.”  Not following him?  He illustrates by saying that when we put ourselves under the rule of God – God transforms our heart attitudes.  And that’s what matters to God:  the attitude of our heart.  That what’s makes us blessed in God’s eyes.  The beatitudes and the parables only illustrate this.


This Sunday we are going to explore the fifth beatitude of Jesus:  “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.”  Mike Wooster is going to play his cello during the choir number and the special music.  The teens are going to lead us in one of the songs they like.  And, we are going to see a short drama called “Chopsticks” starring Dave & Brittany von Behren.  It’s the first Sunday of the month, so we will also be observing Communion.  See you at 10:30 AM on Sunday. 

P.S.  Set your clocks forward 1 hour before you go to bed on Saturday night.  “Spring forward in the spring!”
