Bethany Church

July 7, 2006

From:  Pastor James

Dear friends:

So, my next door neighbor, let his three twenty-something kids have a party at his house on the fourth of July.  The group went out in the street in front of my next door neighbor’s house and shot off fireworks.  We went out to watch, partly out of wanting to see the show, and partly out of concern that they might catch our house on fire.

Well, right at the start, one of the kids shot off an errant rocket.  It went across the street and two doors down and caught a shrub on fire.  (I got a glimpse of what the burning bush might have looked like to Moses.)  Well, they put the fire out and went back to their fireworks show.  My next door neighbor told us he’d go talk to the neighbor in the morning.  Well, he didn’t.

About noon the across the street neighbor with the scorched shrub learned enough from other neighbors to discern the source of the rocket’s red glare.  So with a red glare of her own, she confronted my next door neighbor.  She wasn’t a happy camper.

I wasn’t there, but I heard that my next door neighbor told my across the street neighbor that he wasn’t responsible.  He said that the rocket didn’t come from his property (which is true because it was shot from the street) and that none of his kids fired the rocket (which is true because it was one of their friends.)

So, the neighbor called the police and my next door neighbor gave them the same story.  His message was clear:  “I’m not responsible.”  When my wife Kathy heard about it, in the interest of soothing neighborly relations, she went to talk it over with our next door neighbor.  He made it clear to her that he wanted us to back up his story.  Kathy told him “no.”  She told him he was responsible and that he should make it right with our across the street neighbor.  The across the street neighbor is absolutely furious.

Now my question to you is this:  what does it mean to “love my neighbor” in this situation?  What do you think?

I finished reading this novel called Aloft by Chang-rae Lee.  It’s about a man who is about my age.  His relationships with just about everybody are not good.  This is because he is so isolated and into himself.  It is only as he makes real connections with his loved ones that he is brought to full humanity.  This is another post-modern novel, but this one has a sliver of hope.

The Baptist Identity:  Four Fragile Freedoms by Walter B. Shurden is a short, concise book that underscores the freedoms championed by Baptists through the years.  This book is important because some of these Baptist distinctives are being marginalized or even lost in our time.  I’m thinking about doing a four part study this fall during Sunday School on this little book to re-acquaint us with our Baptist roots.

News!  The Monday Bible Study Small Group is going to continue through the summer.  We have been exploring some of the Psalms.  You are most welcome to join us at 10:15 AM.  We run to about 11:30 AM.

THIS SUNDAY:  Outdoor Worship at Hess-Hathaway Park.  10:30 AM.  Afterward, we will have our annual picnic.  We will provide hamburgers and hot dogs and table service.  You will want to bring a dish to share and your own drinks (no alcohol please).  You can bring your own meat to grill if you choose.  We will have a bounce house for the kids.  There will be games for all ages.  We’ll leave a note on the church door in case you forget.

Pastor James

P.S.  Check out our website:  www.bethanywaterford.org 
