BETHANY CHURCH
July 28, 2006

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JAMES BOLIN

Dear friends:


So, I ran into Rev. Steve Lewis yesterday.  He told me this story.  He said “I was driving down a two lane highway doing just under the speed limit.  A guy in a pickup truck came up close behind me and started honking for me to go faster.  I wasn’t about to go faster and risk getting a ticket, and so I slowed down even more.  I could see his red face in my rear view mirror.  Finally, he was able to pass me.  As he blew by, I gently tooted my horn to the rhythm of “shave and a haircut – two bits.”  When he finally got in front of me he put his arm out the window and gave me the finger.  Then he looked in his rear view mirror to get my reaction.  Just as he did, I smiled at him and gave him a finger right back – a big thumbs up!”

I have been asked how it is possible for me to read a book every week.  When I’m home in the evening, instead of watching TV, I read.  I don’t get to read every night because sometimes there is church work to be done in the evening.  But at least 4 nights a week I read between 8:00 PM and 10:30 PM.  Now, I can read most books in about 7 hours, sometimes 8 hours.  A quick look at the math will tell you that I can easily finish a book a week under these circumstances.

Last week I read an exciting book called A New Kind of Christian:  A Tale of Two Friends on a Spiritual Journey by Brian McLaren.  It’s about a Pastor who becomes friends with a high school teacher named Neo.  This high school teacher has some ideas about how it would be possible to be a new kind of Christian.  Such a Christian would recognize the post-modern context of society where suspicion and nihilism dominate.  From there this new kind of Christian would embrace the values of the Kingdom of God so as to be personally transformed into a follower of Christ with the credibility and concern to, in turn, be a transformative force in the lives of people who are without hope for a meaningful future.  The book is a fictional tale.  It’s not really a novel, but more of a dialogue.  Anyway, it is quite good.  If you want to borrow it, I have a copy in my office I’ll loan out. 

This Sunday Kathy Lewis is going to sing during worship.  [Yes, this is the same Kathy Lewis who is married to the Steve Lewis mentioned above.]  We will continue our series on OLD TESTAMENT STORIES THAT HAVE SHAPED MY FAITH.  My sermon will recount the story of “Jacob and Esau.”  You’ll not want to miss this one.  See you in church Sunday at 10:30 AM.


Keep up by visiting our website at www.bethanywaterford.org 


If you are off doing summer things, don’t forget to send in your tithes and offerings.
