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Dear friends:

The God of Small Things is a novel by Arundhati Roy.  Roy was raised in Kerala, India, a Christian enclave that traces its roots to St. Thomas who is said to have evangelized the southwest coast of India.  Roy sets her novel in Kerala where she paints a picture of a Christian Indian family caught in the inconsistency of having a Christian heritage while living in a caste (class) system.  The novel focuses on two children (twins) who are innocent and loving.  They come to be emotionally crippled because of the deprivation of love and understanding at the precise moments when they are most needed.  It is a real page-turner.  Shocking really!  In fact, Roy has been charged with obscenity in India for characterizing a cross-caste romance.  The way the grown up twins finally come to grieve and begin healing is also quite controversial.  I liked the book though.  You may not.  Read it if you dare.

Daughter # 2, a.k.a. Rachel, has set a date for her wedding – Nov. 4.  She and Dan are going to get married at Bethany.  Turns out with relatives all over the country – we are centrally located.  We are so happy.  I am a little worried though.  Last Sunday, Kathy (who is enthusiastically helping Rachel with some wedding planning) and Michelle Richardson (who is getting married on July 1) went together to a Bridal Convention at the Palace.  Now, they said they went in order to learn ways to save money on a wedding.  However, from the brochures they brought back I wondered if what they actually encountered wasn’t rather 1001 ways to spend money unnecessarily on a wedding.  For example, Kathy came back with a free sample.  It was a 3” flat, round, piece of chocolate on a stick with her face printed right on it.  The idea, of course, being that for the wedding you would put a picture of the bride and groom on these chocolate lollypops and give them away to the guests.  Now I ask you, if you got such a chocolate lollypop, would you be comfortable eating a picture of the bride and groom?  The one we got at home with Kathy’s picture on it remains uneaten.  Even Kathy can’t bring herself to eat it.  I suspect such chocolate novelties would be shoved in a drawer for safe keeping until they melted or crumbled.  I haven’t shown the chocolate lollypop to the dogs yet, but I’m sure they wouldn’t have a problem.

This Saturday, at 9:30 AM, there will be a joint Men’s & Women’s Breakfast in our newly remodeled fellowship area.  You are invited.  Please come and enjoy the food and fellowship.

Sunday, you are encouraged to attend one of our excellent Sunday School offerings.

(1) In the sanctuary, Joann Shulte is leading an interactive discussion on the Gospel of John.

(2) In the fellowship hall, Tim & Julie Patterson will begin a six week series on “Marriage.”  You can come with or without a partner.  

During worship, at 10:30 AM, we are going to talk about “The Gift Nobody Wants” (It’s not about the chocolate lollypop!)  Kathy Lewis is going to sing.
Our Annual Book of Reports should be available on Sunday for you to take home and peruse.  Our Annual Business Meeting will be right after worship on Sunday, Jan. 29.

