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February 17, 2006

Dear friends:

So, a little boy, eight years old, from down the street came over for a visit.  Sometimes he just comes by because both his parents work a lot and he is all alone.  We have taken him on some outings, with his parent’s permission.  Sometimes he just comes by to hang out.  Well, yesterday he came by and he had a big black eye.  “What happened?” we asked.  He said that he was playing at a friend’s house and an icicle hit him in the face and caused a black eye.  All he wanted to do was cuddle with Kathy.  Should I be suspicious?  What do you think? 

Michelle and Jon took 9 - 4th--6th graders to Camp Lael last weekend.  5 of the kids made public commitments to Christ.  Praise God!

Don’t forget the Men’s Breakfast at 8:30 AM on Saturday.  We will meet at Albert’s Restaurant on Elizabeth Lake Road, just south of M-59.

I finished Bruce Feiler’s new book called Where God Was Born:  A Journey by Land to the Roots of Religion.  It’s part memoir, travel guide, and theological reflection.  I loved it.  He travels to places in the Bible and describes his journey, his discoveries, and his insights.  His exploration of David and Jonah were eye-openers for me.

His earlier book called Walking the Bible has been somewhat of a sensation.  There is also a video that he has made of Bible sites and his reflections about them.  Beginning April 23, Nelson Haynes is going to lead the Sunday morning adult class that meets in the sanctuary and show video clips from this DVD and discuss a bit of Feiler’s presentation.  It will run for 6 weeks.

If you have been reading along with the church Book Club, the next book we are going to read is Lipstick Jihad:  A Memoir of Growing Up Iranian in America and American in Iran by Azadeh Moaveni.  We will meet to discuss the book at Panera’s on M-59, Thursday, March 16 at 9:15 AM.

This Sunday, I begin a two part series on Heaven and Hell.  So, we are going to sing hymns and songs about heaven and explore what the Bible has to say about what happens when we die.  Joyce Renfrow is going to sing a special musical number.  Hope to see you Sunday at 10:30 AM.

Al Bendert is being installed as Pastor of Cherry Hill Baptist Church in Dearborn Heights on Sunday, Feb. 19 at 3:00 PM.  You are invited to come.  Directions are available at Grand Central.  I will be preaching the Installation Sermon.

I am looking for someone who would like to prepare a Spaghetti Dinner for Ash Wednesday, March 1 for about 45-50 people.  If you are interested, please give me a call at 248-722-4516.

This Sunday, February 19, is my wife Kathy’s birthday.  When you see her in church, please wish her a happy birthday.  Thanks.

