BETHANY CHURCH
August 25, 2006

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JAMES BOLIN

Dear friends:


Yesterday, Julie Patterson and I attended the 2nd Annual Governor’s Faith and Community Based Resource Symposium at Cobo Hall.  The day long event featured some inspirational speakers and some very practical breakout sessions.  I came away with a better appreciation for the Faith-Based concept.  I didn’t have a good handle on how such things worked.  I also realized that in some ways Bethany is already a faith based partner with groups like Haven, Lighthouse, Open Door, and other non-profit groups that are providing human services to people in need.  I also believe that their might be some areas where we could begin an emphasis or two that would spill out and be beneficial to the surrounding community.  I look forward to talking with folks about a couple of ideas that have some potential.


I am so excited about a book I read called The Most Famous Man in America  The Biography of Henry Ward Beecher.  It is a very interesting portrayal of one of the leading figures in the movement to free the slaves in the 1850’s – 60’s.  Although few people know him now, he really was the most famous man in America while he lived.  A brilliant orator, he held crowds spellbound with his charisma and charm.  He was a flawed man though, and toward the end of his career there was a scandal.  Beecher’s sister was the celebrated author of Uncle Tom’s Cabin – Harriet Beecher Stowe.  The book was written by Debby Applegate, and I highly recommend it.


So, can anybody tell me why 7-11 stores, which are open 24-7 and 365 days a year, have locks on their doors?

This Sunday, August 27, Joyce Renfrow is going to sing for us.  Also, Rev. Steve Lewis is going to deliver a message on the Old Testament story about Elijah and the Widow based on I Kings 17:7-24.  You’re not going to want to miss this inspirational service.  10:30 AM Sunday.


Keep up by visiting our website at www.bethanywaterford.org 


If you are off doing summer things, don’t forget to send in your tithes and offerings.
