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January 13, 2006

Dear friends:


Every night we put our two Chinese Pugs in cages for the night.  In the morning we feed them and put them out on a dog run to do their daily business.  This morning, I fed them and shepherded them upstairs.  Just before we got to the dog run cables, Sassy (that’s the girl Pug), had diarrhea.  As I tried to grab her to throw her outside, she evaded my grasp and began running and having diarrhea as she did so.  By the time Kathy caught her, she was spent and had left a mess all over the living room and hallway.  Just at that moment, the other pug, Pugsley (a boy), decided to get in on the action and went over and peed on my pants, which were hanging over a chair.  I say all this by way of explaining the necessity for my confession.  A short time later, after leaving Kathy with the mess, I composed myself long enough to confess to God my verbose profanity during the incident (which I’m sure He overheard anyway) and seek forgiveness for my outrageous outbursts, which, I am in great hope, were not overheard by our neighbors.  Furthermore, I was compelled to confess a murder plot that had formed in my mind concerning said dogs.  I realize that murder is wrong and that contemplating it is equally egregious according to the Sermon on the Mount.  So, after I repented of my sins, and to prevent further temptations toward such sins in the future, I decided to offer to you for sale two slightly used Chinese Pugs . . . cheap!  There is no price.  I will pay you to take them.  I will even offer to pay for the dog food for a whole year.  Think about it.  (P.S.  Don’t tell Kathy.  It will be our little secret.)

The Congregational meeting has been re-scheduled for Sunday, January 29 not January 22 as was first announced.

I finally finished a book I’ve been working on a little at a time for the past month.  It’s called The World is Flat:  A Brief History of the Twenty-First Century by Thomas L. Friedman.  He means by flat that we are all increasingly connected in multifarious ways by emerging technologies.  If you want to know why you get someone in India when you call for airline reservations or how UPS can deliver something you have ordered the next day, then read this book.  There is so much going on and so much that is going to change the world we live in so many ways!  It is enlightening, terrifying, and hopeful in one sweep.  I highly recommend it.

I also re-read the Screwtape Letters by C.S. Lewis this week.  Last time I read it was in college.  It is still a powerful book on sin and steadfastness in the Christian life.

This Sunday is Martin Luther King, Jr. Sunday.  Mike Wooster is going to sing.  My sermon is based on Genesis 4:23-24 & Matthew 18:21-22.  It is called “Spiritual Surgery.”  See you in church Sunday at 9:30 AM for Sunday School and 10:30 AM for worship.


Wait ‘til you see the fellowship hall and the adjacent rooms.  Our flooring project is complete and the area looks quite nice.  Thanks to Sue Pepper, the Space Needs Committee, and everyone who helped prepare the rooms.

Gracious God, help me to obey the command of our dear Lord and to love my enemies, even when they are dogs.  Amen.

