BETHANY CHURCH
September 15, 2006

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JAMES BOLIN

Dear friends:


So, today we said goodbye to Ben Wilton, one of the pillars of our church.  It was a celebration of life.  Before he died Ben said to Jeanne, “Life is Wonderful!”  We all rejoice over Ben’s 87 years of life on planet earth and life eternal with God.

So, Buffy is very comfortable driving now.  We are nearly ready to take the official driving test.  Only, the other day – as I was sitting in the passenger seat, and Buffy was driving – we encountered one of those awkward situations where the light ahead of you turns amber, and you don’t quite know what to do.  Well, Buffy drops her foot on the accelerator and jumps through the intersection.  So I say to her, “Buffy, that was a yellow light.  You’re supposed to slow down when it turns yellow.  Where did you learn that a yellow light means to jump through the intersection?” “Dad,” she said, “I learned it from watching you!”

My sister Jane gave me a Pulitzer Prize winning book at Christmas.  It’s called Guns, Germs, and Steel:  The Fates of Human Societies by Jared Diamond.  It took me several weeks to finish.   It was absolutely fascinating.  I learned about the “Optimal Fragmentation Principle”.  In a nutshell OFP means that societies and organizations (including churches) need to be sure that they permit and even nurture small groups that are free to compete and free to communicate for there to be optimal health and vitality.  There has to be some unity and structure but not too much.  When I read about this, I immediately saw the connection to our Team Ministry and Small Groups.  Maintaining the balance between Unity and Structure on one hand and Fragmentation on the other hand is the key to health and success with any institution.  Too much of one or the other stifles growth and progress!

This Sunday, Sept. 17, we will introduce our 33 Days of Stewardship program which will begin the week of Oct. 8.  This is an exciting journey about making and establishing priorities in our lives.  We all need help with this!  Help is on the way!

Sunday, we will also hear our choir sing, and Kim Wooster will present some special music.  My sermon is on “Daniel and the Lion’s Den” from the book of Daniel, chapter 6.  Sunday School is at 9:30 AM, and Worship is at 10:30 AM.  See you there!

P.S.  The Men’s Breakfast is Friday, September 29, at 8:30 AM at Albert’s Restaurant.
