Bethany Church

June 9, 2006

From:  James Bolin

Dear friends:

So, Buffy is looking for a job.  We went to Radio Shack because they had a “Help Wanted – Apply Within” sign on their window.  When she went inside, they told her she had to apply online.  So we went to CVS where they had a “Help Wanted” sign on the door.  She went inside and they told her that she had to apply online.  After that, we went to Pet Supplies and, you guessed it, - online.  So, we stopped ramming around trying to fill out employment applications and now she fills out applications on the computer.  Applications that are being processed in India - for entry level jobs at the corner stores.  WHAT’S WRONG WITH THIS PICTURE?

When I was in Seminary (1975-1978), I studied under the noted Baptist scholar Hugh Wamble.  One day he told the class about a book called A Short Declaration of the Mystery of Iniquity by Thomas Helwys (ca. 1550 – ca, 1616).  Well, it turned out that the seminary had a facsimilie publication of the 1612 book.  The facsimilie (photographed) copy had been published in 1935.  Still the 1935 book was rare and I had to go to the library’s secured area to read it.  Some of the things I read moved me deeply:

“Christ is king alone” (of my heart).

(There is no more) “unjust” or “cruel tyranny under the sun as to force men’s consciences in their religion to God.”

“Men should choose their religion themselves, seeing they only must stand themselves before the judgement seat of God to answer for themselves.”

“ . . . enjoy that blessed liberty to read and hear the Word of God in their own language and to pray in their public worship in their own tongue . . . enjoy this blessed liberty to understand the scriptures with their own understanding and pray in their public worship with their own spirits . . . ”

(The king and ecclesiastical entities do not have the power to) “command men’s consciences in the greatest things between God and men.”

“All who cannot of conscience yield (to ecclesiastical entities) may walk according to their (own) consciences and publish their defense against them . . . “

“For men’s religion to God is between God and themselves.  The king shall not answer for it.  Neither may the king be judge between God and man.  Let them be heretics, Turks, Jews, or whatsoever, it appertains not to the earthly power to punish them in the least measure.  This is made evident to our lord the king by the scriptures.”

Well, these are some great principles that have guided Baptists for almost 400 years.  What do you think about them?

Sunday during worship we will recognize our graduates for 2006.  Also, our choir is going to sing a lovely new piece by Natalie Sleeth.  After worship we will enjoy a fellowship dinner so bring a dish to share.  I understand that a group is going for a bicycle ride after dinner, so if you are interested, bring your bike and helmet.

Pastor James

