Bethany Church 

July 3, 2009

A Weekly Message from Pastor James Bolin

 

Dear friends:

 

So, Susan went to Las Vegas (actually Laughlin , NV ) for three weeks.  While she was there, she found some real clothes bargains at local stores.  She wanted to pick up a few things for my grandchildren so she called me.  She said, “Tell me the clothes sizes of your grandchildren.”  I immediately broke out into hysterical laughter.  “Clothes sizes?” I said.  “Clothes sizes?  I can’t even remember their birthdays!”  (Good thing my Dad reminds me!!!)

 

Tomorrow is INDEPENDENCE DAY because the Declaration of Independence was signed by representatives of all 13 colonies on July 4, 1776.  Thank God for their boldness.  Thank God for their willingness to risk their lives to secure liberty.  Thank God for their leadership.  Thank God for the people at the time who harkened to the call for revolution.  They secured for us a new way of doing government that does not depend on the old model of hierarchy where the king is on top, the nobles make the laws, and people have no say in anything.

 

Our Constitution begins with the words “We the People”.  Those three words insured a level playing field where we all have a voice in this grand experiment in democracy and freedom.  For me, chief among those freedoms is Religious Liberty.  Because of the acceptance and practice of this basic freedom we not only have the right to worship and serve God without government interference, but live in a country practically free of the kind of religious violence we are seeing all over the world today.  God bless America .

 

This Sunday, July 5, is INDEPENDENCE SUNDAY & OUR FIRST SUNDAY IN OUR NEW “SEASON OF VBS’.   There will be some patriotic music including special music by Pam McFarland.  My sermon will be on the first theme our children will explore on the first day of VBS in August:  God’s Love is a Gift – based on Romans 6:23.  The VBS program is called ROME AND THE UNDERGROUND CHURCH.  It will be August 3-7 at 6 PM each evening.  We are going to turn our church and yard into ancient Rome .  And, and . . . the children may actually may actually get to meet the Apostle Paul who wrote the letter to the Romans.  On Sunday, we will also observe COMMUNION.  See you at 10:30 AM.

 

Scripture to carry with you through the week: Jesus said:  “Love – bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things.” – I Corinthians 13:7
 
We worship at Bethany at 10:30 AM every Sunday.  We are located at 1375 Hiller Rd , ½ mile south of Cooley Lake Road .      

 

My cell phone number is 248-722-4516.  My email address is:  jamesbolin@bethanywater.org 

 

Our JUNE newsletter, the LINC, is now available on line!  Visit us at our web site:  www.bethanywaterford.org 

