BETHANY CHURCH

July 14, 2006

A MESSAGE FROM PASTOR JAMES BOLIN

Dear Friends:


So, last week I got creative while I was writing my sermon.  I wrote a sermon based on the Old Testament story of Cain and Abel found in Genesis 4:1-16.  After I meditated on the story and read all my commentaries, I thought it would be fun to pretend I was the prosecuting attorney in the trial of Cain for the murder of Abel.  My thought was to dramatically review the facts of the story during the prosecutor’s opening statement.  I was playing the part of the prosecutor.  The sermon would conclude with some theological points that I believe would benefit Christians trying to be disciples of Jesus today.  And . . . I thought it would be fun!

So, with an exaggerated style I laid out the case against Cain with such drama and passion that I may have defeated my purposes in using this dramatic device.  You see, I invited poor Al Temperly to sit at the defense table as Cain.  Others played the roles of Adam, Eve, the ghost of Abel, and God.  They were basically passive participants who served as props for my dramatic antics.

I presented the sermon, pointing to this character and that character who would be testifying in the trial about this and that.  I gestured toward Cain as I enumerated his family’s dysfunctions, his character flaws, and his bad choices.  Finally, I drew to a close stressing the theological gems I expected everyone to take to heart from this made up opening statement by the prosecutor in the trial of Cain.

I first suspected that I may have missed my mark when poor Al Temperly said to me afterward, “You really beat up on me today Pastor!”  I wondered if other people felt this, too?  I didn’t have long to wait.  Person after person made comments like these:

“How come you didn’t let Cain give his side of the story?”

“It wasn’t fair that Cain’s attorney didn’t get to make a statement too!”

“I’m wondering if Cain was really all that bad!”

It dawned on me that I had succeeded in making everyone FEEL SORRY FOR CAIN.  (Now, as an afterthought, it occurred to me to try to salvage some value from this sermon by re-interpreting my motives to include getting people to feel sorry for Cain because  he represents “fallen humanity” which is basically our own condition.  Alas, my conscience prevented me from doing so.)

So then, I went up to Tim Patterson, who is an attorney, and asked him how I did as a prosecuting attorney making an opening statement in the trail of Cain.  This is what he said, “That’s the kind of opening statement Jeffrey Fieger would make!”

If you want to read the sermon and judge for yourself, there are copies at Grand Central or you can find it on our website at www.bethanywaterford.org .

This Sunday, April 16th, I’m going to be preaching on the Old Testament story about Abraham attempting to sacrifice his son, Isaac.  (Imagine how I could traumatize church members by acting this one out!  Don’t worry!  I’m not going to do it!)  Anyway, we are going to have an inspiring worship service with good music.  (Sally Smith is going to sing!)  The teenagers are going to have their own worship experience in the fellowship hall.  And, we will have children’s church for the kids.

Hope to see you there at 10:30 AM.

Pastor James

P.S.  I have been asked to remind you to send in your tithes and offerings if you are not going to be at church on Sunday.  That would be most helpful.  Thank you.

