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Bethany Church

September 7, 2007

A Weekly Message from Pastor James Bolin 

Dear friends:

You can either complain that rose bushes have thorns – or rejoice that thorn bushes have roses.

So, I was at K Mart and I was looking for a shirt in the Men’s Section.  I found a rack with shirts on sale for ½ off.  Well, there was a woman looking at men’s shirts on the rack right next to me.  Blond, about 40, nice looking!  Suddenly, she strikes up a conversation with me.

            “What size are you looking for?”

            “3 X,” I say.

            “Here’s a nice black one,” she says as she hands me a shirt from her rack of clothes.  “It’s half off!  That makes it $4.00!  Where can you go and get a shirt for $4.00?

            I say thanks and I look it over.  It is a nice shirt.  Kind of what I was looking for, but heavy, and black.  But, I dutifully put it in my cart thinking that I’ll return it to the rack later.  After all, I didn’t want to hurt her feelings.

            “Oh, look at this one,” she says as she hands me another shirt.  That one will look nice on you.

            “Yeah, you’re right,” I say.  And it does look nice!  So, I put it in my cart.

            She adds two or three more shirts to her own cart and then turns to me and says, “I just love shopping here don’t you?”  At this point she comes at me with yet another shirt and this time holds it up against me and says, “now, this one complements your complexion real well.”

            I take it and put it in my cart.  “Thanks for the help,” I say as I start to push my cart away.

            She follows me and says, “What else are you looking for?”

            “Some shorts,” I say.

            “Well, here are some shorts that would look good on you.”

            At this point I thought, “why is this woman trying to get my attention?”  I ran down the possibilities.  1.  She’s hitting on me!  -  No, that’s a fantasy.  2.  She’s a psychopath and I’ve got a stalker on my hands – No, she’s just being friendly.  3.  She’s lonely or troubled or worried and needs someone to talk to – Maybe, let’s find out.

            So, I engage her in conversation and end up doing a counseling session right there in K Mart.  I promised to pray for her.  You pray for her too.  Isn’t it funny how people try to get your attention?  Who’s trying to get your attention?  [Later, I put the shirts back.] 

Come to Adult Sunday School which begins Sept. 9 at 9:30 AM in the sanctuary.  During Sept., I will be leading a discussion about “Being a Christian – What Difference Does it Make?”  The study will focus on 2 Corinthians, chapters 3-5.

This Sunday, September 9, during worship we will be blessed by the music of the highly respected artist Andy Mather.  He will play some original compositions and duets with our own Joann Shulte.  After the service, CD’s will be available at Grand Central.  We will also introduce our Sunday School teachers during the service.

The Monday Morning Small Group will re-convene in the fellowship hall, Monday, Sept. 10.  You are welcome to come and enjoy the fellowship and study.  Free coffee. 

Scripture to carry with you through the day:  Jesus said, “There is nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are what defile.” – Mark 7:14 . 
 We worship at Bethany at 10:30 AM every Sunday.  We are located at 1375 Hiller Road , about ½ mile south of Cooley Lake Road .  Visit us at our web site:  www.bethanywaterford.org    My cell phone number is 248-722-4516.
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