Bethany Church
September 28, 2007

A Weekly Message from Pastor James Bolin

Dear friends:

“Computers are useless.  They can only give you the answers.” – Pablo Picasso

So, I’m taking this class called “Spiritual Autobiographies” on Thursday nights at the University of Detroit-Mercy.  At the end of the class last night this girl, who is also taking the class, comes up to me and says “what is your last name?”  I say, “Bolin.”  She asks, “Did you teach a class on Comparative Religion at Macomb Community College six years ago?  “I say,” guilty as charged.  She said “I stand here today because of you.”  “You were one of my students,” I observed.  “Yes,” she said.  “And because of you and that class, my life changed.  Your enthusiasm for teaching affected me.  And because of that class a desire grew in me.  I decided to change my career path and prepare to teach Comparative Religion myself.  I finished college and now I am enrolled in the Master of Arts in Religious Studies Program with an emphasis in Comparative Religion right here at the University of Detroit-Mercy.  This is my first semester.”  “I am truly humbled and thankful that our paths have crossed once again.  Besides, you and I are the same,” I said.  “Macomb was the only community college that would let me teach.  I have an M. Div., which is better than an M.A., but most community colleges are being anal about having the M.A. so I decided to take the eight classes that are required for an M.A. and the University of Detroit-Mercy was the only school in the Detroit area with an emphasis in Comparative Religion.  This is my first semester too!  I’m looking to teach part-time in the summer and after I retire.  Isn’t it wonderful that we can share the same experience?”  And thus teacher and pupil become learners together under the guidance of even better teachers.  I continue to be amazed at the unexpected ways that God works through my life.  I drove home last night saying “God is good” over and over and over again.  I even said it out loud.  Why don’t you try it?  Say, “God is good.”  Go ahead!  Say it out loud!  Didn’t that feel good?  Hey, God continues to surprise me with good things everyday.  I am humbled by the way God works through me.  I am now praying for Tianna and that God will bless her desire to learn and to teach in the future.
October is going to be an exciting month at Bethany.  We are going to begin our series:  GOD IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK.  For six weeks we will focus our Sunday worship and our small groups on becoming aware of God’s wonderful activity in our lives.  Be sure to sign up for a small group experience for this six week period.  Make the commitment to deepen your spiritual life and sign up at Grand Central.
THIS SUNDAY, Sept. 30 – Joyce Renfrow is going to sing!!!  And as a special treat – Tom Pepper is going to bless us with music on the piano.  You read that right!  “Tom” Pepper is coming all the way from Grand Rapids and will play in the service Sunday.  In my sermon I am going to answer the question “What happens when we die?” 
Scripture to carry with you through the day:  “Do not speak harshly to an older man, but speak to him as to a father, to younger men as brothers, to old women as mothers, to younger women as sisters – with absolute purity.”  - I Timothy 5:1-2
 We worship at Bethany at 10:30 AM every Sunday.  We are located at 1375 Hiller Road, about ½ mile south of Cooley Lake Road.  Visit us at our web site:  www.bethanywaterford.org    My cell phone number is 248-722-4516.






