Bethany Church 

October 31, 2008 

A Weekly Message from Pastor James Bolin

 

Dear friends:

 

So, I’m getting physical therapy at home from this delightful lady named Michelle (30 years old, married, no kids).  She is very interesting and we’ve gotten off the subject a few times talking about this or that!  Well, she was in the middle of telling me about one of her relatives when she used an odd phrase.  She said, “Oh, wait ‘til I tell you about ‘my husband’s wife’.”  Then she started talking about someone who was obviously not her!  During her description, the phrase was used repeatedly!  “My husband’s wife!”

 

So, at one point I stopped her and got very quiet and said as gently and kindly as I could, “Michelle, dear, you are your husband’s wife!”  She had a puzzled look on her face for a moment, then smiled and said, “Did I say ‘my husband’s wife’?  I meant ‘my brother’s wife’.”  Then by way of explanation she offered “Oh, I do that all the time!”

 

The incident made me think of how often the opposite happens to us.  Freud pointed out, and rightly so, that sometimes when we are talking about other people, we are really talking about ourselves.  One time Jesus confronted religious leaders who were overly critical of people who were doing things they disapproved of.  Only, these infractions really didn’t amount to much.  Jesus wondered about the poor example these religious leaders were setting by their negative attitudes by telling them to pick the log out of their own eyes before they attempted to pick the speck out of their neighbor’s eye.  Do you see it?  When they criticized their neighbors, the religious leaders were really showing how blind they were to their own negativity and religious distortions.

 

Self-reflection, especially when we are upset or annoyed, is always in order so we don’t end up projecting our own issues on other people and so we do not get caught up in a critical spirit that says more about us than about the person who is the subject of our displeasure.

 

So, when I catch myself saying something odd or getting a dissonant feeling or being tempted to “go negative” I have started withdrawing inwardly to reflect on my own “logs” AND I also seek counsel and advice to be sure I am acting and reacting in positive ways.  This is a good exercise for all of us as we journey along the spiritual path.

 

Happy Halloween!  (a.k.a. All Hallow’s Eve!  It means the evening before All Saints Day, Nov. 1, a day when all the saints of the church are honored.)

 

Come to the Chili Cook Off & Harvest Fest on Saturday, Nov. 1, 6-9 PM .

 

Before you go to bed on Saturday night – set your clocks back one hour.  Otherwise, I’ll see you at an impromptu coffee clutch in the Parlor Sunday morning, because you’ll be an hour early!

 

Scripture to carry with you through the week:  “So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!” – 2 Corinthians 5:17
 
HELP YOUR CHURCH!  BUY MORE SCRIP!  AVAILABLE AT GRAND CENTRAL!
 
 We worship at Bethany at 10:30 AM every Sunday.  We are located at 1375 Hiller Rd ,  ½ mile south of Cooley Lk Rd.   Visit us at our web site:  www.bethanywaterford.org    

 

My cell phone number is 248-722-4516.  My email address is:  jamesbolin@bethanywaterford.org 

