Bethany Church
November 30, 2007

A Weekly Message from Pastor James Bolin

Dear friends:
So, should I be getting nervous?  I’m not at this point, even though my knee replacement surgery is on Monday, at 10:00 AM.  I’m going to get a state of the art artificial knee that has a lifetime guarantee.  If all goes well, I’ll be released on Thursday.  There will be lots of physical therapy in my future.

I can’t remember who said it, I think it was Josh Nelson, but when I pointed out that I had my cataracts done last year, my knee this year, and in two years I’ll need to get my hip done.  Well, after all that Josh said, “It’s like we are getting a new Pastor . . . one piece at a time!”
When you get frazzled because your “to do” list is longer than your day, take a deep breath, slowing breathing in and out.  Then, say “thank you Lord, for what I did get done.  Fill my heart with a “gratitude attitude.”  You have to cultivate it, you know, i.e. a gratitude attitude.  And the best way I know to do it, is to thank God for your blessings and your opportunities every day, even multiple times a day.  You can be a grump or a scrooge if your want, but life will be more tolerable for you with a “gratitude attitude.”  Try it.

TOMORROW, Saturday, December 1 – I will be leading a Meditation Group at 9:00 AM in the parlor.  Also tomorrow is the Women’s Christmas Gathering at 1:00 PM.
THIS SUNDAY, December 2 – is the first Sunday of Advent.  We will be launching our Advent series called “Flames for the Faithful.”  Come to the Pastor’s Study at 9:30 AM for the corresponding Sunday School lessons.  During our 10:30 AM worship service, we will be dedicating our new Roland KR 103 Intelligent Piano.  Also, Dave von Behren and Frank Grainer have a skit presentation.  Our worship during Advent will focus around the four Advent Candles.  The first is the “Prophet’s Candle.”  Sunday, we will also observe Communion.

Immediately after worship, we will have a congregational meeting in order to elect officers for 2008 & adopt our church budget for 2008.  We need you to stay and participate.  We anticipate about a ½ hour meeting.  There WILL be child-care.  Children will remain in Children’s Church until they are picked up.  Toddlers will be taken down to join the other children.  A snack will be available for all the children.

Scripture to carry with you through the day:  “Do not judge so that you may not be judged.”  -  Matthew 7:1
 We worship at Bethany at 10:30 AM every Sunday.  We are located at 1375 Hiller Road, about ½ mile south of Cooley Lake Road.  Visit us at our web site:  www.bethanywaterford.org    My cell phone number is 248-722-4516.






