Bethany Church
May 9, 2008 
A Weekly Message from Pastor James Bolin

Dear friends:
I’ve been a Minister all of my adult life.  When I was younger people used to say to me “you look too young to be a Minister”!  Nobody says that to me anymore. 
Serving as your Minister has been a great blessing for me.  This is definitely the best church that I have been privileged to Pastor.  I’m not perfect and your not perfect, but there has been a loving relationship between us that has been fulfilling and sustaining.  At least that is how I feel.  I hope you feel the same way.  Anyway, I am available to you anytime.  Call my cell at 248-722-4516.
On July 15, I will celebrate my 7th anniversary as your Pastor.  So, at the Picnic on July 20, I intend to share some of my special memories of Bethany over the past 7 years.  I intend to make it a wonderful time of celebration.  Also, put the Church Picnic on your calendar:  July 15 @ Hess-Hathaway Park:  Worship at 10:30 AM followed by a picnic with games, bounce house, etc.

Here’s something to meditate upon.  It is from Anthony de Mello’s Song of the Bird.  Take some time with it.  Reflect.


I was a neurotic for years.  I was anxious and depressed and selfish.  Everyone 
kept telling me to change.


I resented them, and I agreed with them, and I wanted to change, but simply 
couldn’t, no matter how hard I tried.


What hurt the most was that, like the others, my best friend kept insisting that I 
change.  So I felt powerless and trapped.


Then, one day, she said to me, “Don’t change.  I love you just as you are.”

THINK:  Y A R D     S A L E   !        May 15-17.  Bring your items to donate NOW !

ALSO, we need worker bees, especially on Thursday, May 15.  Call Amy Nelson at 248-623-1914.

SUNDAY, we will NOT have a Fellowship Dinner because we are having a Pancake Breakfast fundraiser on May 18 after worship. 
This Sunday is MOTHER’S DAY.  My sermon is entitled “Why I Fear Mother’s Day”.  It is an attempt to bridge the gaps among all the various feelings and reactions that such an observance generates.   It should be interesting.  Oh, by the way, Mary Garrone is going to sing “Ave Maria” in honor of Jesus’ mother.

Scripture to carry with you through the day:  I will greatly rejoice in the LORD, my whole being shall exult in my God:  for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation, he has covered me with the robe of righteousness”.  -  Isaiah: 61:10a
 We worship at Bethany at 10:30 AM every Sunday.  We are located at 1375 Hiller Road, about ½ mile south of Cooley Lake Road.  Visit us at our web site:  www.bethanywaterford.org    My cell phone number is 248-722-4516.






