Bethany Church 
May 29, 2009
A Weekly Message from Pastor James Bolin

Dear friends:
So, I had a rare Sunday off last week and went with Susan to her home church – Davisburg United Methodist Church.  After the service, I met her friend Sheri.  Sheri said she had come to church in a home-made street licensed dune buggy and wanted to take us both for a ride.  Now both women were in dresses and high heels and I was dressed nicely, but we agreed.

The dune buggy was a big yellow frame with four seats and an engine.  At first glance, I wondered how I was going to keep from flying out of the thing at the first turn.  I soon found out.  Each seat of the dune buggy was equipped F-16 pilot harnesses.  This should have given me pause.
But we climbed in and strapped in, and Sheri took off.  I mean TOOK OFF at a ridiculous speed down the country road by the church.  “What kind of engine do you have in this thing?”  I queried.  “Well,” said Sheri, “my husband dropped in a Dodge Truck V-6 engine.  Want to be sure you’ve got enough power,” she intoned loudly as we approached the speed of sound.

I reached for the metal tube above me and held on for dear life.  Sheri turned to me and said, “you might want to let go of that thing.”  “Why?” I said.  She shot back, “well, that tube is called a roll bar and if we roll over your fingers will get squished.”  “IF WE ROLL OVER???” 

Just then Sheri did something quite unexpected.  She suddenly turned down a winding dirt and gravel road that went deeper into the countryside.  She was driving just as fast as we were going on the paved road, only now at every curve, we slid sideways.  Several times I saw trees coming right at me as we slid, only to pass by harmlessly because of her well-practiced maneuvers with controlled slides on dirt and gravel roads!  When the road went over a ridge she accelerated up the hill, SO WE WOULD BE OFF THE GROUND on the way down!

Now, all this time I’m saying the Lord’s Prayer and preparing to meet my Maker while Sheri and Susan are whooping and hollering with glee like a couple of teenagers on a joy ride.  Images of me as a paraplegic raced through my brain.  I promised God all sorts of things if I could only survive this experience.  (I hope God doesn’t expect me to keep them ALL!)  

Then it really got interesting!  Sheri turned off the dirt and gravel road and started off ACROSS THE LANDSCAPE, slipping and sliding and bouncing and going, I’m sure, “where no one has gone before.”

Needless to say, I survived without so much as a squished bug on my teeth.  But I came away with a new insight.  I had always thought that Methodist women were rather dull.  I don’t think that anymore! 

Tomorrow night is TRIVIA NIGHT at Bethany.  We’re raising money for our Faith Milestones Program for children and youth by have loads of laughs and fun.  7 PM
This Sunday, May 31, is PENTECOST (wear something red if you can).  Pentecost is the birthday of the Christian Church!  How old?  Well, by common reckoning – 2009!  We will celebrate with a birthday cake for the Christian Church which we will enjoy after the service.  During the service, we will be reviewing the story of Pentecost from Acts 2:1-13 and reflecting on it’s meaning for us today.  We’re going to sing an old Gospel Song called “Pentecostal Power.”  It will be fun.  Rodger Zeller is doing special music and we will enjoy a special skit written and presented by Josh and Amy Nelson.  You won’t want to miss this.  See you Sunday at 10:30 AM

Scripture to carry with you through the week: “For by grace you have been saved through faith, and this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God.” – Ephesians 2:8

We worship at Bethany at 10:30 AM every Sunday.  We are located at 1375 Hiller Rd, ½ mile south of Cooley Lake Road.      
My cell phone number is 248-722-4516.  My email address is:  jamesbolin@bethanywaterford.org 
Our May newsletter, the LINC is now available on line!  Visit us at our web site:  www.bethanywaterford.org






