Bethany Church

June 20, 2008 

A Weekly Message from Pastor James Bolin

 

Dear friends:

 

So, after the storm I drove down to the church to see if the building was damaged.  Some tree limbs were down, but the building was untouched.  One tree limb fully blocked the entrance to the property out by the sign.  So, I drove “in” the “exit” lane (not the first time I’ve gone the wrong way)!  I could see the branch was too heavy for Sammy and I to move by ourselves, so I just parked the car pondering what to do.  Just then, a group of neighbors came up and asked if I’d like some help moving the tree branch.  Of course, I accepted, and the branch was easily moved off to the side.  “Oh, we appreciate your church so much,” said one the neighbors.  “You let our kids play basketball and ride their bikes in the parking lot.  If we’ve got company, you let us park cars in your lot.  You let us teach our kids to drive in the parking lot.  You’ve been a great neighbor to us.”  So, I’ve taken to calling this phenomenon the “Ministry of the Parking Lot.”  In a world that says “no trespassing” or “violators will be prosecuted” we have a reputation for saying “welcome.”  I think this is a beautiful thing.  We have generated good will and neighborliness that we are barely aware of.  So, when a tree limb blocks the entrance to our welcoming community of faith – our neighbors jump up and unblock the way.

 

Maybe we should have an ice cream social this summer and invite the people in the surrounding neighborhoods to come for free ice cream!  Maybe we should focus more on being a good neighbor instead of persuading people to come and worship with us on Sunday.  Maybe they would come to worship with us more often if they experienced us more directly as good neighbors who cared about them.  Alright, so what do you think?

 

Sunday, June 22 is NAME TAG SUNDAY!  We will ask that as you enter the building, you fill out and wear a name tag for the day.  This is your chance to find out the names on those faces you know perfectly well.  You can do so without any embarrassment!  Just a glance at the nametag and – by Jove – you’ve got it!

 

We will continue the theme of “Sandals” by examining a famous passage in John 13 where Jesus does something very dramatic to make a point!  The drama and the point are well worth reflecting upon.  So, I’ll see you in church Sunday at 10:30 AM .

 

Scripture to carry with you through the week:  “Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.” – Matthew 10:39
 
HELP YOUR CHURCH!  BUY MORE SCRIP!  AVAILABLE AT GRAND CENTRAL!
 
 We worship at Bethany at 10:30 AM every Sunday.  We are located at 1375 Hiller Rd ,  ½ mile south of Cooley Lk Rd.   Visit us at our web site:  www.bethanywaterford.org    

 

My cell phone number is 248-722-4516.  My email address is:  jamesbolin@bethanywaterford.org 

