Bethany Church 
July 24, 2009
A Weekly Message from Pastor James Bolin

Dear friends:
So, last week I told you about how I got boxes for Susan.  I got quite a response from readers who mainly confessed that they had, indeed, done the same thing at one time or another.  There were some comments that surprised me though.  For instance, my Dad asked me if I sought permission from the owner of the boxes within the cardboard dumpster before I absconded with them!  (Well, I think you know the answer to that question.)  It did instill within me a small tinge of guilt, so the next time I was there (yes, there was a next time) I happened to run into the store owner who had deposited the boxes in the cardboard dumpster.  He was out back - smoking a cigarette and talking on the phone.  I walked up to him and asked if I could have some boxes from the dumpster.  He said, “Sure!  The more you take, the more I can put in.”  Then he continued talking on the phone while holding the dumpster lid open for me.

And, to my surprise, people in need of boxes started calling me and putting in orders.  “Pastor James!  Could you run by and pick me up a few boxes from that dumpster?  I’m reorganizing my garage and I sure could use some!”  Another person I know, who is also moving, got in an order requesting certain sizes and such.  I think I opened a can of worms!  On top of all that, I’m such a people pleaser that I actually went and got the boxes for the ones who placed their orders.  On one of these trips Susan was with me.  “I can’t believe your taking me back to the cardboard box dumpster!” she remonstrated.  “From now on just tell people the location of the cardboard dumpster!  No more dumpster dating.”

The VBS program this year is called ROME AND THE UNDERGROUND CHURCH.  It will be August 3-7 at 6 PM each evening.  We are going to turn our church and yard into ancient Rome.  And, and . . . the children may actually may actually get to meet the Apostle Paul who wrote the letter to the Romans.

VBS materials needed:  if you have old white sheets, please bring them to church so we can make togas for the children at VBS.  We also need 10 – clean cinder blocks which we can give back after VBS.  If anyone has a canopy tent they can loan us that week, we’d be very grateful.  Thank you. 
We worship at Bethany at 10:30 AM every Sunday.  We are located at 1375 Hiller Rd, ½ mile south of Cooley Lake Road.      
My cell phone number is 248-722-4516.  My email address is:  jamesbolin@bethanywater.org 
Our JUNE newsletter, the LINC, is now available on line!  Visit us at our web site:  www.bethanywaterford.org 






