Bethany Church

February 1, 2008

A Weekly Message from Pastor James Bolin

Dear friends:

So, we said “’til we meet again” to Winnie Dovre as she went home to be with the Lord!  She was a member at Bethany for 79 years!  We celebrate her winsome personality and her Christian character.  She was a great inspiration to many.  We will especially miss her smile and her sweet manner.

Read the scripture passage below from Romans 15.  (pause)  Now, reflect with me on this blessing!  Paul calls God the God of “steadfastness” and “encouragement.”  This is what God has been for me through the years – a God of steadfastness and encouragement.  Steadfast means . . . that I can count on God to be there for me . . . in good times and in bad . . . that God does not waver in loving me or being “with me”.  God is like an anchor for my soul through the storms of life.  God is like a dock at which I can secure the boat of my life.  God is like a flagpole upon which the banner of my life may wave.  AND THEN, Paul talks about encouragement.  God encourages me with every Bible story, with every hug and smile and note I receive.  God encourages me with unexpected blessings.  God is like a letter that comes with a check enclosed.  God is like an unexpected compliment.  God is like receiving a hand-up when I fall.

And so, meditate upon your own life and review all the times that God has been steadfast and encouraging to you.  Spend some time thanking God and simply resting in God’s embrace.  You can do it.  In fact, you need to do it.  You need to remember and re-experience the blessings of the past in order to put the troubles of the moment in perspective.  So, even when you can’t clearly see the way forward . . . rest secure in the assurance that your God is the God of “steadfastness” and “encouragement”.  Amen.

THIS SUNDAY (Feb. 3) - Steve Lewis is preaching for the last time at Bethany!!!  Don’t miss it!  Also, Andy Pepper is playing the piano for offertory!  We will also observe Communion.

Scripture to carry with you through the day:  (I love this passage!  It should be emblazoned in stone in every church!)  “May the God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus, so that together you may with one voice glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” – Romans 15:5-6

 We worship at Bethany at 10:30 AM every Sunday.  We are located at 1375 Hiller Road, about ½ mile south of Cooley Lake Road.  Visit us at our web site:  www.bethanywaterford.org    My cell phone number is 248-722-4516.

HELP YOUR CHURCH!  BUY MORE SCRIP

