Bethany Church

August 8, 2008 

A Weekly Message from Pastor James Bolin

 

Dear friends:

 

So, I’m not much of a jewelry person.  In fact, I don’t even wear a watch half the time.  But someone dear to me gave me a necklace (I’m told that real men use the word “chain”) as a gift.

 

Now, I haven’t worn a necklace since the ‘70’s when they were in vogue among men.  In those days I wouldn’t be caught out and about without this fashion accessory.  (I also wore an ID bracelet back then – remember those?)  So, when I got this gift, I wondered how I would feel wearing a necklace again.  Well, I love it!  It feels good.  I’ve decided that it feels good for two reasons.  First, it triggers thoughts and feelings of affection toward the person who gave it to me.  Second, it makes me feel cool again (like I felt in the 70’s).  Well, I am decidedly not cool now.  In fact, I am approaching dinosaur status.  But, it makes me feel cool.  Think of it:  even though I’m in my third decade of ministry – I’m keeping up with the young Pastors, in that, I’ve got my own bling.  (That’s slang for noticeable jewelry worn around the neck!)  I keep thinking:  James, maybe you can’t play volleyball anymore, but you’ve got your own bling!  

 

I know better than to put too much stock into material possessions.  But I really appreciate this gift and I like the way my bling makes me feel.  So, do you have a favorite ring or necklace or item that triggers loving thoughts and good feelings in you?  Tell me your story.  Email me back.  I’m interested.

 

Our worship time this Sunday is going to be extraordinary.  First, we will observe a Purity Ring Ceremony, where youth who completed the Purity Program will receive rings that signify an external sign of an internal promise to save themselves for marriage.  ALSO, our children will give a Vacation Bible School presentation featuring some of the songs they enjoyed at VBS.  ALSO, Joann Shulte will be playing a very special number during the offertory on the autoharp.

 

I will focus my preaching in August on STORIES OF FAITH FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT.  This week, we will reflect on the story of two brothers who had a lifetime feud because one brother did the other brother wrong.  I wonder how the story ends and why it ends the way it does?  You’ll have to come to worship to find out about this amazing story and what it has to do with you.

 

After worship, everyone is invited to a FELLOWSHIP DINNER during which the Bethany Buddies will be having a bake sale to benefit Camp Lael .

 

There are two events after dinner.  You are invited to join the Bethany Cyclists on a group bicycle ride that begins in the church parking lot.

 

We will also be having a NEW MEMBER ORIENTATION in the Parlor for those who are interested in baptism and/or church membership.  Child care will be provided.

 

Scripture to carry with you through the week:  “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble”. – Psalm 46:1
 
HELP YOUR CHURCH!  BUY MORE SCRIP!  AVAILABLE AT GRAND CENTRAL!
 
 We worship at Bethany at 10:30 AM every Sunday.  We are located at 1375 Hiller Rd ,  ½ mile south of Cooley Lk Rd.   Visit us at our web site:  www.bethanywaterford.org    

 

My cell phone number is 248-722-4516.  My email address is:  jamesbolin@bethanywaterford.org 

