Bethany Church
June 26, 2008 
A Weekly Message from Pastor James Bolin

Dear friends:
So, I was at the annual Choir picnic last night at Mary Garrone’s house which is on a small lake.  At one point, one of the neighbors was kind enough to come by with his pontoon to take a group of us for a ride on the lake.  We boarded the pontoon, got comfortable, and were ready for the ride.  Just then, our captain, attempted to start the engine and guess what?  It wouldn’t start.  It turned over, but the engine just wouldn’t go.
Well, this prompted the engineers aboard and on shore to spring into action.  Soon a committee was formed to solve the problem.  While they were at work, the passengers waited hopefully for their ride.  As time went on however, the passengers began to abandon ship.  First one, then another gave up hope and sauntered back to the patio.  Finally, all who remained were the engine committee, the captain, and me.  Then it happened.  The captain abandoned ship.  I alone among crew and passengers remained on the boat, waiting expectantly.

So I thought to myself, “Hey, I got to enjoy the sunshine, good company, and a terrific view.  This is good.”  So, I enjoyed my own company for a few minutes before joining the other land lovers.

Maybe Paul was on to something when he reflected:  “For I have learned, in whatsoever state I am, therewith to be content” (Philippians 4:11).
When things go wrong or are not what you expected . . . there is an inner peace and contentment that may be accessed . . . in surrendering to the moment . . . and seeing that we are not always in control or able to realize our intentions . . . 

Maybe our inner attitude is what determines our perspective, our feelings, and our way of thinking about things!  And what determines our inner attitude.  In my mind there are two things:  the impact God has in shaping one’s character and the choices one makes about what his or her attitude is going to be.  So, what do you think of this?
Sunday, June 29 is the last Sunday of June – and the last on our series on sandals!  Last Sunday, we reflected on the story of Jesus washing the feet of his disciples and what it means for us.  This week, we will look at a story about a time when someone washed Jesus’ feet and what it may mean for us.  

AND, Sunday I am throwing a little party after worship in the fellowship hall for my daughter Samantha.  She is turning sweet 16.  If you would like to stay and share in the celebration you are welcome.  I am serving salad and pizza for lunch.  And yes, there will be birthday cake to share.

Scripture to carry with you through the week:  “As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience.” – Colossians 3:12
HELP YOUR CHURCH!  BUY MORE SCRIP!  AVAILABLE AT GRAND CENTRAL!
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