Bethany Church
July 3, 2008 

A Weekly Message from Pastor James Bolin

 

Dear friends:

 

Listen to this!  When you buy and use Speedway Scrip from the church . . . and then you go to buy gas . . .  you get the cash price!  That’s right!  Using a Speedway Scrip is like using cash and you will get the discount price!  In addition to this, 4% of your purchase comes back to the church.  4%!!!  Think about how much you spend on gas!  If everyone in our church would just use Speedway Scrip – the benefits to the church would be tremendous.

 

Let me give you an example.  I average spending $125 a week on gas!  If you multiply that times 52 that is $6,500 a year.  Now, 4% of  $6,500 is $260.  I’m contributing $260 a year to the church, just by doing what I’m already doing, i.e. buying gas!  Only, I’m getting my scrip cards from the church in advance of my purchase.

 

If you think about it however, the numbers are staggering.  If we could get 100 people to do the same, and assuming the same purchases that I make, the benefit to the church would be $26,000 a year.  Yes, you read that number right!  $26,000!  It would be enough for us to restore some things to the budget that we have reduced, add other important things that we are neglecting, and expand our MISSION work!  

 

But, to realize such a benefit, we would all have to participate, and we would have to convince some of our friends to join us in helping the church.

 

Our church has done a good job in addressing the financial issues brought on by the downturn in the economy.  Actually, we are doing much better than most churches.  But we must not be satisfied with a balanced budget when our budget is so bare bones that we cannot engage in all the ministry and MISSION work that our hearts are calling us to address.  We also have the privilege of taking care of God’s house.  Additional income would help us do a better job.

 

I know, this weekly email is not my usual devotional, however, I offer it to you as a meditation.  Please reflect on it.  Doing what you normally do, i.e. buying gas, could actually be an act of service and devotion to God.  It requires little effort (buying scrip at Grand Central or ordering it from Amy Nelson @ 248-894-5464) and it has great benefit for the advancement of the Kingdom and the nurture of your soul. 

 

This Sunday, July 6, we will observe communion.  We are going to hear Andy Pepper play some patriotic songs in honor of Independence Day.  My sermon is entitled “Why I Love America .”

 

Scripture to carry with you through the week:  “Listen!  I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in to you and eat with you, and you with me.” – Revelation 3:20
