Bethany Church

January 25, 2008

A Weekly Message from Pastor James Bolin

Dear friends:

So, for years I’ve struggled with a passage of scripture.  It is from the Sermon on the Mount.  It is Matthew 7:1-2.  “Do not judge, so that you may not be judged.  For with the judgment you make you will be judged, and the measure you give will be the measure you get.”  Or, from the King James Version – the way I memorized it as a child – “Judge not, that ye be not judged.”
Like everybody else, I have reactions to other people.  Freud says that many times our reactions are purely “projections” that we impose on others.  So the psychotherapist Carl Rogers tells us to take the time to genuinely get to know the other – enter into that person’s world – and you will find something you didn’t expect – often something wonderful.

So, I have been on a lifelong quest to live out the Christian attitude about not judging others.  Sometimes it is difficult.  I try to get to know people and share who I am – and therein is my Christian witness.  It comes from who I am and what is important to me.

I have long ago abandoned the attitude that everyone I meet is a target for Christian conversion.  Now, I simply witness to my own life and faith – and if the Holy Spirit is working in the life of the person I am talking with – then it will have an effect.  Otherwise, whoever I interact with is an object rather than a subject to be respected and known.

Years ago, when Kathy and I were young and starved for friends, we met this couple in a Lamaze Class.  We hit it off and were excited about the possibility of making new friends.  When they invited us over for dinner, we were thrilled.  We had a nice dinner with good conversation – and then settled down in the living room for conversation.  Just then, an easel appeared – and these nice people – metamorphosized into Amway salespersons.  We listened politely and then left.  Utterly disappointed.

Don’t make the same mistake.  Get to know people just for the sake of making friends and connecting.  You will have opportunities to share your faith.  But don’t force it.  Treat people as subjects and not as objects to be exploited.  God is at work behind the scenes.  Be genuine.  Trust God to be at work in you and through you.

I do not believe that “judge not” means that we should accept any circumstance!  Not everything is relative.  For example, when someone is being hurtful or destructive, particularly in a relationship, an intervention of some kind may be in order.  But I do believe that “judge not” means to meet the other with an openness of mind and heart that tries to understand the person’s circumstance and worldview.  Then, there is opportunity for dialogue.  I trust God to be active in whatever situation to which I bring a loving spirit and an open mind.

THIS SUNDAY (Jan. 27) -  Joyce Renfrow is going to sing for us!  Also, immediately after the service, we are going to have our Annual Meeting.  We will be receiving our Annual Book of Reports, vote on some membership changes, and hear our plans for 2008.

Scripture to carry with you through the day:  “I lift up my eyes to the hills – from where will my help come?  My help comes from the LORD, who made heaven and earth.” – Psalm 121:1-2
 We worship at Bethany at 10:30 AM every Sunday.  We are located at 1375 Hiller Road , about ½ mile south of Cooley Lake Road .  Visit us at our web site:  www.bethanywaterford.org    My cell phone number is 248-722-4516.

 

HELP YOUR CHURCH!  BUY MORE SCRIP
