Bethany Church

October 19, 2007

A Weekly Message from Pastor James Bolin 

Dear friends:

“Our hearts cannot live without hope.  Gabriel Marcel says that ‘hope is for the soul what breathing is for the living organism’.” – The Sacred Romance
Okay, so I learned all about St. Ignatius of Loyola (the founder of the Society of Jesus, a.k.a. Jesuits) this week.  One thing I was introduced to - was St. Ignatius’ Prayer.  It is below.  I would like for you to read it a couple of times.  Once, with your head!  Once, with your heart!  Then, jot me an email note and tell me what you think and/or how it made you feel.  Okay?  So, here it goes: 

            Take, O Lord, and receive all my liberty,

            my memory, my understanding, and my whole will.

            All that I am and all that I possess – You have given me!

            I surrender it all to You to be disposed of according to Your will.

            Give me only Your love and Your grace;

            and with these I will be rich enough and ask for nothing more.  Amen.

Hey, did you see the half moon last night?  It was cool.  Do you ever notice the moon anymore?
“Love ought to manifest itself in deeds rather than in words.” – St. Ignatius of Loyola

“Consider all blessings and gifts as descending from above.” – St. Ignatius of Loyola

“God dwells in me and gives me being, life, sensations, intelligence, and makes a temple of me.” – St. Ignatius of Loyola

“God wishes to give us a true knowledge and understanding of ourselves.” – St. Ignatius of Loyola

“Find God in all things.” – St. Ignatius of Loyola

“What ought I to do for Christ?” – St. Ignatius of Loyola

“Pray as if everything depended on God, and act as if everything depended on you.” – St. Ignatius of Loyola

THIS SUNDAY, October 21 – We continue our series GOD IS CLOSER THAN YOU THINK!  For six weeks we will focus our Sunday worship and our small groups on becoming aware of God’s wonderful activity in our lives.  Be sure to sign up for a small group experience for this six week period.  Make the commitment to deepen your spiritual life and sign up at Grand Central. 

ALSO THIS SUNDAY, you will hear a special number by Nona Bos on the piano.

Scripture to carry with you through the day:  “Grace, mercy and peace from God the Father and from Jesus Christ, the Father’s Son, will be with us in truth and love.” – 2 John 3
 We worship at Bethany at 10:30 AM every Sunday.  We are located at 1375 Hiller Road , about ½ mile south of Cooley Lake Road .  Visit us at our web site:  www.bethanywaterford.org    My cell phone number is 248-722-4516.

