Oct. 4 — Six-Week Series on The Game of Life begins
Oct. 4 — World Mission Offering Kick-Off
Oct. 4 — CROP WALK at Christ's Lutheran, 1 PM
Oct. 10 — G & G Bad Hair Day Brunch, 10 AM
Oct. 11 — Fellowship Dinner after Worship
Oct. 18 — Outreach & Membership Team after Worship
Oct. 24 - Harvest Fest & Chili Cook-Off, 6 PM

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Bethany:

Well, | must say, sometimes I'm speechless! God is so
wonderful; sometimes there are no words to express the
moment I'm in. Sometimes | feel a sense of awe and
wonder! God has that effect on me! How about you?

For example, | know people who do not believe in
miracles. In general, our society does not embrace
miracles. And yet. .. God is still in the miracle
business! I've seen one with my own eyes! Granted,
miracles are not everyday occurrences, otherwise, they
wouldn’t be miracles. And who knows the mind of God?
God is powerful, but God is also mysterious. Carl
Rahner, the great theologian of the 20th century said,
"God is incomprehensible!" Who can argue with that?
We catch glimpses of God, we sometimes connect with
God spiritually, we are moved deep within by something
that is outside of us - transcendent - divine. But God is
not our puppet! God doesn’t do our will. We are
supposed to seek God’s will.

We witnessed a genuine miracle
of God. Connie Croff told us
about her diagnosis: sarcoidosis
of the heart. It was a bleak
diagnosis. Available treatments
were largely ineffective. No one
wanted to say the word, but anyone looking on-line could
see that sarcoidosis of the heart was fatal. It was
heartbreaking to see Connie wearing an automatic
defibrillator because her heart could stop at any
moment. Not only was Connie full of fear and anxiety,
her family: Steve, Michael, and Chloe were all terrified.

So, we had a healing service for Connie. The church
gathered around her to lift her up in prayer, to ask God
for healing in this case, to anoint her with oil according to
the scripture, to lay hands on her in prayer, and to ask
God for a miracle. In unity of heart and purpose, the
local church, i.e. Bethany Church, asked God to heal
Connie Croff.

Now, we cannot tell God what to do! We can only ask.
Sometimes, God says "no" to our prayers. But,
sometimes, God says "yes". Itis always up to God, for

remember, God is powerful, but also incomprehensible.
Who know the ways and plans of God? Haven't you
read the Book of Job? All we could do is ask. So, we
asked God—believing.

When Connie called me—I was stunned. She said,
"They retook the tests and it's gone! The sarcoidosis in
my heart is gone!" All the granuolas in and on her heart,
detailed by cat scans and MRI’s, were just gone! It took
a while to sink in. | was speechless! Gone? Gone!

If you are not a believer, you might be tempted to point
to a phenomenon called "spontaneous remission" which
is a fancy way of saying "We just don’t know!" Ah, but
we are believers! We know better! God said "yes". God
answered our collective prayers. God healed Connie
Croff. Praise God! Thank you, Jesus! Amen.

Scripture and Sermon Titles for October

“WHEN THE GAME IS OVER, IT ALL GOES BACK
IN THE BOX” Series (Group Study & Worship)

10/04 COMMUNION
Sermon: "When the Game is Over,
It All Goes Back in the Box"

10/11 FELLOWSHIP DINNER AFTER WORSHIP
Sermon: "Keeping Score Where
it Really Counts"

10/18 Sermon: "Resign as Master of the Board"

10/25  Sermon: "Calling or Comfort?
Choose Your Moves Wisely"

The discussion of C. S. Lewis’ book The Four Loves will
continue for an additional Sunday. The series will
continue on Sunday, October 4 at 9:30 AM.

Fellowship Dinner, October 11

After worship on Sunday, October 11, we will have a
Fellowship Dinner. You are asked to bring a dish of food
to share. Please stay and share a meal with your
Bethany family.




Nov. 6-7 — Senior High Youth Convention
Nov. 8 — Fellowship Dinner after Worship
Nov. 8 — New Member Orientation, 12 PM
Nov. 14 — Talent Show & Silent Auction, 7 PM
Nov. 15 — Family Sunday, 10:30 AM
Nov. 28 — Hanging of the Greens, 10 AM
Nov. 29 — 1st Sunday in Advent

You are invited to join those reading Dewey the Small-
Town Cat Who Touched the World by Vicki Myron—
October 9 at 9:15 AM. We will meet at Anna
McGregor’s (5829 Thornaby, Waterford, off Airport Rd.
just north of Hatchery Rd.). Copies will be available to
loan out in the church office. Or, pick up a copy of the
book at the library or a bookstore. Louise Abersold will
be leading us in a spirited discussion. Join us.

hilarious success. Everyone had a great &8
time laughing to the comedy of Jay

Cooper. Thanks to everyone who sold

tickets. This fundraiser netted the church

$1,400 for the church budget.

Our September 26, Comedy Night was a @ 5
™

On October 16, all men are invited to Bill Maxfield's
home (8164 Vanden Dr., White Lake) for breakfast at
8:30. It will be followed by prayer and a special study
called "Winners are Not Those Who Never Fail, but
Those Who Never Quit." Men are asked to bring an
"Andy Story" (a story about someone you have helped).

Next Family Sunday: November 15

Sunday, November 15, is FAMILY SUNDAY. We will
again enjoy an inter-generational worship service that
will include all ages and focus on our fellowship as a
family of faith. Be sure to put it on your calendar! Deer
hunters will be excused.

Depart: Saturday, October 10 8:30 am
Return: Sunday, Oct. 11 about 2 PM
Cost: $40 (includes ticket & hotel)
Dress: Dress in layers, it gets cold at night!
Food: Bring $15-$20 for lunch and dinner (continental
breakfast provided).
Overnight: Pack overnight items and clothes.
* RSVP ASAP! **
Need drivers/chaperones!! Contact Michelle McGregor

For six weeks, beginning October 4,

our worship services will focus on the

six themes of our Small Group series
called: When the Game is Over - It All Goes Back in the
Box. We will have worship dramas and sermons based
on the six themes of the Small Group series:

When the Game is Over - It All Goes Back in the Box
Keeping Score Where It Really Counts

Resign as Master of the Board

Calling or Comfort? Choose Your Moves Wisely
Playing the Game with Greatness and Grace

The King Has One More Move

PICK A SMALL GROUP
TO JOIN FOR SIX WEEKS!

Tuesday, 7:00 PM at the Patterson’s, 4675 Eddystone
Circle, Clarkston, beginning October 6. Meeting place
will alternate with Jespersen’s, 8315 Fox Bay Dr., White
Lake. Led by Julie Patterson & Lottie Jespersen.

ogkrwpnrE

Saturday, 1:00 PM in the church parlor beginning
October 10. Led by Pastor James.

Sunday, 9:30 AM in church sanctuary beginning
October 11. Led by Susan Barlow & Nelson Haynes.

Shepherd Team — Just a reminder that the Shepherd
Team is looking to fill some empty "shepherd" slots. If
you are interested, please contact Nona Bos or Jan
Rowe. A shepherd® job can be done from home and
involves making contact with another member on their
birthday, anniversary or other significant events as well
as offering care and support as needed. Please
consider this as an option for ministry at Bethany.

Hospitality Team — The Hospitality Team would like to
encourage folks to sign up for kitchen clean-up. We
could really use some help from time to time. The more

helpful hands, the less work for all!

ENGAGEMENT
Susan Barlow and | are happy to announce

our engagement to be married. We are looking forward
to a July 3rd, 2010 wedding at Bethany. Save this date
if you would like to come. We would be honored by your
presence. There will be a number of opportunities for
you to get to know Susan between here and there. She
is looking forward to getting to know the entire church
family. Susan is already working in several ministries at
Bethany. If you see her (she® the 5€hlond with short
hair) just go up and introduce yourself to her. Her email
address is: artrdus@yahoo.com. — Pastor James
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We will be forming a New Team at Bethany. It will be
called the Outreach and Membership Team and will
focus on two things: 1) ways we can be inviting and
welcoming; and 2) ways to get new members and old
members assimilated and involved.

This group will be organizing our efforts to better care for
one another by creating a network of Bethany folks who
are willing and available to help other Bethany folks. For
example, finding the folks who might be able to drive an
elderly member to the store or to the doctor, etc. and
then providing ways to connect those who are willing to
help with those who may need some help.

Jan Rowe and Susan Barlow will be Co-Team Leaders.

Now, here’s how it works! If you feel a desire or a
leading by God to be involved with this new team, then
you are on the team. You are invited to attach
yourselves to teams who are working on things about
which you have a passion. So, if you feel a calling here
or have an interest, we are inviting you to the first
meeting which will be in the Pastor’s Study, after
worship, on Sunday, October 18. Just come.

Silent Auction Items Needed
By Josh Nelson

Bethany will be having a silent auction «f
as part of the Talent Show/Silent a4
Auction event that will take place on ("
November 14. We need your help in S/
obtaining items to include in the
auction. We will be happy to take
items for auction from businesses and
individuals. If you have a business or
know a business owner, we
encourage donations of goods or certificates for goods
or services. If you simply have a talent or service that
others would find useful, please feel welcome to offer
that for auction as well. Businesses will receive
acknowledgment of their donations on the item listing on
Bethany® Website (www.bethanywaterford.org) and at
the auction display. Donations to the silent auction are
tax deductible.

To donate item(s) for the Silent Auction, please contact
Joshua Nelson at (248) 623-1914 or by e-mail at
techteam@bethanywaterford.org . We hope to list all
auction items on the website by October 31st so that you
can make bids online. The night of November 14, all the
items will be on display and you will be able to make a
final bid and take the items home with you that night.
With your support, the silent auction will be a great
success!

On Saturday, November 14 we are going to have an
old-fashioned Talent Show at 7 PM. We are looking for
people to sign up to share an interesting talent. There
will be a sign-up sheet at Grand Central or call Pastor
James at 248-722-4516 to register. The Talent Show/
Silent Auction is a fundraiser for our church budget.
Tickets will be available at Grand Central on October 10.
Tickets are $5.00 per person with a $15.00 limit for
families with children.

World Mission Offering

By Josh Nelson

,AWORLD
Throughout the month of _I_ MISSION
October, we will be receiving BFFER]NG

Empowering your gifts.

the annual World Mission Empowering your gifts
Offering. Our goal is to raise

$1,500 as a church for this “v@
important effort. This is the

primary way that 5,200 American Baptist Churches join
together to support the missionaries that we send all
around to the world to do the work of Christ.

Your gifts to the World Mission Offering go 100% to
support the work of 2,500 short- and long-term
missionaries doing work with local partners in 76
countries around the world. These cutting-edge
ministries tell the good news of Jesus Christ while
meeting human needs. You will be receiving a special
mailing telling you all about why we participate in this
important effort and additional information will be
available on our website at www.bethanywaterford.org.

It is best if you use one of the specially prepared
envelopes included with the mailing and available in the
pews and at Grand Central to assure your gift is properly
recorded. Please make checks payable to Bethany
Church and note WMO in the lower left corner.

Saturday, October 24
6:00 to 9:00 PM
Celebrate God's bountiful harvest!!

Family Fun Activities
Chili Contest (hot entry due by 5:45 PM to qualify)
Cake Walk
Fun Kids Games
Pumpkin Carving (BYOP)
Crafts, Face Painting & more!

Flag Football Game

Costume Parade
Prizes

$3 per person/$15 per family donation appreciated
(free with chili entry)
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(two poems this month!)

by Jan Rowe

By Al Shulte

On Sunday mornings | go to church,
Say some prayers, See my friends,
Hear Bible stories, Go home when they end.

What about God the rest of the week?
Isthere a purpose | should seek?
]

Should | show God'’ slove and help my folks?
They'd like that—it’s no joke!

Can | be afriend to another kid?

They and God would like it if | did!

What about my sisters and brothers?
Would God like me to treat them like all others?

Should | be good and learn in school ?
Isn’t that following the Golden Rule?

When we go out to shop or eat,
Should | act like it's a God-given treat?

Whatever | do, all the time,
Let mefed God's hand in mine.

God made the whole world—that’ s true!
Let metry to show God’ s love to you!

Thank You's

Dear Friends,

On behalf of the American Baptist Churches of Michigan,
and especially Camp Lael, | would like to thank you for
your generous gift of $500 to the Save Camp Lael
initiative.

Things have been tough financially for the camp, but
many people have been faithful in their support of the
camp ministry. Thank you for your support and prayers
as we weather the storm. This summer our attendance
at camp went up for the second year in a row. God
continues to bless us each and every day.

We are grateful for friends like you who love camp and
also want to help our ministry financiallyl—Sincerely,
James A. Davis, Resident Director

Dear Friends,

Thank you for the donation of school supplies for our
recent Back-to-School program. This year’s program
provided 202 children with backpacks, school supplies,
dental hygiene kits, a $20 gift card for Payless Shoes
and a shopping trip to Kohl's. In addition to seeing the
happy, smiling faces of the children as they picked out
their backpacks, we also saw the relief the parents felt
because this was one less worry for them in a stressful
time.—Sincerely, Sharon A. Josephson, Exec. Director

By Nancy Maxfield

Gather and Grow will be offering you many opportunities
for fellowship, fun and worship during October. We hope
to see all ladies come to at least one event.

Friday, October 9 at 7:00 PM—Cathy
Haynes offers God® Purls. This is a
knitting group that meets at Bethany the
second Friday evening of each month.
Their goal is to make one hundred hats for chemo
patients. So far, 48 have been made. If you knit or
crochet, these ladies need your help. There are many
different patterns available for you.

Saturday, October 10 at 9:30—Our "Bad Hair Day"
Breakfast! Nona Bos and her committee have many fun
activities planned, plus a terrific breakfast for us. You
are strongly encouraged not to comb your hair that
morning before coming to breakfast (ladies, there are
prizes at stake here).You are asked to bring with you
hair products and/or gift certificates from your local
beauty salon. These will be donated to HAVEN. There
will be a $5 suggested donation to cover the expense of
the breakfast.

Tuesday, October 19 at 1:00—Steering Committee
meeting at Nancy Maxfield® home. This is an open
meeting and we welcome you and new ideas.

Every Wednesday at 1:00—“Bad Girls of the Bible"
study. Join us for a wonderful study of the women of the
Bible, prayer and fellowship. Again, we meet at Nancy
Maxfield®.
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Friday, November 6 at 6:00—Gather and Grow will host
a pasty dinner, as a fundraiser for women® ministries.
We will offer beef, turkey or a veggie pasty for $6 (take-
out) or an $8 complete dinner: pasty, salad, dessert and
beverage. We will be offering samples at the October 11
potluck (along with order forms). We hope that you will
prepay when you return your order forms. The profits
from this fundraiser help offset expenses of textbooks for
Bible studies, guest speakers, spiritual educational
experiences, a full scholarship to Camp LAEL for one of
our Bethany kids and 10% goes directly to our local
mission project—HAVEN. Not only do we want you to
attend the dinner (or order take-out), we would like your
help in the preparation of the pasties. Three pasty prep
times have been scheduled: October 25 (from noon to
3:00), October 28 and November 2 (from 9 to 3). If you
can come to one or all the prep times, your help will be
greatly appreciated.

“Bethany Memories”
By Nancy Maxfield

For many years we have had a picture
of Bethany® 1947 Bible School class
hanging on our family room wall. ltis a
group of about forty children standing
in front of an old log cabin. If you look
closely at the picture, you will notice a
curly, dark-headed five-year old boy, Bill, and a very shy,
blond four-year old, Nancy. The log cabin served as an
auxiliary Sunday School classroom.

Bill® father, Gerald, recalls attending Sunday School at
the old Green Street church. As a youth, his classes
were held in the living room of 68 Mark Street - later to
become the Crawford home.

Both of our families have been around Bethany for many
years and we both have very fond memories and many
dear friends here. The Crawfords joined Bethany in the
early 1950® and attended a young married class taught
by Judge Holland. Ham and Helen Hamilton, Ben and
Jean Wilton, Andy and Martha Pepper and so many
other good friends participated. The ladies were also
busy with women® society and the Ruth Group (oh, how
we cleaned house when it was Mother® turn to host
Ruth Group). Dad was very involved with the men®
fellowship.

It was at this time in Bethany® history that there was a
large fundraising campaign going on to raise money for
an addition onto the church. The Women'’s Society
hosted huge dinners in the fellowship hall. Mother would
be there all day cooking. As soon as the dinner was
over, Mother hightailed herself to the boiler room in the
basement to have a cigarette with the old trustees. (The
old men loved Mother).

Not only was fellowship hall used for dinners, it also
offered the only full-size basketball court on Mark Street.

If the church was locked and the neighborhood boys
wanted to play, they simply shoved my little sister Jenny
through the mail shoot and she would unlock the doors.
Bob Hunt was involved in that more than once!

In third grade, we each received our Bibles from
Bethany. In 1951, Bill received his King James Version
and in October of 1952, Nancy received the Revised
Standard Version of the Bible. That was a really big deal
back then. How many different versions has Bethany
offered in the past fifty-seven years?

In the mid-50®, Bethany hired its first Christian
Education Director, Rita Smith. She was a single
woman from Indiana. How we all loved Rita! She is the
one who really started so many of us on our faith walk.
Often she would drive down Mark Street in her gray,
Pontiac station wagon, stop to talk to someone and
before she knew it, she had her car packed with kids and
sleeping bags and taking us for an overnight at Pontiac
Lake Recreation Area. (Sometimes our outings were
well planned). There, Rita would take us for walks, or sit
around the campfire, and talk to us about God and
nature - she knew how to use her teachable moments!

Bill and | participated in the BYF (Baptist Youth
Fellowship) programs at Bethany. In our early 20’s, we
even became sponsors of a junior high group. That was
when we first started dating. We were by far the best
chaperoned young couple around! On Sunday evenings
after BYF, Bill and | would go to the Big Boy for
strawberry pie - we always had a back seat full of kids.
We would take the kids camping and my father would
come along to chaperone the chaperones! After we
were married, a couple of girls came to us and told us
we had made a difference in their lives - and then it was
all worth it.

In 1967, Bill and | were married at Bethany - as were
most of the Crawford/Maxfield siblings. In 1969, our son
Tim was dedicated at Bethany - as was our daughter
Beth in 1972. Later each were baptized and became
members of the church. In 1996, Tim and his wife
Michele were married at Bethany. In 2001 and 2004,
their sons Devin and Connor were dedicated. Our
parents have been buried from the church.

When my father died, Julie Patterson told me that Dad
always said "hello" to her every Sunday and that made
her feel special. That was the environment at Bethany
then - to make children and youth feel special. We think
that in 2009, Bethany is still doing that.

$
#% &

- John Muir
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1375 Hiller Road
W aterford, M1
48327

Website: www.bethanywaterford.org
(Copies of this newsletter are available on the website)

We welcome your contributions to the LINC. The November LINC deadline is Sunday,
October 25. Email articles to Ellen Whitehead at twinlakede@comcast.net or put them in
the tray in the Church Office. Please get articles in by the deadline. Thanks!

Tender People for Tough Times

When you need Bethany’s Pastoral Staff, for any reason

To activate the Bethany Prayer Chain, call one of the . i
at all, just call:

following individuals:

Church Office: 248-681-2130 (Fax is 248-681-9798)
9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. (Monday-Friday)
Email: Office@bethanywaterford.org
Rev. James Bolin at home: 248-722-4516

Joyce Hice — (248) 335-9026
Joann Shulte — (248) 682-1109 or
Church Office — (248) 681-2130

Being a family of faith means
you don'’t have to go it alone — CALL US!
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