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Oct. 5 - World Mission Offering begins 

Oct. 5 - CROP WALK, 1 PM 
Oct. 5 - Series on Faith begins: 
"If You Want to Walk on Water - 

You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat" 
Oct. 10-12 - Women’s Retreat at Spring Hill 

Nov. 1 - Harvest Fest and Chili Cook-Off, 6 PM 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters of Bethany: 
  
I want to invite you to go for a walk.  Will you walk with 
me?  It will be an unforgettable experience, I promise.  It 
will be a kind of exercise.  Walking is not only good 
physical exercise; it is also good spiritual exercise.  
That’s what we’re going to do . . . a spiritual exercise. 
 
We will take a spiritual walk that is exemplified by one of 
the most unforgettable walks in the Bible—the walk 
taken by Peter the day he got out of a boat and walked 
on the water.  It is unforgettable because of what he was 
walking on but also who he was walking with. 
 
Peter’s walk is an invitation to everyone who, like him, 
want to step out in faith and experience the power of 
God in their lives.  This stepping out involves developing 
some "water walking" skills.  These skills (disciplines) 
are the key things we are going to review on our walk.  
Here are the "water walking" skills that we are going to 
review and practice: (1) discerning God’s call in our 
lives; (2) transcending fear; (3) risking faith; (4) 
managing failure; (5) trusting God. 
 
The way we are going to take this walk is by gathering in 
small groups (in homes) to share and to grow together.  
We are offering six groups.  Each group will meet six 
times.  At each group session there will be a time of 
"sharing and caring", a DVD presentation, and a 
discussion.  Each group will have a time of prayer and 
some refreshments.  If you have never been part of one 
of our short-term small groups, now is the time to give it 
a try.  It really is a wonderful experience. 
 
Our worship services will also parallel the DVD material 
and each of my Sunday sermons will reflect on the 
meaning and importance of some aspect of this spiritual 
walk. 
 
The six groups are listed below. You may sign up at 
Grand Central, or call the church office (248-722-4516) 
to reserve a place in a particular group.  Maps to the 
various homes are available at Grand Central or call the 
office and we’ll send a map to you. 
 

 
 
Please pray that God will bless this series on Faith: " If 
You Want to Walk on Water - You’ve Got to Get Out 
of the Boat."  
 
SMALL GROUP SERIES ON FAITH (beginning Oct. 5) 

If You Want to Walk on Water—  
You’ve Got to Get Out of the Boat 
Six Small Groups to Choose From 

(Sign-up & Directions @ Grand Central) 
 
Sunday at 9:30 AM in the Sanctuary (Begins 10/19/08)     
 (Leader: Pastor James) 
Sunday at 7:00 PM at the Pastor’s Pad 
 (Leader: Pastor James) 
Tuesday at 7:00 PM at Jespersen’s & Patterson’s 
 (Leaders: Lottie Jespersen & Julie Patterson) 
Wednesday at 1:00 PM at Nona Bos’ 
 (Leader: Nona Bos) 
Thursday at 7:00 PM at Maxfield’s 
 (Leader: Bill Maxfield) 
Friday at  7:00 PM at McGregor’s 
 (Leaders: Jon & Michelle McGregor) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scripture and Sermon Titles for October 
 

Six-Week Series Begins October 5 
IF YOU WANT TO WALK ON WATER YOU’VE GOT TO 

GET OUT OF THE BOAT 
 
10/05 

  
 COMMUNION 

 Sermon: "Water Walking" 
 
10/12 FELLOWSHIP DINNER AFTER WORSHIP 
 Sermon: "The Tragedy of the Unopened Gift" 
 
10/19 Sermon: "Getting Your Feet Wet" 
 
10/26 Sermon: "Facing Challenges / Conquering Fears" 
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Nov. 1 - Harvest Fest and Chili Cook-Off, 6 PM 

Nov. 7-8 - Senior High Youth Convention 
Nov. 23 - Thanksgiving Sunday 
Nov. 29 - Hanging of the Greens 
Nov. 30 – 1st Sunday in Advent 
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By Josh Nelson 

 
Beginning October 5 and throughout 
the month of October, we will be 
receiving the annual World Mission Offering. Our goal is 
to raise $1600 as a church for this important effort. This 
is the primary way that 5,200 American Baptist Churches 
join together to support the missionaries that we send all 
around to the world to do the work of Christ. 
 
Your gifts to the World Mission Offering go 100% to 
support the work of 2,500 short- and long-term 
missionaries doing work with local partners in 76 
countries around the world. These cutting-edge 
ministries tell the good news of Jesus Christ while 
meeting human needs. You will be receiving a special 
mailing telling you all about why we participate in this 
important effort and additional information will be 
available on our website at 
http://www.bethanywaterford.org.  It is best if you use 
one of the specially prepared envelopes included with 
the mailing and available in the pews and at Grand 
Central to assure that your gift is properly recorded. 
Please make checks payable to Bethany Church and 
note WMO in the lower left corner. 
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The need is great!  Please bring canned goods or dry 
goods for Lighthouse on Sunday, October 12.  
Containers are in the vestibule. 
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During October, you are invited to our Morning Bible 
Study at 10:15 AM.  We will be looking at the Gospel of 
Mark.  In October, the group will meet in the Fellowship 
Hall.  Refreshments will be served. 
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All men and boys are invited to the Men’s Breakfast on 
Saturday, October 18 at the Green Apple Restaurant on 
Cooley Lake Road.  8:30 AM. 
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On Sunday, September 28, after a brief discussion, the 
By-Laws Revisions, proposed by the Church Council, 
were adopted by the Congregation at a special business 
meeting called for that purpose.  Copies of the document 
will be available at Grand Central during the month of 
October.  Thanks to the committee, Julie Patterson, Sue 
Pepper, and James Bolin.  The new document will also 
be available on our web site: www.bethanywaterford.org   
 

Book Club to Meet October 24 
 
You are welcome to join the Book Club.  We will meet at 
Panera’s on M-59 (near Kroger) at 9:15 AM on Friday, 
October 24.  We will be discussing The Dante Club by 
Matthew Pearl.  Books are available to borrow.  Go to 
the church office and pick one up. 

 

Harvest Party 
Saturday, November 1 (6:00 – 9:00 PM) 

$3 per person/$15 per family donation appreciated 
(free with chili entry) 

 
Celebrate God’s bountiful harvest— 

Observe All Saints Day! 
 

Family Fun Activities 
Chili Contest (hot entry due by 5:45 to qualify) 

Cake Walk 
Family & Kid Fair Games 

Family Craft 
S’Mores outside 

All Saints Costume Parade 
Prizes 

 
Some All Saints Costume ideas:  nun, priest, animal, 
angel, demon, witch/warlock, soldier, princess, Egyptian, 
ghost, Mary, Joseph, etc. 
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Date:  November 7- 9 
Theme:  “Sing Your Song” 

Where:  Holiday Resort Hotel, Southfield 
Cost:  $99.50 (hotel, program) 

 
Special Activities to look forward to: 

 
Karaoke & Hip Hop Dance on Saturday Night 

 
RSVP AND PAY BY OCTOBER 15TH 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

� � ��� � �� 	 
 �� � � 
 � � �
 � �� 
 � �� 
 � �� 	 
 �� �� � � � �� �� �
 � � � �� � � � � 
 �� �� 
 � � 
 �� ����� �� � ��
 � � �� � � �� � �� � 
 � 	 �
 
 �� �� � � �
�
 � � �� � 
 
 � � �� 	 
 �� �
 � � �� ����� �� � �� 	 
 �� �� � 
 �� � 
 � 	 
 
 � � ��
 � � �� � � � �� 
 � �� 	 
 �� � � � � � �� 	 
 �� �
 
 
 � � � � �� 	 ��
 �� � � 
 � �

� ����� � � � �� � � ���� 
 �� � � � � 
 ��
 � � 
 � � � � �! � 	 
 �" � �� �
�



Bethany Linc – Page 3 

 

Fai t h Mi l est ones 
 
Doing Family Devotions - Age 2 
It’s so important to find time as a family 
to pray, read the Bible and do Family 
Devotions.  Need a little help with that?  
Attend the Family Devotion workshop: 
Sunday, November 9 at 9:30.  Learn 
fun ways to pass on your faith to your children.  Even if 
your child is older than 2, if you missed this before, 
please attend!  RSVP to Connie Croff at 706-9880. 
 

Prayer - Age 3 
Prayer is vital to a strong, secure relationship with Christ.  
Need some clever ideas for your family?  Attend the 
Prayer Workshop: Sunday, October 26 during 
Fellowship Dinner (just grab lunch and meet in the 
Children’s Church Room).  Even if your child is older 
than 3, if you missed this before, please attend this one!  
RSVP to Amy Nelson at 248-623-1914. 
 

� � � �� � � � 	 � 
 � �� 
 
 	 �
 � � � �
�

Children are the future.  The future of ministry, the future of 
Bethany and the future of the world.  Would you like to 
impact our future?  Prayerfully consider taking a role in our 
CHILDREN©S MINISTRY.  There are many roles to fill; 
some less involved than others.  Check out the exhibit in 
the church lobby; or see me or one of our Sunday School 
teachers.  Thanks and God Bless, Michelle McGregor. 
 

Areas Needing Help 
Nursery  
*  Leader 
*  Caregiver (Rotation) 
*  Cleaning and Disinfecting 
*  Toys (weekly) 
*  Furniture (weekly) 
 
Preschool/Toddler 
*  Leader 
*  Teacher (Rotation) 
*  Assistant 
*  Cleaning and Disinfecting 
*  Toys (weekly) 
 
Children’s Church 
*  Teacher (rotation) 
*  Assistant 
*  Special Guest 
*  Special Music 
*  Mid-Week Program (proposed) 
*  Leader - Michelle 
*  Games 
*  Music 
*  Assistant  
 
Sunday School Coordinating 
*  Snack coordinating 
*  Children’s bulletin coordinating 
*  Classroom decorating 
*  Classroom Assistance 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 

October 4-5 – YLC Weekend 

November 1 – Church Harvest Fest 

November 7-9 – Senior High Convention 

 

Princess Party!! 
 

Enjoy fellowship with other teen girls as 
you grow in Christ. 

 
Date:  Friday, October 3   
Time:  7 – 10 PM 
At the Castle of:  Princess Rebecca Nugent 

 
 

MIDDLE SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP  
Meetings:  Sundays after Service 

2nd & 4th Sundays 
12-2 PM 

Grades 6th – 8th  
Rides available  
Friends encouraged to attend! 
Games, lunch, Bible study & fellowship! Begin: Sept 28  

 
Saturday, October 18 
Leave church 8:30 AM 
Return Sunday, Oct 19th  
Cost:  $52.75 
(ticket, dinner voucher & hotel) 
RSVP by Oct 8th 
Bring:  Permission Slip, Money for lunch (@$6.00), 
Optional – spending $$$ 
 
We will be staying overnight at La Quinta Inn, Sandusky 
OH.  We will have continental breakfast at 9:00 AM, 
check out and return to church at about noon. 
 

HIGH SCHOOL YOUTH GROUP  

Meetings:  Mondays after School 
1st & 3rd Mondays – 3 to 5 PM 

Michelle’s House / Begin September 29 
Rides available from Mott & Kettering. 
Snack, Fellowship & Spiritual Refreshment! 
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Open Door Outreach Center thanks you for the many 
school supplies you recently sent us.  Your generous 
support is greatly appreciated! 
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College Funding Information 
 
Now that the children are back to school . . . let©s take 
time to talk about college funding options.  Invest 
through Bethany©s group Columbia 529 college funding 
plan and you save the normal sales charge of up to 
5.75%.  Many portfolio choices are available.  
Contact Donna Stadler for more information at 248-499-
7270.  Securities offered through Michigan Securities, 
Inc. Phone: 800-403-2726.    

Address: 
21415 Civic Center Drive, Suite 200  
Southfield, Michigan 48076  
Member FINRA/SIPC  
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You are invited to participate in the 
local Crop Walk for World Hunger.  It 
will be held on October 5 at 1 PM at 
Christ Lutheran Church on the corner 
of Williams Lake Road and Airport 
Road in Waterford.  Here’s what you 

do.  Sign up in the office or at Grand Central.  You may 
choose to do a 5-mile walk, a 1-mile walk, or you may 
choose to Rock and/or Row for 20 minutes.  The rocking 
will be done in rocking chairs and the rowing will be done 
on rowing machines (these are for people who can’t walk 
but want to participate).  What you do is secure financial 
pledges of support from as many people as you can to 
raise money.  For example, if you walk 5 miles, you 
might get 10 people to pledge a dollar a mile.  That way, 
you will have raised $50 for world hunger.  Our goal is to 
have everyone participate by either walking, rocking, 
rowing, and/or pledging.  Pray about what you can do to 
help fight world hunger.  (Some of the money will be sent 
to solve hunger problems around the world.  Some of the 
money raised will be given to local food banks.) 
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By Ellen Whitehead, LINC Editor 
 

Dave and I love music—all kinds of music.  
Well, he likes country better than I do and he 
isn’t crazy about classical.  We both don’t 

understand how RAP can be called music and we both are 
willing to open our minds to each other’s tastes.   
 
We recently had free tickets to see Lynyrd Skynyrd.   While 
I’m not crazy about the whole “southern, tough-man” image, 
I do like their music.  Free Bird is, in my opinion, one of the 
best Rock songs ever written!  In November, we are going 
to see Jeff Daniels (yes, the Michigan actor) perform with 
other Michigan acts in Ann Arbor.  Jeff is an amazing talent, 
writing and performing folk music.  
 
One of the acts accompanying him is The Ragbirds.  I 
heard them this summer in an unusual concert venue—a 
barn in the woods near Boyne Falls.  They are amazing!  
Their music can best be described as World Music, utilizing 

bongo drums, mandolin, violin, guitars, accordion and more.  
The leader singer, Erin Zindle, is a multi-talented woman.  
Her song Adoration is one of the most beautiful, haunting 
songs I have ever heard!  What does this have to do with 
church, you might ask.  Well, here are the words—See 
what you think! 
 

Adoration 
By Erin Zindle 

 
I 

Lead me to still water, rabbi 
Sing your parables to me 

Ah,--You are beyond me, I adore you 
You are beyond me, I adore you 

 
I am eager, full of questions, 

Wake me for the journey please 
Ah,--You are beyond me, I adore you 

You are beyond me, I adore you 
 

Heal my soul and heal my body 
Heal the land beneath our feet 

Ah,--You are beyond me, I adore you 
You are beyond me, I adore you 

 
I am bursting with confessions 

Open up your ear to me 
Have mercy, Have mercy, Have mercy 

 
II 

I want to come to your house, God 
And climb inside your window 
I want to find you in your room 

And cry on your shoulder. 
I want to hide in your blankets, God 
And keep you up all night talking 
I want to wake at dawn and hear 

The quiet of your breathing. 
 
Beautiful, yes?!  Stretch your boundaries, find God’s 
messages in all kinds of places.  His voice can be heard 
in the wind, the softness of falling leaves, and music 
inside an old barn in the north woods—just listen! 
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Nelson Haynes is 
teaching a fun and 
informational Sunday 
School class on what it 
was like to live in Bible 
times—from the tools 
they used, homes they 
lived in, food they ate, 
and even how they 
made fire.  Thanks, 
Nelson for a great class! 
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On September 7, we welcomed new members to 
Bethany with a reception sponsored by our Hospitality 
Team. Please take time to get to know these faces!  
Aren’t they beautiful!! 
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This year’s Youth Leader Core participants will begin 
their Christian Discipleship training at Camp Lael the 
weekend of October 3rd.  Please be in prayer for them 
all year as they endeavor to grow in their walk with 
Christ and sharpen their leadership skills to further God’s 
kingdom: 
 

o Deanna Crites:  Senior at Mott High School; a 
member of Bethany since a toddler. 

o Bobby Swayne:  Senior at Kettering High 
School; coming to Bethany since grade school. 

o Kayla Johnson:  Senior at Mott High School; 
new youth, began as Deanna’s guest. 

 

Lighthouse Thanks 
 

Thank you on behalf of the Lighthouse Emergency 
Services clients, Board of Directors, volunteers and staff 
for your generous in-kind donation of food, valued at 
$75. 
 
Without your generosity, many of our neighbors would 
have no food, clothing and shelter.  In-kind donations 
help us provide our clients with fresh fruits and 
vegetables, personal hygiene products, clothing and 
food for the pantry so w4e can keep expenditures low 
and direct more revenue toward vital client services. 
 
Your donations make a difference! 
 
Thomas Stowell, Executive Director 
Lighthouse Emergency Services 
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Website: www.bethanywaterford.org 
(Copies of this newsletter are available on the website) 
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����  Tender People for Tough Times ����  
 
When you need Bethany’s Pastoral Staff, for any reason 
at all, just call: 
 
  Church Office: 248-681-2130 (Fax is 248-681-9798) 

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. (Monday-Friday) 
Email: Office@bethanywaterford.org 

   Rev. James Bolin at home: 248-722-4516 
 

Being a family of faith means 
you don’t have to go it alone – CALL US! 
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To activate the Bethany Prayer Chain, call one of the 
following individuals: 
 

�  Joyce Hice – (248) 335-9026 
�  Joann Shulte – (248) 682-1109 or 
�  Church Office – (248) 681-2130 

We welcome your contributions to the LINC.  The November LINC deadline is 
Sunday, October 26.  Email articles to Ellen Whitehead at twinlakede@comcast.net 
or put them in the tray in the Church Office.  Please get articles in by the deadline.  
Thanks! 


