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Nov. 6-7 - Senior High Youth Convention 

Nov. 8–Veterans’ Sunday; Fellowship Dinner after Worship 
Nov. 8 - New Member Orientation, 12 PM 

Nov. 15 - Family Sunday (all ages in worship), 10:30 AM 
Nov. 22 - Baptism & Welcome New Members 

Nov. 28 - Hanging of the Greens, 10 AM 
Nov. 29 – 1st Sunday in Advent 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters of Bethany: 
 
I’m not gonna do it!  I’m not going to do or say anything to 
wake anyone up to their need to be grateful this 
Thanksgiving.  Gratitude is an attitude.  It is something 
that needs to be self-cultivated.  I can’t make you feel 
grateful.  Too often, my efforts have focused on making 
people feel guilty that they are not grateful.  I’m not gonna 
do it this year.  You’ve either cultivated a grateful heart or 
you haven’t. 
 
HOWEVER, (it always turns on the "however" doesn’t it?) 
consider the words to an old hymn: 
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What about you?  Are you sowing seeds of kindness?  
That’s the key to cultivating a grateful heart. 
 
For example, I sowed the seeds of kindness in the life of 
a woman who had messed up and lost custody of her 
teenaged son.  I prayed with her, I encouraged her, I 
helped her.  Those seeds took root in the fertile ground of 
hope.  She prayed for a new beginning and did what 
needed to be done to make it happen.  God blessed her 
efforts.  The seeds grew into a tangible blessing and 
today her teenaged son lives with her again.  They are 
both very happy. 
 
Do you get it?  Do you get it? 
 
I sowed seeds of kindness.  God made them grow.  Now 
I rejoice.  That’s the pattern.  Sow!  Grow!  Gratitude! 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
I can’t guilt you into it.  You have to decide to sow seeds 
of kindness.  When you do, God will bless, results will 
manifest.  Then there is nothing to do but rejoice.  And 
the rejoicing leads to more seed sowing. 
 
Do you get it?  Do you get it?  This is how you cultivate 
an attitude of gratitude.  Go thou and do likewise. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Daylight Savings - Fall Back 
 
Remember to change your clocks and watches on 
Saturday, October 31 before you go to bed!  In the fall—
you fall back!  So, set your timepieces back 1 hour on 
Halloween, October 31. 
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On Sunday, November 8, we will 
recognize all veterans during our 
worship service in anticipation of Veterans’ Day, 
November 11.  If you can still fit into your uniform, please 
wear it. 
 

Scripture and Sermon Titles for November 
 
 

11/01 COMMUNION 
 Sermon: "Playing the Game with Greatness 
     and Grace" 
 
11/08 VETERANS’ SUNDAY (Veteran’s Honored); 

FELLOWSHIP DINNER 
 Sermon: "The King has One More Move" 
 
11/15 FAMILY SUNDAY: (all ages invited to worship 

together) Featuring:  Jason McGregor  
 
11/22 THANKSGIVING SUNDAY 
 Sermon: "Stories of Thanksgiving" 
 
11/29 1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
 Sermon: STIRRING UP ADVENT: 
               COVENANT PEOPLE 
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On Sunday, November 1, we will launch our 2010 
Pledge Campaign.  You will receive a letter in the mail 
from Pastor James telling all about our financial plan for 
2010 and how you can help.  Pledge cards will also be 
available in the pews and at Grand Central.  Please 
return your pledge forms to the office or in the offering 
plate by Saturday, Nov. 14.  We will be dedicating 
pledges during worship on Sunday, Nov. 15.  Copies of 
the proposed 2010 church budget will be available at 
Grand Central on Sunday, Nov. 1. 
 

Fellowship Dinner 
 

After worship on Sunday, November 8, we will have a 
Fellowship Dinner.  You are asked to bring a dish of food 
to share.  The teams in charge of set-up and clean-up 
are: Stewardship, Tech, & Women’s Teams. 
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If you are ready to be baptized OR if you 
would like to join the Bethany family 
THEN you are invited to a New Member 
Orientation on Sunday, November 8 

during the Fellowship Dinner.  Get your food and then 
come to the Pastor’s Study.  Or, if you just want to sit in 
on the Orientation to find out more about Bethany, you 
are welcome. 
 

Family Sunday: November 15 
 

Sunday, November 15, is FAMILY SUNDAY.  We will 
again enjoy an inter-generational worship service that will 
include all ages and focus on our fellowship as a family of 
faith.  Featuring Jason McGregor.  Be sure to put it on 
your calendar!  Deer hunters will be excused. 
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On November 16, all the men of the church are invited to 
Bill Maxfield’s home (8164 Vanden Dr., While Lake) for 
breakfast (8:30 AM), followed by prayer and a special 
study called "Winners are Not Those Who Never Fail, but 
Those Who Never Quit".  Men are asked to bring an 
"Andy Story" i.e. a story about someone you have helped.  
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You are invited to join those reading the book Population: 
485, Meeting Your Neighbors One Siren at a Time by 
Michael Perry.  November 20 at 9:15 AM.  We will be 
meeting @ Louise Aebersold’s, 7705 Pleasant Brooke 
Dr., Waterford.  Copies of the book will be available to 
loan out in the church office.  Or, pick up a copy of the 
book at the library or a bookstore.  Louise Aebersold will 
be leading us in a spirited discussion.  Join us. 
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By Nancy Maxfield 

 
Time is running short for you to order your scrumptious 
pasties!  Many of you smelled them (during church last 
week) and sampled them at the potluck.  You know they 
are going to make a wonderful, quick dinner for your 
family.  Orders and money need to be in by Nov. 1st so 
we know how many to make.  A very special thank you to 
Lottie Jespersen and Julie Patterson for making this 
fundraiser possible!  They have spent hours shopping 
and teaching the rest of us how to make pasties.  Another 
thank you goes to Amy and Josh Nelson.  They have 
been such a huge help with advertising and helping us 
pass the health inspection—they even brought in their 
own freezer and put it in the nursery because we couldn©t 
take the pasties off the property.  And thank you to 
everyone who helped peel, chop, roll, etc. those pasties.  
Your help was greatly appreciated! 
 
While we are thanking people, let’s not forget Marci 
Davis.  She saw an article telling how Grace Centers of 
Hope had run out of toilet paper.  In no time at all, Marci 
organized her own TP campaign at Bethany and in no 
time at all, the front hall at church was loaded with toilet 
paper!   On Nov. 1, Marci will load up her van and drive to 
the GCOH with our donations.   Thank you, Marci! 
 
Please circle your calendar for Gather and Grow©s 
Christmas Tea on December 5.   The time will be 1:00 
PM and the tickets are $10 each.  Cliff 
and Ruth Hanson will cater the tea.  
You will be hearing more as the event 
draws closer. 
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Dec. 5 - Women’s Christmas Tea, 1 PM 
Dec. 6 - Annual Business Mtg., after Worship 

Dec. 9 - All Team Huddle at Jespersen’s, 7 PM 
Dec. 12 - Angel Brunch, 10 AM - 12 PM 

Dec. 13 - Fellowship Dinner after Worship 
Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 6 PM 
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To my Bethany Family, 
 
There are no words for the love and support I’ve felt 
these past few weeks.  The comfort of shared 
messages—some from people I barely know—phone 
calls and meals shared with friends. 
 
I feel very blessed to be part of this church community. 
 

Thank you, Ida McCutcheon 
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by Pam McFarland 

 
Woke up this morning, I was mad 

My hair was looking REALLY BAD! 
I knew no spray or gel or shine 

Would help to tame this mop of mine. 
 

I tried to fix it with a brush 
And next a comb, then in a rush 

I grabbed a fuzzy, knitted hat 
And yanked it on and that was that! 

 
Then driving off in a huff, I knew 

Suddenly what I must do 
For just last week I happened by 

A store of wigs for such as I 
 

And I felt better about my fate 
Until I saw I’d have to wait 

Behind a girl (about eighteen) 
With long blonde locks, I made a scene. 

 
I said “You have all kinds of time,” 

And your hair can’t be as bad as mine!” 
Pulled off my hat and I said “Miss… 
How would you like hair like THIS?” 

 
She turned to me and sweetly smiled 

A friendly look for such a child 
She said “I see you’re short on time, 

So you can go ahead in line.” 
 

Somewhat appeased, I thanked the girl 
And then I said “Why in the world 

Would you cover up that golden shine?” 
And she replied “Ma’am, it isn’t mine.” 

 
“You see since I was only ten 

My hair grows, then falls out again 
So I’m trying on this hair 

Because tomorrow I go back where 
 

They’ll give me chemo to buy some time 
I’ll need some hair, for I’ll lose mine 

To answer your question?  I’d give the world 
To have that wonderful head of curls.” 

 
A rush of sadness; a blush of shame 

Over my selfish presence came 
And I went home so I could pray 

And thank God for my bad hair day. 
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Our Service Team is sponsoring this year’s poinsettia 
sale.  All profits will go into our College 
Scholarship Fund.  Please place your 
order on the following form and drop it in 
the offering plate or bring it by the office. 
 
We will appreciate it if you leave your 
plant/s to beautify our sanctuary until after our Christmas 
Eve service.  Prompt payment is appreciated. 
 
Color Size  Price Quantity  Total 
 
White Small $16.00       
 

White Large $21.45       
 

Red  Small $16.00       
 

Red  Large $21.45       
 

      TOTAL:     
 

Name:            
 

Phone & Email:          
 

Plant/s in honor of:          
 

            
 

Plant/s in memory of:         
 

            
 

 I will pick up my plant/s Christmas Eve. 
 Please deliver my plant/s to the homebound. 

 

Bethany will receive 5% discount on orders placed by 
December 2nd.  Depending on availability, plants may be 
ordered through December 12th. 
 

Questions? Phone or email the Church Office 
248.681.2130 or office@bethanywaterford.org. 
 

------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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Thanks so much to Bethany Baptist Church for your 
generous in-kind donation of food.—Sincerely, 
   Thomas Stowell, Executive Director, Lighthouse 
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By LINC Editor Ellen Whitehead 
 
Have you ever heard of the Six 
Degrees Away from Kevin Bacon 

Theory?   It has become part of pop-culture with the 
concept being that every person on the planet is no more 
than six degrees (or relationships) away from any other 
person on the planet.  In fact, some techies even came 
up with a website (www.glacir.com) to prove this theory.  
It may be a silly game, but I sometimes wonder???? 
 
How many times have you first met someone and find out 
you both have someone or some situation in common?  
For instance, two teachers at my school had never met, 
but found out their brothers went to college together. 
 
I remember when my husband Dave was in the process 
of being diagnosed with multiple sclerosis.  That Sunday, 
a visitor entered the sanctuary with a cane.  I just knew at 
that moment that he had MS.  Sure enough, he came up 
to us after the service to talk about this disease and 
reassure us that everything would be all right. 
 
This past Sunday, I asked for prayers for safe travel as I 
will be going to the Mississippi Gulf Coast region to help 
with the Hurricane Katrina rebuilding.  Jean Wilton’s 
daughter happened to be visiting Bethany that day.  She 
spoke up and thanked our church for “not forgetting us in 
Mississippi as there is still so much work to be done.” 
 
I think that perhaps there just might be something to this 
theory.  We are all God’s children.  He created us in His 
image—from a longshoreman in Los Angeles to a 
secretary in Berlin—an environmentalist in Oregon to a 
fisherman harvesting whales in Japan—a Buddhist monk 
in Nepal to a Southern Baptist in Alabama. 
 
We may have different ideas about what matters in life; 
but know this—our lives matter to God! 
 

More Gather & Grow News 
By Jan Rowe 

 
The Adopt a Grandparent program is under way. Some 
members have applied to be matched to children who 
could benefit from a ‘stand in’ grandparent.  Two matches 
will continue: Nona Bos and Anna McPherson; Marcy 
Davis with Clarissa and Jared Nelson.  Louise Aebersold 
will be matched with Chad Stadler and Roy and Becky 
Langolf are waiting to be matched. We appreciate their 
stepping up to volunteer for the program. If you haven’t 
considered being a grandparent, please think about it as 
a Bethany ministry and contact Jan Rowe.  
 

It’s not too early to start thinking about the holidays.  
Again this year, Gather & Grow will participate in 
HAVEN’S Holiday Help Gift Giveaway to make sure 
their clients have the gifts they need to make their holiday 
brighter. HAVEN helps thousands of domestic abuse 
victims each year.  As you start your holiday shopping, 
please keep in mind their need for children’s toys, winter 
coats or house wares.  A more specific wish list will be 
available later. The deadline for collecting new items 
will be at the Christmas Tea on Saturday, December 5 
and a box will be placed in the parlor for your 
contributions.  For more information or questions, please 
contact Jan Rowe.  
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We would like to offer an opportunity for individuals to 
advertise their business card in upcoming issues of 
Bethany’s LINC newsletter.  This will not only give our 
members an inexpensive way to advertise, but also 
provide some revenue to offset church expenses such as 
the printing of the LINC to those who still need a hard 
copy version.  Here’s an example (size will be restricted 
to a business card size – 2” x 3 1/2”): 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The cost will be $10.00 per issue or $100.00 for the year 
(12 issues).  You can request to run your business card a 
certain month or for a certain event or time of year.  
 
Questions?  Call James Bolin at 248-722-4516. 
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1.  Proposal to move from Active Membership to Inactive Membership 
for 2009 Annual Report 

 

2.  Proposal to delete from Church Membership 
(Clerk database and Church’s Servant Keeper database) 

 
The following paragraphs are taken from Bethany Baptist Church’s Constitution and Bylaws and describe the definitions of 
a church member, inactive member, and the criteria for dismissal as a member.   According to the Constitution & Bylaws, 
the congregation is to review this information at the annual December Business Meeting, with publication one month prior to 
the meeting.  Therefore, this information is presented for your review: 
 

 

Active Membership described in Bethany Baptist Church Constitution and Bylaws – Article 4, Section 2: 
Members are considered active upon completion of Orientation regarding Bethany and its ministries, and upon receiving the 
Right Hand of Fellowship.  The Pastor and a team assigned by the Church Council shall be responsible for membership 
orientation. 
 
Members shall be considered active as long as they have attended, participated in any of the Church programs, or made a 
financial contribution of record to the Christian work of Bethany Baptist Church during a period of two (2) years proceeding 
the current year. 
 
Members unable to be active because of confinement to home or a care facility, service in the military, or away at college 
shall be exempted from the above requirement. 
 
Inactive Membership described in Bethany Baptist Church Constitution and Bylaws – Article 4, Sec. 3: 
A member shall be considered inactive if they have not attended, have not participated in any of the Church programs, or 
made a financial contribution of record to the Christian work of Bethany Baptist Church for a period of two (2) years.  They 
shall be placed on an inactive list only after careful consideration.  The Church Clerk shall annually create a list of potential 
inactive members based on data from computer records and other sources.  This list is to be published for congregational 
review, at least one (1) month prior to the December Annual Business Meeting. 
 
Dismissal described in Bethany Baptist Church Constitution and Bylaws – Article 4, Section 4.4:  
Inactive members may be removed from inactive membership if there has been no contact with the Church for a total of five 
(5) years or more.  The Church Clerk shall create a list to be published for Congregation review, at least one (1) month prior 
to the December Annual Business Meeting.   
 
Restoration of Membership as described in Bethany Church Constitution and Bylaws – Art. 4, Sec. 1.4: 
Any person whose membership has been canceled may be restored to fellowship again upon their request. 
 

 
The enclosed list indicates the people who are being: 

1) Proposed to move from Active Membership to Inactive Membership for 2009:  Not met the above stated 
requirements during 2007 & 2008. 

2) Proposed to move from Inactive Membership to Removal from Membership:  Not met stated requirements as 
noted above. 
 

These proposals will be voted on at the Congregational Annual Business Meeting on December 6, 2009, after the worship 
service.  If anyone has a question or concern about this, please contact Ellen Whitehead (248-807-2178) or Pastor James 
(248-722-4516). 
 
Thank you, 
Ellen Whitehead, Church Clerk 
 
Proposed to move from Active Membership to Inactive Membership for 2009: 
Austin, Vanessa  Fall, Star     McGibbon, Shaun 
Borich, Shelli   Fisher, Kristie    Schlenkert, Tim 
Childers, Cari   Frank, Kimberlee   Wardach, Linda 
Dondzila, Meghan  Garlinghouse, Louise  Wegner, Michael 
Dondzila, Melissa  Hanson, Amanda   Woods, Charlene 
Evans, Max A. Jr.  McCutcheon, Maggie 
 
Proposed to move from Inactive Membership to Deletion from Church Membership Databases: 
Allhands, Larry 
Scantland, Betty 

October 27, 2009 
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Website: www.bethanywaterford.org 
(Copies of this newsletter are available on the website) 
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����  Tender People for Tough Times ����  
 
When you need Bethany’s Pastoral Staff, for any reason 
at all, just call: 
 
  Church Office: 248-681-2130 (Fax is 248-681-9798) 

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. (Monday-Friday) 
Email: Office@bethanywaterford.org 

   Rev. James Bolin at home: 248-722-4516 
 

Being a family of faith means 
you don’t have to go it alone – CALL US! 
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To activate the Bethany Prayer Chain, call one of the 
following individuals: 
 

�  Joyce Hice – (248) 335-9026 
�  Joann Shulte – (248) 682-1109 or 
�  Church Office – (248) 681-2130 

We welcome your contributions to the LINC.  The December LINC deadline is Thursday, 
November 19.  Email articles to Ellen Whitehead at whitehee@clarkston.k12.mi.us or put 
them in the tray in the Church Office.  Please get articles in by the deadline.  Thanks! 
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