BETHANY CHURCH

National Day of Prayer

May 4, 2006

WELCOME / ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP


Leader:
The Lord be with you,


People:
And also with you.

Leader:
I was glad when they said unto me,


People:
Let us go into the house of the Lord.


Leader:
Let us sing.

HYMN NO. 623
“Sweet Hour of Prayer”

MEDITATION


PRAYER FOR OUR NATION AND ALL GOVERNMENT LEADERS

Leader:
Almighty God, grant your blessings on our nation.  We have not always followed your ways or embraced your truths.  But many in our nation have hearts for spreading the gospel message in our culture, in our time.  Help us to influence our nation to stand for truth and justice in all circumstances and draw us by your Spirit to be witnesses to the power of God and the compassion of Christ.  Please bless our President, our Governor, our Township Supervisor and all those who are involved in government.  May they be guided by your Spirit to do the right thing in the decisions they make.

People:
We lift this prayer to the God of truth and justice who is known as Yahweh, Jehovah, Elohim, El Shaddai, and the Father of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen.

PRAYER FOR OUR MILITARY, OUR POLICE, OUR FIREFIGHTERS, AND OUR NURSES

Leader:
Lord of Life, enfold your protecting wings around all those who seek to protect and serve us.  We pray for persons in our military who risk their lives for our sakes and for the innocent.  Send your holy angels to shield them from danger and death.  Give to our police officers and firefighters the security of your divine armor when in danger and the knowledge of our deep appreciation for them at all times.  Bless the nurses who dedicate their lives to ministering to the sick and suffering.  Give them the benefit of your loving Spirit.

People:
We lift this prayer to the one God, whose grace is generous and abundant.  Hear our prayer O Lord.  Amen.

PRAYER FOR WORLD LEADERS AND WORLD PEACE

Leader:
Creator of the Universe, author of Life upon the earth, despite the desires of peace loving people, our world remains a frightening and dangerous place.  Nuclear proliferation alarms us.  Violence and  war are ubiquitous.  Selfishness, greed and anger can be found in the hearts of people all over the globe.  Blanket our world with the security and peace that is desired by all the people who truly commune with you.  Inspire us by your grace to be instruments of your peace in our own lives.  Infiltrate the minds and hearts of world leaders so that they will conform to your desire for peace and justice and good health for all the peoples of the world.

People:
O Ruler of the Universe, maker of heaven and earth, bless the efforts of good people everywhere who promote peace and seek justice and good health for all peoples.  Amen.

PRAYER FOR FAMILIES, YOUTH, AND CHILDREN

Leader:
Our Father who art in heaven, we pray that by the influence of your Spirit that our families would be strengthened and healed.  May the image of the loving, holy family in Bethlehem become a reality for us as well as we do family life.  May broken families, blended families, single parent families, and extended families find the grace they need in your all encompassing love.  Watch over our youth as they face temptations and pressures that we can only imagine.  Fill them with your Spirit as a defense against the wiles of the devil.  Help them to grow in faith.  Guide us as we teach them the ways of the Lord.  We know that Jesus loved children, and so do we.  Sensitize us to their needs and their experience as we introduce them to the Christ we know and love.  Protect their innocence and keep them from harm.  We offer this prayer in the loving name of Jesus.


People:
Amen, and again we say Amen. 

HYMN NO. 629
“Lord, Listen to Your Children Praying”

PRAYER REQUESTS AND MOMENTS OF SILENCE

PRAYER FOR FRIENDS, NEIGHBORS, CO-WORKERS, AND STRANGERS

Leader:
O God who calls us all your children, hear our prayer.  We ask you to bless those dear to our hearts, our friends, our neighbors, and our co-workers.  Give them all good health and good experiences.  May we be there for each other during the difficult days we all must  face.  We also pray for the strangers we encounter.  May our lives so reflect Christ and his teachings, that even strangers may be drawn by our witness and example into the loving fold of your church.

People:
Use us to embrace all those around us with an experience of your holy presence.  Amen.

PRAYER FOR THOSE WHO SUFFER AND GRIEVE

Leader:
Gracious God, we are aware of those around us who suffer.  Give us eyes to see their pain, give us ears to hear the sorrow they express, give us hearts to respond with compassion.  There are  many who grieve the loss of a spouse, a parent, a child, a loved one.  Comfort their hearts with the embrace of your Spirit and with the promise of reunion and eternal life.


People:
To the God of peace and comfort we lift our prayers.

PRAYER FOR THE CHURCH

Leader:
We appeal to Christ, the head of the Church, to take command of our hearts and our wills so that together our faith community may become nothing less than the Body of Christ.  Coordinate our many parts, expressed in the gifts you have given, into an extension of Christ’s own ministry.  Only you O Lord, are qualified to lead and guide your church.  So we seek the mind of Christ in all things.  Bless our many ministries.  May they always be a reflection of the mind of Christ.  Help us grow as disciples’ of Christ.  Give us the desire to seek the lost and heal the broken through the power of your divine love.

People:
We pledge to follow the Christ, the head of the Body.  We pray seeking your will in all things.  Amen.

CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS

Leader:
Humbly we acknowledge our sins and confess our unworthiness to stand before the throne of grace.

People:
Dear Lord, we confess.

Leader:
Bury our sins in the deepest depth of the ocean, place them as far as east is from west.

People:
Remember our sins no more.
Leader:
The promise of forgiveness is offered to those who confess.

People:
We long for forgiveness and renewal.

Leader:
Receive the forgiveness of Christ and embrace it with joy.

People:
Thank you Lord.  Your grace is a beautiful and wondrous thing.

Leader:
Amen.

People:
Amen.

PRAYER FOR OURSELVES

Leader:
My Lord and my God, pour your tender  mercies upon me as I wrestle with worries, trouble, or pain.  Heal my heart of all sorrow and guide my footsteps in this short life of mine.  Make me more loving, make me more aware of the feelings of others, make me  more sensitive to the spiritual opportunities, you place in my way, to be a witness for Christ.  You know my heart.  Keep me from temptation but when it confronts me give me the courage to overcome it by your grace.  Take my imperfect efforts to please you and serve you and receive them as the acts of love and devotion which I intend.  Stay ever near me so that at the moment of my death, my soul will be guided to that heavenly place where loved ones will be reunited and where I can enjoy you forever.

People:
I lift this prayer to the God who loves me and comforts me and speaks directly to my heart.  I love you and praise you and place my heart and soul in your care.  Amen.

RESPONSE OF THE PEOPLE


Leader:
We rejoice in sweet communion with our God.


People:
Happily, we join ourselves to the Christ, who died for our sins,

Yet lives in our hearts as the resurrected Lord of our lives.
Leader:
Go from this place as people of prayer who connect with God daily and pray without ceasing.

People:
Praise be to God, our rock and our redeemer.

Leader:
Amen.

People:
Amen.

BENEDICTION

GO IN PEACE

COMING EVENTS

Sunday, May 7 – Nelson Haynes leading a study of “Walking the Bible” in the sanctuary, 9:30 AM

Sunday, May 7 – COMMUNION; PEACE SUNDAY, 10:30 AM

Sunday, May 14 – MOTHER’S DAY

· a gift for every woman –

Sunday, May 21 – CAMP SUNDAY & BREAKFAST BRUNCH

Youth leading Service

Wear your camping clothes

Gordie Fall preaching

Breakfast Brunch after worship to support our campers

Sunday, May 28 – MEMORIAL SUNDAY

Come to worship at 10:30 AM

Remember our fallen service men and women

Honor your friends and loved ones who are with the Lord
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