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Nov. 1 - Harvest Fest and Chili Cook-Off, 6 PM 

Nov. 9 - Veterans Honored in Worship 
Nov. 16 - Scottish Sunday (wear your tartans) 

Nov. 23 - Thanksgiving Sunday (bring a symbol of thanks) 
Nov. 29 - Hanging of the Greens, 10 AM 

Nov. 30 – 1st Sunday in Advent - Dreams of Christmas 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters of Bethany: 
 
So, on October 20, I went to Pontiac Osteopathic 
Hospital.  I had a full hip replacement.  Here’s what 
happened.  They got me ready for surgery and then 
Connie Croff came to see me.  She was in the operating 
room with me and took pictures 
of the whole operation!  Let me 
know if you’d like to see them. 
 
Shortly into the procedure, the 
doctor discovered the source of 
all my pain for the past 10 
months.  The ball in my hip was 
fused to the socket!  It was literally stuck in place.  In 
fact, it took the doctor 20 minutes to pry the ball loose 
with a hammer and chisel.  He installed a cobalt/chrome 
hip.  And we were done.  They sent me home on 
October 23.  I’m recovering slowly (but nicely).  The back 
pain that drove me to surgery is gone.  I’m making plans 
to take dance lessons in the spring. 
 
I am so grateful to everyone who helped me in some 
way or offered prayers on my behalf.  A number of 
people came to see me in the hospital.  During one visit, 
several of us got to laughing so loud and long that the 
nurses had to come in and remind us that we were in a 
hospital! 
 
If I have been slow in returning calls or completing 
projects, I apologize.  I hope to be back up to speed in 
the near future. 
 
I AM THANKFUL FOR: my grandson Colin learning to 
walk; relief from constant back pain; having such a 
wonderful church family; having such good friends and 
loving family; good books; happy memories. 
 
HOW ABOUT YOU?  On Sunday, November 23, you are 
invited to bring gifts of thanks to the altar during the 
service.  You may write something on a blank leaf 
available at Grand Central OR you may bring a picture 
or token of what you are thankful for.  Think about your 
blessings and come prepared to offer "thanks" to God. 
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Dec. 6 - Women’s Christmas Tea, 1 PM 

Dec. 7 - "Dreams of Christmas" Advent Adventure 
Dec. 13 - Angel Brunch, 10 AM 

Dec. 24 - Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 6 PM 
 

 
2009 Pledge Campaign 

 
On Sunday, November 2, we will launch our 2009 
Pledge Campaign.  You will receive a letter in the mail 
from Pastor James telling all about our needs and 
dreams for 2009 and how you can help.  Pledge cards 
will also be available in the pews and at Grand Central.  
Please return your pledge forms to the office or in the 
offering plate by Saturday, November 15.  We will be 
dedicating pledges during worship on Sunday, 
November 16.  Copies of the proposed 2009 church 
budget will be available at Grand Central on Sunday, 
November 2. 

Scripture and Sermon Titles for November 
 

Small Group Series Continued: 
IF YOU WANT TO WALK ON WATER YOU’VE GOT TO 

GET OUT OF THE BOAT 
 
11/02 COMMUNION 
 Sermon: "Growing a Spirit of Resiliency" 
 
11/09 VETERAN’S SUNDAY (Veterans Honored); 

FELLOWSHIP DINNER 
 Sermon: "Waiting on Godet" 
 
11/16 SCOTTISH SUNDAY (wear your tartans) 
 Sermon: "How Big is Your God?"  
 
11/23 THANKSGIVING SUNDAY 
 Sermon: "Benefactors and Beneficiaries" 
 
11/30 1st SUNDAY OF ADVENT: DREAMS OF 

CHRISTMAS 
 Sermon: "What are Your Christmas Dreams?" 
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Nancy Maxfield & Amy Nelson 

 
Gather and Grow has had a busy and yet a very fulfilling 
fall.  In September, our chocolate party was small in 
numbers but a great success.  Everyone who attended 
certainly enjoyed a relaxing evening getting to know 
each other better - and eating chocolate.  Thank you, 
Amy, for a job well done. 
 
Another big thank you goes to Tina Davis & Marci Davis 
and all who worked so hard on a most successful 
spaghetti dinner.  A special note of appreciation to Cliff 
Hanson for making the sauces and Michaelle Stidham 
for baking all those cookies!  G&G earned a profit of 
$637.  We think this should be a repeat. 
 
The only word in our vocabulary that would describe our 
weekend at SpringHill is AWESOME!  Thirteen ladies 
from Bethany experienced a retreat we will long 
remember.  The weather was perfect.  The fall colors 
were beautiful.  Our speaker, Liz Curtis Higgs, was most 
inspirational.  The music had us on our feet and 
clapping.  The breakout sessions were meaningful and 
there only two activities that one of us did not attend - 
bungy jumping and tie-dying T-shirts.  Bethany women 
are adventurous!  Some were up at 6 AM to swim laps 
and didn©t stop until after the 11 PM nature walk.  All 808 
of us learned the true meaning of "TA DA" - it means 
"Thank you, Father." 
 
Nona Bos & Tina Davis led a Bible study based on Beth 
Moore©s "Get Out of the Pit."  The women have really 
enjoyed this series and Nona will continue the series on 
Wednesday, November 19 at her home.  Come at 5:30 
for light snacks and the study will begin at 6:00. 
 
November promises to be an active month for us as well.  
We are looking forward to the Historical Houses of 
Worship Tour on the 4th.  Afterward, we know we will 
have a greater appreciation of Detroit’s old churches.   
 
Saturday, November 8th at 10:00 AM, Michaelle 
Stidham, Marci Davis and Pat Waters will be preparing a 
breakfast for the ladies.  Josh Nelson, who is a health 
inspector for Oakland County, will speak to us on the 
proper way to keep not only Bethany©s kitchen but our 
own kitchens clean and safe.  This breakfast will also be 
our annual kick-off for our Christmas drive for HAVEN.  
Please bring new, unwrapped toys and/or clothing to this 
breakfast.  HAVEN is in need of plus size women©s 
clothing - especially sweat suits.  Childcare will be 
available at the breakfast. 
 
Circle your calendar for December 6th at 4:00 PM for 
G&G©s Christmas Tea.  Michaelle Stidham will once 
again be preparing a memorable tea.  This time it will be 
a high tea - like a whole meal.  Our theme will be 
international Christmas traditions.  Tickets will be $10.  
See Connie Croff for tickets and Marci Davis if you are 
willing to host a table.   
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This month, one of our talented youths, Mary Schultz, 
wrote this beautiful poem; so poignant this time of year! 
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The need is great!  Please bring canned 
goods or dry goods for Lighthouse on 
Sunday, November 9.  Containers are in the 
vestibule. 
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Monday Morning Bible Study 
 
During November, you are invited to our Morning Bible 
Study at 10:15 AM.  We will be looking at the Gospel of 
Mark.  In November, the group will meet in the 
Fellowship Hall.  Refreshments will be served. 
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All men and boys are invited to the Men’s Breakfast on 
Saturday, Nov. 15 at the Green Apple Restaurant on 
Cooley Lake Road.  8:30 AM. 
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Sunday, November 16 is SCOTTISH 
SUNDAY.  Everyone is invited to wear 
something Scottish (tartans, kilts, shirts, 
etc.)  We will explore the faith of the 
Scots with songs, and bagpipes. 
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On Sunday, November 23, bring a symbol of what you 
are thankful for to the worship service with you.  It may 
be on object, a photo, or anything that strikes your fancy.  
You may also write something you are thankful for on 
one of the blank leaves you will find at Grand Central.  
You will have an opportunity during the service to bring 
your items to the altar in an act of thanksgiving worship.  
What "thanks" will you bring? 
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Copies of our By-Laws (as recently revised) are 
available on line and at Grand Central.  Visit our web 
site: www.bethanywaterford.org   
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You are welcome to join the Book Club.  We will meet at 
Panera’s on M-59 at 9:15 AM on Friday, December 5.  
Louise Abersold will lead a spirited discussion on the 
book “Fives Quarters of the Orange” by Joanne Harris.  
Copies will be available in the church office.  
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Our goal was to raise $1600 for this important effort. 
Guess what?  We raised $1,800 so far!  Thanks to all 
who responded so graciously to support the missionaries 
we send around to the world to do the work of Christ! 
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by Amy Nelson 

 
Now that I have your attention, I just want to remind you 
that when you purchase scrip through our program it is 
like the church is getting free money.  You pay $25 for a 
Speedway gas card you would end up paying $25 for 
anyway.  When you buy that card through the scrip 
program, Bethany gets $1.  Sounds like a small amount 
but it sure adds up quick.  So far, over $30,000 worth of 
Speedway gas has been purchased by our Bethany 
family.  That adds up to a $1,200 profit from Speedway 
purchases alone.  As of 10/25/08, we are $2,899.30 from 
our goal of $7,500 profit from the scrip program.   
  
Don’t forget to use your Kroger scrip card when grocery 
shopping.  Our Kroger scrip has significantly decreased 
since late spring.  If you stop by customer service and 
load up that card when you enter the store the funds will 
be available to use by the time you check out.   
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We recently welcomed some new members to Bethany.  
We haven’t been able to round up their pictures yet, but 
will do so soon.  In the meantime, please seek them out 
and give them a great BIG Bethany welcome!  They are 
the Carter family, Tuohy family, and Bergman family.  
 

Church Membership Review 
 

In December, a business meeting will be held and 
included in that meeting will be the annual review of 
church membership.  Bethany’s Bylaws outline these 
procedures and at this time we are publishing the 
proposed membership revisions for your review (see 
enclosed information).   
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 � � � � � � ��
By Lottie Jesperson 

 
The food pantry shelves at Lighthouse 
are low.  The need for food is high—higher than it has 
been in a very long time.  Will you help us stock the 
shelves with non-perishable Thanksgiving Day dinner 
food items? 
 
We are also asking for dollar donations that Lighthouse 
will use for purchasing turkeys to complete the meal.  
We estimate the cost of providing a turkey to be $25.  
Food items and $$ must be at the church by Sunday, 
November 16. 
 
Our challenge—10 turkeys—$250 and food items for 20 
baskets!  Perhaps you can only afford to give a 
drumstick or a wing—that will work—it all adds up to a 
turkey!  Let’s seek holiday joy by what we give and not 
by what we want to get.  
 
 

 Be still and know that I am God. 
(Psalm 46:10) 
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By Rodger Zeller 

 
This month we had the opportunity of exercising one of 
the greatest privileges of being a citizen in a democratic 
society—this is to vote for the leaders of our 
government.  I hope all of you who were eligible to vote 
did so.  I can’t imagine any of you choosing not to vote. 
 
It is hard to understand why less than 70% of those 
eligible to vote end up casting a ballot.  There tends to 
be an inverse relation between voting and age.  Those in 
their 70’s and 80’s vote in much higher percentages than 
those in their 20’s.  I fear that schools are not doing an 
adequate job of teaching students the value of being an 
active citizen.  I remember taking a Civics class as a 
high school senior. 
 
A proper understanding of our Christian faith encourages 
us to be good citizens.  Jesus says “Render therefore to 
Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and to God the 
things that are God’s” (Matthew 22:21). 
 
Voting is not the only privilege of citizenship.  Another 
privilege is to serve as a juror.  Trial by a jury of fellow 
citizens is a long established tradition in our court 
system. 
 
Our Christian faith encourages us to be good citizens, 
serving others and being good neighbors is encouraged 
by our Christian faith.  These are important elements in 
citizenship.  Matthew 22:39 says “You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.” 
 
I hope everyone voted and remembered their Christian 
values when doing so. 
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Bethany welcomed Linnea Berg, Executive Director of 
Friendship House as our guest preacher in October.  
The following is an excerpt from a letter Ms. Berg 
recently sent to our Mission Board: 
 
“We are finishing the last year that Friendship House will 
receive any funding from the American Baptist Churches 
of Michigan . . . in 2001, the ABC-MI supported us at 
$60,000 per year. . . the amount has steadily decreased 
and we expect our last payment 12-31-08. 
 
Friendship House is one of only 19 neighborhood action 
programs in the United States.  For 79 years, Friendship 
House has faithfully fulfilled the command of Jesus to 
care for the poor . . . including feeding the hungry, 
clothing the naked, providing hospitality to the alien and 
stranger and providing light to a dark corner of our world. 
 
Without at least $8,250 coming in during 2009 to replace 
the ABC-MI pledge, Friendship House will be on the 
brink of closure. . . We believe God wants us to continue 

our ministry in Hamtramck, and we invite your church to 
put Friendship House in your 2009 mission budget. . . 
 
We ask for your prayerful consideration of what God 
would have your church do in 2009 to minister to the 
poor and the stranger through Friendship House. 
 
We thank you so much for the funds we received from 
Bethany in May. 
 
Cordially – Linnea A. Berg, Executive Director 
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By Ellen Whitehead, LINC Editor 
 
Along with 12 other women, I attended the 
Women’s Retreat at Spring Hill Camp in 
Evart, Michigan.  Wow!   

 
There was a little something for everyone who attended 
from workshops for caregivers to free falling on a zip-
line; making bird house chapels from stones to our 
inspirational keynote speaker, Liz Curtis Higgs.   
 
I enjoyed the camaraderie of my fellow Bethany women 
and meeting other Christians from across the state—
over 800 of us!  I also enjoyed some wonderful alone 
time with my God.  On a perfect autumn day with a 
sapphire blue sky, I kayaked alone across a still pond; 
marveling at the blazing color of leaves rimming the 
water’s edge.  Beautiful! 
 
My last night, I decided to venture off into the woods 
alone and stash my sleeping bag and pillow in a tee-pee 
I had spotted earlier in the day.  It was in a section of the 
camp not being used by our retreat.  Only a half-mile 
walk, it was close enough not to be frightened—yet far 
away enough to be able to spend the night alone with 
God.  What an experience!  It was eerily quiet.  Not a 
peep from a bird, not a scamper of a chipmunk—no 
sounds at all.  At first, I was a little afraid, but then I 
imagined that Jesus was sleeping in the upper bunk and 
my fear floated away like the crimson maple leaves 
escaping my kayak’s paddle.  We talked into the night. 
 
Experiences such as these make me realize that God is 
everywhere!  He is upon the faces of hundreds of 
women singing praise hymns.  He is in the shadows of 
the moonlight’s glow upon stately pines.  He is in the 
laughter of a large, beautiful guest speaker who has 
turned her life around because of his grace . . . and he is 
with me in the silence of a canvas tee-pee nestled atop a 
wooded hill in northern Michigan. 
 
How lucky I am!  God is good.  God is great.  Let us 
thank Him, and thank him, and thank him. 
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Website: www.bethanywaterford.org 
(Copies of this newsletter are available on the website) 
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����  Tender People for Tough Times ����  
 
When you need Bethany’s Pastoral Staff, for any reason 
at all, just call: 
 
  Church Office: 248-681-2130 (Fax is 248-681-9798) 

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. (Monday-Friday) 
Email: Office@bethanywaterford.org 

   Rev. James Bolin at home: 248-722-4516 
 

Being a family of faith means 
you don’t have to go it alone – CALL US! 
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To activate the Bethany Prayer Chain, call one of the 
following individuals: 
 

�  Joyce Hice – (248) 335-9026 
�  Joann Shulte – (248) 682-1109 or 
�  Church Office – (248) 681-2130 

We welcome your contributions to the LINC.  The December LINC deadline is 
Sunday, November 16.  Email articles to Ellen Whitehead at 
twinlakede@comcast.net or put them in the tray in the Church Office.  Please get 
articles in by the deadline.  Thanks! 


