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May 7 - National Day of Prayer, 6 PM Dinner; 7 PM Service 

May 9 - "Springtime at Bethany" Brunch, 10:30 AM - 12:30 PM 
May 10 - Mother/Mentor Day Celebration 

May 17 - Camp Sunday & Pancake Breakfast after Church 
May 30 - Trivia Game Night, 7 PM 

May 31 - Pentecost Sunday (wear red) 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters of Bethany: 
 
When I was a boy growing up in a Southern Baptist 
Church in Michigan (not an oxymoron - there were many 
such churches in the north in the 50's & 60's, 
still are for that matter), I remember singing 
hymns from the old Broadman Hymnal.  One 
of the songs I enjoyed singing was 
"Pentecostal Power", the chorus of which 
was a rousing march with the following 
words: "Lord, send the old-time pow’r, The 
Pentecostal pow’r!  Thy floodgates of 
blessing on us throw open wide!  Lord, send the old-time 
pow’r, the Pentecostal Pow’r, That sinners be converted 
and Thy name glorified!" 
  
This gospel hymn from the early 20th century captured 
the excitement and freshness of Pentecost, made it real 
for the believer who joyfully sang it.  I wonder!  I wonder 
if we can recapture some of that Pentecostal Power?  
Pentecost is the birthday of the church, commemorating 
the coming of the Holy Spirit into the midst of that first 
group of disciples.  A day, according to Acts 2, when 
3,000 were added to the community as a result of the 
preaching of the Apostles. 
 
The miracle of the day was not the conversions, but the 
fact that people of many languages and many cultures 
heard the good news of Jesus in their own languages.  It 
is a story about the breaking of barriers.  Language 
barriers, culture barriers, racial barriers - all broken by 
the power of God and the message of Christ.  Such 
barriers are still before us.  Pentecost is about the 
breaking of barriers. 
 
It is a sign of the effectiveness of the good news we 
preach if barriers are broken in our proclamation of the 
gospel and our living out of the gospel.  Are people of all 
classes, ages, economic circumstances, and colors 
welcomed into the church family?  Our counter-culture 
attitudes and efforts inculcated and lived out?  Things 
like loving your enemy, helping the stranger, visiting the 
sick, the incarcerated, the lonely? 
 
Pentecost is a day to take stock.  Do we have the 
Pentecostal Power, you know, the power from on High, 

 
that comes from God?  And if not, why not?  Yes, 
Pentecost is a day of celebration, of remembering, of 
taking stock, but it is also a day of Prayer.  First the 
disciples prayed, then they acted, then the Holy Spirit 
moved.  That’s the pattern.  So, Pentecost must be first 
of all a day of Prayer - "that floodgates of blessing on us 
throw open wide!"   
 
SUNDAY, MAY 31 IS PENTECOST.  It is traditional to 
wear something red on Pentecost to mimic the color of 
the "tongues of fire" mentioned in the Acts 2 text.  Plan 
on coming to worship that day.  We will sing the hymn 
"Pentecostal Power".  We will celebrate.  We will pray. 
Come, let us be the church of today.  
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On Thursday, May 7, we will observe the National Day 
of Prayer.  Prayer Guides are available at Grand Central.  
You are encouraged to pray for our nation and its 
elected officials.  The church will be open beginning at 9 
AM.  You may come for a personal time of prayer in the 
sanctuary any time.  ALSO, we will have a "Soup & 
Sandwich" dinner at 6 PM followed by a public prayer 
service at 7 PM.  Please make plans to attend. 
 

Scripture and Sermon Titles for May 
      
05/03 PEACE SUNDAY; COMMUNION 
 Scripture: Matthew 5:9; I John 3:1-7 
 Sermon: "The Essence of Peacemaking" 
 
05/07 NATIONAL DAY OF PRAYER 
 6 PM - Soup & Sandwiches 
 7 PM - Prayer Service 
 
05/10 MOTHER/MENTOR DAY 
 Scripture: II Timothy 1:5 
 Sermon: "What is Taught vs. What is Caught" 
 
05/17 CAMP SUNDAY 
 PANCAKE BREAKFAST AFTER WORSHIP 
 Youth Led Service 
 
05/24 MEMORIAL SUNDAY 
 
05/31 PENTECOST 
 Scripture: Acts 2:1-13 
 Sermon: "Happy Birthday" 
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The Journey of the Sixteen 
 
On Palm Sunday, we were ecstatic to welcome sixteen 
of our young people into the Bethany family through the 
waters of baptism.  
 
How it all began….  
 
They started on a fun Baptism Scavenger Hunt, where 
they traveled in cars to various locations to understand 
what it means to be saved in concrete ways.  
 
Many of our young people then attended Pastor James’ 
baptism classes, where they explored what it means to 
be Jesus’ forever friend.   Their parents attended their 
own class where they gained tools and language to help 
their children on their faith walk, and also received their 
own copy of Leading Your Kids to Jesus.  
 
What a phenomenal experience watching all of them 
express their faith to their family, friends and church 
family!  Keep the following new members in your prayers 
as they continue their Christian walk with Jesus—they’re 
off to a great start:  
 
Alair Berman, Faith Love, Jaime Carter, Connie Starick, 
Casey Starick, Caitlin Morgan, Brady Morgan, Adam 
Upleger, Madison Carter, Allison Tuohy, Dylan Fisher, 
Robert Tuohy, Ryan Talbot, Cleveland Talbot, Anna 
McPherson, Michael Croff  
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Beginning in May, we will be sending the LINC to 
everyone via e-mail.  If you do not have email, or if you 
are unlikely to read the LINC online, or if you don’t 
actually check your e-mail, or even if you just plain prefer 
to get your LINC in the mail—we want to hear from you!!!  
ALSO, if we don’t have your current e-mail address, we 
need it!  SO, we have created a form to give the office 
some clarity about who prefers a Snail Mail LINC.  The 
form is at Grand Central and will be in the bulletin 
throughout the month of April.  Or, call us at 
248-681-2130 to give your preference.  You may also 
e-mail us at office@bethanywaterford.org. 
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On Sunday, May 31 we will celebrate Pentecost (the 
birthday of the Christian Church)!  It is traditional to wear 
something red and you are encouraged to do so.  
Tongues are red (kind of) and fire is red (kind of).  
Tongues and fire are part of a wonderful story we will 
review and recognize as ongoing to this very day.  We 
will have a special cake and birthday celebration!  Don’t 
miss the fun. 
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You are invited to join those reading the book The Story 
of Edgar Sawtelle by David Wroblewski on Friday, May 8 
at 9:15 AM.  We will be meeting at Andy Pepper’s place 
@ Sunrise, 5700 Water Tower Place, Clarkston, MI 
48346 (off Dixie Hwy. just past White Lake Road).  You’ll 
need to pick up a copy of the book at the library or a 
bookstore.  See you there. 
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On Sunday, May 10 we will observe Mother/Mentor Day 
in honor of mothers and mentors who have positively 
impacted our lives.  All women in attendance during 
worship will receive a gift.  Pastor James will deliver an 
inspirational message entitled "What is Taught vs. What 
is Caught."  Come and celebrate the mothers and 
mentors who have made a difference in our lives. 
 

Women &  Investing Workshop 
(Gather and Grow Special Event!) 

 
Some smart ladies from Bethany got together for lunch. 
 The discussion turned to one on investments.  They 
decided that they could learn about this topic if they put 
their heads together.  One lady suggested a book called 
“Smart Women Finish Rich.”  Another had information on 
investment clubs.  They decided that learning about 
investments could be a fun night out with a purpose, so 
they secured Investment Advisor.  Donna Stadler to 
facilitate a program on investing. We hope you can 
come. 
 

Women and Investing Workshop 
Tuesday, May 12th 

7 - 8:30 PM 
 

Come for info, ideas, fellowship, refreshments, and door 
prizes.  Leave with a workbook for your own financial 
strategy. 
 

Securities offered through Michigan Securities, Inc. 
800-403-2726 

21415 Civic Center Drive, Suite 200 
Southfield, Michigan 48076 

Member FINRA/SIPC 
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June 6 - Spring Clean Up, 8:30 AM 
June 7 - Graduation Sunday & Reception 

June 20 - Julie Run for Open Door 
(9 AM - 12 PM) 

June 21 - Father’s Day Celebration 
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By Nancy Maxfield 

 
We hope you are one of the 56 ladies who will be 
sharing our "Springtime at Bethany" brunch with us.  
This promises to be a very special morning. Michaelle 
Stidham is preparing a fantastic menu for us (Calorie 
free?  I don't think so).  And a most meaningful program 
is in the works.  May 3rd is the last Sunday you may 
purchase your $7 ticket from Nona Bos.  So, circle your 
calendar, ask a friend to come with you and join us on 
Saturday, May 9th from 10:30 to 12:30.  See you there! 
 
The Bible study "Slightly Bad Girls of the Bible" has been 
completed.  We have started a second series called 
"The Really Bad Girls of the Bible."  This meets each 
Thursday morning at 9:30 AM at the Maxfields'.  You are 
welcome to attend any or all of this series.  This program 
is designed so that you can jump in at any time.  So 
come for coffee, laughs, prayer and learn something 
new about a really bad girl in the Bible. 
 
A big thank you to Cathy Haynes and Lottie Jespersen.  
Cathy hosted a most successful G&G craft night last 
month.  From that developed a Friday night knitting club 
(making hats for chemo patients).  If you like to knit, join 
the ladies on the second Friday night of the month.  
Also, Lottie for hosting the Chick Flick in April.  Everyone 
who attended certainly enjoyed themselves.  Thank you 
ladies! 
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Kum Ba Ya!! 
Camp Sunday 

May 17th 
 
Join us as we celebrate Camp 
Lael's Ministry.  
 

Dress in your camp casuals and worship with the youth.  
 
Stay after for our Annual Camp Pancake Brunch.  
 
We will take donations for brunch as well as seeking 
sponsors for camp scholarships.  
�
�
�
�

Calling All Graduates!! 
High School, College and Technical School Graduates 

 
Graduation Sunday is June 7th.  We will honor 
graduates with gifts and a congratulatory reception 
following Service.  Call office with your information.  
 
Congratulations!!!  
�
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The Mom’s Club that meets at our church is sponsoring 
an event on Saturday, May 23.  Bring your child anytime 
from 10 AM - 2 PM, to be registered with the MI Child ID 
Program.  The MI Child ID Program provides parents 
and guardians with a FREE "Child ID Kit" that contains 
all the vital information necessary to expedite law 
enforcement efforts to locate a missing child.  The 
program also helps to educate families about abduction 
prevention and safety.  The kit includes everything 
needed for an "Amber Alert" and more, including: photo 
ID card, color photo, digital fingerprints, recorded 
interview, toothprints dental impression, DNA, dog 
scents, and Amber Alert Profile.  Bethany families are 
encouraged to take advantage of this opportunity.  
 

July 24 Tiger Game 
 

Guess what?!?!  The Detroit Tigers are currently in first 
place!  You’ll want to see Ellen Whitehead to secure 
tickets to the July 24 Tiger Game with the Chicago 
White Sox.  Game starts at 7:05 PM.  We only have 50 
tickets available.  First come first served!  Tickets are 
$26.00 each.   
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By Connie Croff 

 
Our Easter egg hunt was a huge success. We had 65 
kids attend this year along with their parents, what a 
good time!   We would like to thank all the volunteers 
and people who donated food for this event. Michelle did 
a great job along with the children on our play.  They 
delivered a wonderful Easter message.  
 
We are blessed with new members and new babies.  
Faith chests have been delivered, our Christian 
milestone ministry remains active. Witnessing 16 
children being baptized a couple weeks ago, tells me 
Bethany continues to do something right.  

 
Trivia Game Night - May 30! 

 
Trivia Night plans are in the works. It is time to get your 
teams together. The evening will be competitively fun!! 
We will use the money we make for our milestone 
ministries.   May God Bless you and your family!  
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Men and women are invited to spend the day working at 
the camp to prepare it for the summer youth camps.   It 
is on Saturday, May 16.  We will meet at the church 
parking lot at 7:30 AM to car pool to Lapeer.   There is a 
need for a variety of talents and all help is welcomed.  
There is always plenty to do and other ABC churches 
will be joining us.  They will serve a breakfast and a 
lunch.   Those who are interested in helping, please 
contact Bob Hunt 248.481.2960. 
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By Bob Hunt 

 
The Bethany bicyclists will start up 
monthly rides beginning in June.  Watch 
for the calendar next month.  It is a good time for 
conversation and exercise.  We usually ride around 10 
miles on bike paths and on residential streets.  Any 
questions, see or call Bob Hunt 248.481.2960. 
 

LIGHTHOUSE THANK YOU 
 

Thank you to Bethany Baptist Church on behalf of 
Lighthouse Emergency Services clients, Board of 
Directors, volunteers and staff for your generous in-kind 
donation of food and adult briefs, valued at $100.  Your 
donations will make a difference! 
 
Thomas Stowell, Executive Director, Lighthouse 
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By Lottie Jespersen 

 
Remember to check the Bethany web site and 

 the Mission Board (across from the kitchen window)  
for upcoming information about Mission activities 

 
Behind us - Christmas in Action 
What a day it was!  There were 16 Bethany workers on 
site who hammered, painted, pruned, cleaned, or 
otherwise did whatever was asked of them.  The house 
we worked on was located within a short walking 
distance of the church.  We did indeed help a neighbor.   
Thank you - Gene Lewis, Kevin & Jennifer Morris, 
Louise Aebersold, Heather Haynes, Bill Upleger, Roger 
Zeller, Bill Maxfield, Al & Lottie Jespersen and youth 
workers Matt & Becca Nugent, Melissa Sargent, Ali and 
Adam Upleger.  You were a part of making a difference 
in somebody’s life!! 
 
Coming up The Open Door 5/10K Julie Run & Walk   
While the date for this event is not until Saturday, June 
20, the participants need to have their registration sheet 
in hand ASAP and be working on securing pledges.  
When a walker/runner raises $50 or more in donations, 
they get to participated in the “Julie Run” for free.  All 
money raised will help Open Door continue its mission to 
provide services to families in need.   If you want to 
participate, registration forms can be found on the 

Mission bulletin board.  Please also sign the Bethany 
participant sheet so that others in the congregation can 
see who is involved and can support you with a 
donation.  I (Lottie) could use a helper or two at the door 
prize table.  This event takes place at Walled Lake 
Northern High School and will only take a couple hours 
out of your morning (8:30 – 10:30) but it will have a huge 
supportive impact on the community surrounding 
Bethany.    “ Let’s Get Moving!  Let’s help others—the 
needs in our community have never been greater.  
Spectators are welcome.  It is a fun community event! 
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Sharing resources, Changing lives 

 
The theme for OGHS—“Where is Your Treasure”—and 
the questions it raises are very thought provoking.   We 
will begin to promote this mission concern on the last 
Sunday in May.   Stay tuned and be ready to see how 
your gifts are shared and changing the lives of people 
not only in our country but in 80 countries around the 
world.  Blessings from your Mission Team: Bob Hunt, 
Sandy Lewis, Josh Nelson & Lottie Jespersen. 
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by Ellen Schettling Whitehead 

 
Peter was a fisherman 

 
Long before he joined the crowd 
of those who knew Christ well, 
Peter was a fisherman 
with many a story to tell. 
 
But, my father says to GET A JOB! 
that fishin’ is a waste of time 
How can I tell him what I think? 
It’s not all about makin’ a dime. 
 
Someday I s’pose the time will come 
when the world sinks in her teeth, 
like a prehistoric sturgeon 
always lurking deep beneath. 
 
But now, I am more than content 
to sit within this boat, 
while waitin’ for that perfect strike 
just watchin’ my bobber float. 
 
For Peter was a fisherman 
he learned to think and wait, 
while driftin’ on through calm and swell 
checkin’ his line and bait. 
 
Yes, Dad, he turned out mighty fine 
and I’ll get there someday too, 
for there’s a lesson to be learned 
from a silver fish and water blue.

I love 
To 
Fish! 
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1 3 7 5  H i l le r  R o a d  
W a t e r f o r d ,  M I  
4 8 3 2 7  

 
Website: www.bethanywaterford.org 
(Copies of this newsletter are available on the website) 
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����  Tender People for Tough Times ����  
 
When you need Bethany’s Pastoral Staff, for any reason 
at all, just call: 
 
  Church Office: 248-681-2130 (Fax is 248-681-9798) 

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. (Monday-Friday) 
Email: Office@bethanywaterford.org 

   Rev. James Bolin at home: 248-722-4516 
 

Being a family of faith means 
you don’t have to go it alone – CALL US! 
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To activate the Bethany Prayer Chain, call one of the 
following individuals: 
 

�  Joyce Hice – (248) 335-9026 
�  Joann Shulte – (248) 682-1109 or 
�  Church Office – (248) 681-2130 

We welcome your contributions to the LINC.  The June LINC deadline is Sunday, 
May 24.  Email articles to Ellen Whitehead at twinlakede@comcast.net or put them in 
the tray in the Church Office.  Please get articles in by the deadline.  Thanks! 


