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March 13 - Set your clocks ahead one hour before bed! 

March 14 - Fellowship Dinner after Worship 
March 17 - St. Patrick’s Day   

 March 28 - Palm Sunday Family Service (all ages) 
featuring artist Dave von Behren 
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I smell Spring!  Do you smell it yet?  I know that winter is 
not over, but I smell Spring!  Oh yes, it will probably snow 
again, but I smell Spring! 
 
Just that hint, hint that Spring’s-a-comin’ is enough to 
make me thankful.  In fact, I have a lot to be thankful for.  
God has sent Susan into my life.  What a blessing she is 
to me!  What a blessing she is to Bethany!  I feel like I hit 
the jack-pot with Susan.  It feels so good to have 
someone who supports me and helps me and walks with 
me.  She is a wonderful blessing from God to me. 
 
And, Bethany has much to be thankful for.  On February 
28, we welcomed the Keener Family: Don, Christine, 
Jordan, & Alex.  Jordan and Alex both accepted Christ 
and began their Christian journey.  Both were baptized 
and declared themselves to be Christians.  God has 
blessed the Keeners.  But look!  God is blessing Bethany 
too. 
 
Do you remember what it was like a year ago?  The 
economy was in the toilet.  People had lost jobs, 
businesses were closing, churches were laying off staff.  
It was a real low point.  But we trusted God and prayed, 
and for many - things slowly began to turn.  Everyone at 
Bethany who lost a job, eventually found another (and in 
a couple cases - better!).  By the end of the year, we 
made up much lost ground toward our anticipated income 
for ministry.  With good management and lots of 
cooperation from staff and team leaders, we avoided 
having to lay anyone off or even cut back on crucial 
ministries.  God was good to us. 
 
And God’s blessings just keep coming.  Several 
members with serious health problems have found 
healing or have gained ground on their illness.  Our new 
Deacons are visiting the homebound and sick - helping 
me meet the pastoral needs of the congregation.  We 
have a new ministry team to respond to the needs of 
members and develop outreach strategies (see 
Matchmaker article in this LINC).  Our Missions Team is 
has inspired us and challenged us to respond to local and 
international needs with hearts that reflect the 
compassion of Christ.  And so much more.  I could write  
 

 
ten more pages just listing ways God is blessing our 
church family. 
 
You know, you don’t have to wait ‘til November to be 
thankful.  You can do it right now!  Yes, I know we all face 
challenges and that problems are always lurking about.  
But that doesn’t mean we shouldn’t stop and be thankful 
for all our blessings right now.  Say this prayer with me: 
 
Dear Lord, open my eyes to your gracious activity in 
my life.  Thank you for the blessings I see all around.  
May I in turn be a blessing to others.  Amen. 
 
I smell Spring!  Do you smell it?  Do you smell it? 
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Scripture and Sermon Titles for March 
 

LENTEN THEME: BY HIS STRIPES 
BY HIS STRIPES: Series on relationships 

 
03/07 COMMUNION: 3rd SUNDAY in LENT 
 Scripture: Matthew 26:69-75 
 Sermon: "Healing the "Destructive Pattern of  
 Withdrawal" 
 
03/14 4th SUNDAY in LENT; FELLOWSHIP DINNER 

Drama: See an original worship drama by  
Dave von Behren & Bob Caldrone 

 Scripture: Luke 23:32-34 
 Sermon: "Healing the Pain Caused by "Unrealistic 
 Expectations" 
 
03/21 5th SUNDAY in LENT   
 Scripture: Luke 23:39-43 
 Sermon: "Healing your heart through 
 "Forgiveness & Absolution"   
          
03/28 PALM SUNDAY; FAMILY SERVICE (all ages) 
 Scripture: Matthew 21:1-11 
 See artist Dave von Behren create a work of art 
 before your very eyes! 
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Membership/Outreach Matchmaker  Plan 
 
We would like to match your need with Bethany folks who 
are willing to help.  Below are some areas where we can 
help you for the sake of Christ. 
 
�  Valet Service every Sunday morning beginning at 10 

AM.  Stop your car under the portico and honk your 
horn.  Someone will come and assist you. 

�  Running occasional errands for Seniors and those 
who are at home ill or recuperating from illness or 
surgery, like picking up food, prescriptions or needed 
supplies, etc. 

�  Providing occasional meals for those who are sick 
at home or have special needs. 

�  Doing occasional light housekeeping or light yard 
work for the sick and elderly. 

�  Giving rides to medical appointments, church 
services & events, and other important appointments. 

�  Offering occasional tutoring children, teens, or 
adults with learning challenges. 

�  Helping the Pastor and Deacons by visiting the 
homebound or those in need of prayer or 
encouragement. 

�  Responding with emergency childcare. 
 
Call any one of the following people who will match your 
need with a member of 
Bethany who is willing to help. 
 
Susan Barlow, 248-534-3799 
Jan Rowe, 248-338-0786 
James Bolin, 248-722-4516 
 

Membership & Outreach Team Reminder 
 
Just a friendly reminder to let us know if you want your 
name on a list of people willing to be on call to help other 
church members.  Some tasks include yard work, light 
housekeeping, minor repairs or visiting the homebound. 
A form is available at Grand Central to sign up and give 
to either Susan Barlow or Jan Rowe.  You could also 
leave it in the office.  We have several people signed up 
and wanted to make sure everyone was included.    

�

DEACONS 
 

Our Deacons offer spiritual counseling & prayer each 
Sunday, upon the conclusion of Worship.  The Deacon of 
the Day will meet with anyone desiring personal prayer at 
the front of the sanctuary by the piano.  Our Deacons are 
Nona Bos, Bob Hunt, & Rodger Zeller. 
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After worship on March 14, we will have a Fellowship 
Dinner.  You are asked to bring a dish of food to share 
(NO desserts please).  The teams in charge of set-up and 
clean-up are the Shepherd & Small Group Teams. 
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On Sunday, March 28, we will observe Palm Sunday at 
Bethany.  The service will begin with a Children’s 
Processional.  We are asking that parents and 
grandparents bring children to the fellowship hall before 
the service so they can receive palms and instructions. 
 
Palm Sunday will also be FAMILY SUNDAY.  We have 
designed a worship experience that will be great for the 
whole family.  The Preschool and Nursery rooms will be 
open.  There will be no Children’s Church that day. 
 
You will also get to experience the creation of a work of 
art.  Dave von Behren is going to bring the message of 
the day through the medium of art as he creates a 
painting before your very eyes.  His presentation will be 
interactive with several worshipers participating and it is 
set to some very moving music. 
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Sunday School now begins at 9:15 AM.  This will give us 
a full hour of time for learning and fellowship. 
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Deadline: March 14!  We are taking a 
group from Bethany to the Home Plate 
event at Comerica Park on Saturday, May 1.  The 
program begins at 9:30 AM.  You will see and hear Willie 
Horton, Frank Tanana, Nate Robertson, Adam Everett, 
and other Tigers up close and personal as they talk about 
their personal faith in Jesus Christ.  After the program, 
you will get to go out on the field.  The event includes a 
Tiger game, beginning at 1:05 PM.  Tickets are $25.00.  
Deadline:  March 15.  Write checks to "Bethany" and put 
"Tigers" in lower left corner.  Don’t delay.  Limited 
seating.  For more information, call Lon Fall at 
248-797-2664. 
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We now offer Valet Parking Sundays beginning at 10 AM.  
Just drive up under the portico and honk your horn.  A 
church member will come out and park your car for you.  
If you would like to join our team of valets, call Susan 
Barlow at 248-534-3799 or Jan Rowe at 248-338-0786.  
NOTE to MEMBERS: Please leave the parking spaces 
under the basketball hoop for valet parking. 
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Calling all MEN!  Come and enjoy a homemade breakfast 
at Bill Maxfield’s, 8164 Vanden Dr., White Lake.  After a 
wonderful breakfast (prepared by Nancy), Bill will lead in 
a Men’s Group Study.  The next Men’s Breakfast will be 
on March 20 at 8:30 AM. 
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Our Lenten Series is called BY HIS STRIPES: Healing 
Wounded Relationships.  During the remaining Sundays 
of Lent, we will continue to examine the final week of 
Jesus’ life and correlate the episodes to the five aspects 
of human relationships that may need healing in our lives. 
 
March 7 - Healing the "Destructive Pattern of Withdrawal" 
{featuring piano/organ duet: Mary Garrone & Nona Bos} 
March 14 - Healing the Pain Caused by "Unrealistic 
Expectations" {featuring an original worship drama by 
Dave von Behren & Bob Caldrone} 
March 21 - Healing your Heart through "Forgiveness and 
Absolution" {featuring a special testimony by Susan 
Barlow} 
 
Don’t miss a single Sunday!  Worship is at 10:30 AM. 
 

Adult Sunday School 
Feb. 28 - Mar. 28 

 
Dr. Al Shulte will be leading the Adult 
Sunday School class for a 5-week series 
entitled: Viewing God and Jesus 
Through Musicians’ Eyes.  Class 
participants will listen to musical 
selections dealing with God, Jesus, and 
related faith topics.  These selections will 
be drawn from traditional and 
contemporary music, including folk, soft rock, gospel, 
bluegrass, country, and classical.  The selections will be 
chosen to provide a variety of points of view.  Ample time 
will be provided for the members of the class to discuss 
the selections and present their views.  Don’t miss a 
single class.  9:15 AM in the Fellowship Hall. 
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On the 2nd and 4th Mondays of each month, the Pastor 
and Deacons will be available in the sanctuary to offer 
healing prayers for anyone who desires prayer for any 
reason.  An anointing with oil will be available if desired.  
Time: 12:30 PM.  In March: 8th & 22nd. 
 

What a Deal! 
 

Our friends at Liberty Tire & Auto Care (6485 Cooley 
Lake Rd.) have established a program that gives 
BETHANY families an opportunity to raise funds for 
BETHANY!  Todd & Jon at Liberty Tire will donate 2% of 
the invoice total for any repair/maintenance services 
rendered on your car or truck to BETHANY!  Simply 
mention that you are a member of BETHANY and that 
you want 2% of you invoice to be donated JUST ONE 
TIME.  Then, it’s all automatic.  Pastor James & Dave 
von Behren have been taking their vehicles there for 
years.  For more information, call Todd at 248-681-9710. 
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April 1 - Maundy Thursday Service, 7 PM 
April 2 - Good Friday at Bethany 

(come anytime between 12 - 3 PM 
 to walk the Stations of the Cross) 

A special showing at 3 PM of the movie: "The Passion" 
April 3 - Children’s Easter Party, 10 AM - 12 PM 

April 4 - EASTER SUNDAY, 10:30 AM 
(featuring the Bell Choir with special music 

by Joyce Renfrow) 
(No Sunday School on Easter) 

April 17 - "Men of Grace" Concert, 7 PM 
(fundraiser for camp scholarships) 

 

 
 

�
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Please join the Bethany Book Club for one of these 
upcoming discussions: 
 
March 19:  Out to Pasture by Effie Leland Wilder and 
Have a Little Faith by Mitch Albom.  Yes, two books, but 
they are quick reads and guaranteed to provide food for 
thought.  We will meet at Jean Wilton’s (Inn at Cass 
Lake, 900 Cass Lake Rd., Waterford) at 9:15 AM. 
 
�  April 16:  The Help by Kathryn Stockett at Nancy 
Maxfield’s  
�  May 14:  Bathsheba by Tracy Ann Hawkins at Ferrol 
Haxter’s 

�  June 18:  The Romance of Atlantis by Taylor Caldwell 
at Louise Aebersold’s 

�  July 16:  Stones for Schools by Greg Mortensen 
 

We are asking members to be on the look out for good 
deals on these books.  Ferrol will get copies of 
Bathsheba and have them for sale. (The author is her 
niece and she will attend that discussion!) 
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By Joann Shulte 

�
The REACH 4H group will begin practicing for their 
annual play on Thursday, March 4.   They will use our 
Fellowship Hall and the sanctuary every Thursday  
until their performance on May 27 and 28.   Special 
arrangements are being made during the garage sale.    
 
REACH 4H group has been in existence for 15+  
years to help support homeschooling parents.  They have 
had classes, field trips, 4H clubs and of course play 
productions.  Their goal is to offer a variety of activities at 
the lowest possible cost to make it available for as  
many families as possible to participate.   Robbie and 
Alair Bergman are participants in REACH and will be in 
the play.  Thank you to those who gave this fine group 
permission to use our church.   I know they will receive 
the friendly Bethany welcome! 
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Sweet Life Cafe will be coming to Bethany 
on March 26 and 27.  This will be Friday 
evening (from 7:00 to 10:00) and Saturday (from 10:00 to 
approx. 3:30).  You are invited to join us on Friday at 5:30 
for dinner at Dobski©s - just let us know if you plan to 
attend so we can make reservations.  The cost of the 
retreat will be $10 and childcare will be available during 
the day on Saturday.  See Vonda Starick to register both 
yourself and child.  March 14 is the deadline.  You will 
want to be a part of this interactive and exciting retreat!  
This promises to be not only great fun but also a time for 
you to grow closer to the Lord. 
 
Supper and crafts are being offered on Friday, April 23 at 
6:00.  So far, Amy Nelson will teach some of us how to 
make mini-meals that are quick and simple.  Fortunately, 
we all will be able to sample their contribution to the 
evening.  Joyce Hice will teach us how to make a 
greeting card by folding paper.  Do you have a skill you 
would like to share?  Let us know.  This should be a fun 
night.  The cost is $5 and we will have a class sign up 
sheet out in April. 
 
We have ordered twelve tickets for the Historic Houses of 
Worship Tour on Monday, June 7.  The tickets are $40 
each and includes a box lunch.  This particular tour will 
leave the Detroit Historical Museum at 9:30 am and 
returns at 4:00 pm.  We will be visiting churches in the 
Grosse Ile area - Sacred Heart-Ste. Anne Chapel, St. 
James Episcopal Church, St. Joseph and St. Xavier.  
Many enjoyed the last tour we took about a year ago and 
requested we do it again.  This will be open to men as 
well as women.  This is on a first-paid, first-served basis.  
See Nancy Maxfield as soon as possible. 
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Support our youth who are raising money for this year’s 
mission trip by attending our annual Bethany Café.  This 
year’s theme is: 
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Saturday, March 20 

Youth Mission Trip Fundraiser 
Taking Reservations for  

5:30 & 7:00 PM 
at Grand Central or at missmcgregor@comcast.net 
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Acquire the Fire takes place on Saturday, May 1.  Cost is 
$42.  Go to www.acquirethefire.com for more information.  
Here’s our schedule: 
 

Saturday, May 1 
(eat breakfast before you come and bring money for 

lunch and dinner) 
 
6:15 AM    Meet at Bethany 
7:45 AM    Doors Open 
8:00 AM - 12:45 PM Connecting with God 
12:15 PM    Lunch 
2:00 - 5:15 PM  Session, Concerts 
5:15 PM    Dinner 
7:00 – 9:30 PM  Session 
11:30 PM    Return to Bethany 
�

�
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This fun annual event will take place at the Lakeland Pool 
on Sunday, March 14.  The cost is $3/each.  Our 
schedule is: 
 
 11:45 AM – 12:30 PM: Enjoy fellowship dinner 
 12:30 PM: Devotion 
 12:45 PM: Leave Bethany 
 5:00 PM: Pick up at pool 
 
We need volunteers to make this 
a success!  Please see Michelle 
if you can help! 
�
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The youth will be going on a Mission Trip June 27 
through July 2 to Newport, Tennessee.  The cost will be 
$278 with a deposit due March 2.  Our group will serve 
alongside the friendly residents of Newport as we 
minister through Kids Club and home improvement 
projects.   
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By Rodger Zeller 

�
A couple of years ago, Andy Pepper passed on a quote 
for me to consider for a senior corner. Psychotherapist 
Robert Kasper said, "Boredom is the real enemy of old 
people." I think it is a significant quote. 
 
Younger seniors don©t often face this problem. They are 
still quite active and their peer group is mostly intact. 
However, older seniors often have to deal with the 
problems of failing health and a diminishing peer group. 
Those that become homebound deal with the problem of 
having physical contact only when someone can stop by 
to see them. On top of that, a majority of their peers have 
passed away. They don©t feel good. They can©t get out, 
and there are few people who come to see them. Then a 
spouse may pass away. The surviving spouse often does 
not want to give up their house of "umpteen years". 
Moving can be a very traumatic experience. Loneliness 
often turns to boredom since he/she does not feel well 
and doesn©t feel like doing anything. 
 
When boredom sets in, it is time to fight back. If you are 
able to use your phone, then become involved in phone 
ministry. Call those who need encouragement. 
Sometimes, older Christians can help lead others through 
their dark valleys. If you can still write, then you can also 
send notes of encouragement. 
 
Boredom must be fought. Otherwise, it will drag your life 
down the path of constant "pity parties". God is able to 
help you find a way out of the trap of boredom. 
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Bethany received the following thank-you notes in March: 
�  Thank you for your donation of 17 jackets, a hat and 

gloves to Friendship House.  We are seeing a lot of 
homeless folks coming through our doors seeking 
whatever assistance they can get.  Free clothing 
during these wintry days is high on their list, along 
with some of the “extra” food that we don’t need for 
the pantry but make available to everyone.  Please 
share our gratitude with all who made this donation 
possible.  We could not help our neighbors without 
faithful churches like yours. – Linnea Berg, Exec. Dir. 
 

�  Thank you so much for your generous donation to 
HAVEN.  Your donation of blankets, hats and gloves 
is very important to the families we serve who are 
experiencing the trauma of domestic violence and 
sexual assault. – Belle Kleinberg, Hornung, In-Kind 
Donations Coordinator. 

 
 
 

� 
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Team of the Month: Missions Team 
 
Every month we are highlighting one of our 13 ministry 
teams.  This month, our featured team is the MISSIONS 
TEAM.  The MISSIONS TEAM emphasizes the 
importance of responding to human need with the love 
and compassion of Christ. 
 
Jesus’ parable of the Good Samaritan implies Christians 
should "feel" compassion for those in need and 
personally respond.  Our Missions Team leads the way 
as we: 
• collect food for those who are hungry right in our area 

(distributed by Lighthouse & Open Door) 
• gather blankets, mittens, scarves, hats, coats 

(distributed by local agencies and ministries) for 
those around us who need to keep warm 

• participate in events like Open Door’s Julie Run  
• learn about and support missionaries via the annual 

World Mission Offering 
• collect money for disaster relief through the One 

Great Hour of Sharing Offering 
• respond to individuals and families who come to 

Bethany for help 
• get personally involved as volunteers for local 

ministries that care for people or distribute food 
and/or clothes to the needy 

• remember the example and teaching of our dear Lord 
Jesus Christ to see, be moved by, and respond to - 
human suffering and need 

 
Our MISSIONS TEAM meets monthly.  You are invited to 
be part of this team.  Call Team Leader Lottie 
Jespersen at 248-698-1227 to get the date/time of the 
next meeting.  Then, just come and be part of the action. 
 

MISSIONS TEAM 
 
Mission Statement 
Helping those in need to encounter God’ love by 
encouraging each other to be God’s hands and voice and 
to serve those in our community who are in need. 
 
Scripture 
2 Corinthians 9:7 - Each man should give what he has 
decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under 
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
 
Team Responsibilities 
• Review and select potential mission 

concerns/projects at the beginning of the new year. 
• Post a calendar of scheduled concerns & projects 

and transfer dates onto the office calendar. 
• Publicize events/projects and encourage 

congregational giving and participation. 
• Prepare and submit a monthly article for the LINC. 
• Keep bulletin board & web updated and current. 
• Deliver the monthly food collection to Lighthouse, 

Open Door, or other designated organizations. 
• Review & keep track of budget expenditures. 
• Disperse all monies by the end of the year. 
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On February 28, we received four new members to our 
church—the Keener family!  They are Don, Christine, 
Jordan and Alex.  Please introduce yourselves! 

� � � � � �� � � ��
� � ��� � �� � � � � 
�  

We would like to thank our new church family for the 
warm welcome and reception on February 28, 2010.  
Also, a very special thank you to our friend Ellen 
Whitehead for inviting us to small group at the Patterson©s 
House that started our journey to Bethany.   
 
Sincerely, The Keener Family 

�
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Dear Friends: 
 

We are writing this letter because some of you may 
remember that Garland and Velva Chancey were part of 
your congregation several years ago when the church 
was located at Mark and Huron in Pontiac.  You may 
recall that our mother, Velva (Wolfe), passed away in 
Deland, FL in 1998.  Our stepfather Garland recently 
passed away on December 13, 2009, in Deland, FL.  He 
would have been 94 at the end of January.  They greatly 
enjoyed the friendships they made while they were part of 
your congregation. 
 

We do not have addresses, other than this, so we would 
appreciate it if you would pass this information on to 
those who would have known them.  Thank you. 
 

Sincerely – Marvel (Wolfe) Masters and Sharon Bissinger 
 



����

 

� 
�� �� �� 
�� �� �� 
�� �� �� 
�� �� �  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Website: www.bethanywaterford.org 
(Copies of this newsletter are available on the website) 
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When you need Bethany’s Pastoral Staff, for any reason 
at all, just call: 
 
  Church Office: 248-681-2130 (Fax is 248-681-9798) 

Email: Office@bethanywaterford.org 
Rev. James Bolin at home: 248-722-4516 

Deacon Nona Bos: 248-886-8615 
Deacon Bob Hunt: 248-481-2960 

Deacon Rodger Zeller: 248-789-5809 
 

Being a family of faith means 
you don’t have to go it alone – CALL US! 
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To activate the Bethany Prayer Chain, call one of the 
following individuals: 
�  Joyce Hice – (248) 335-9026 
�  Joann Shulte – (248) 682-1109 or 
�  Church Office – (248) 681-2130 

 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � ! � � � �
 

If you need special assistance (housekeeping, meals, 
emergency childcare, etc.), call: 
�  Susan Barlow – 248-534-3799 
�  Jan Rowe – 248-338-0786 
�  James Bolin – 248-722-4516 
 

We welcome your contributions to the LINC.  The April LINC deadline is Sunday, March 
28.  Email articles to Ellen Whitehead at whitehee@clarkston.k12.mi.us or put them in the 
tray in the Church Office.  Please get articles in by the deadline.  Thanks! 
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