March 16 - Palm Sunday (a palm branch for everyone)
March 20 - Maundy Thursday: 6:30 PM (youth led Seder)
March 21 - Good Friday @ Christ Lutheran, 12 PM
March 23 - EASTER, 10:30 AM (no Sunday School)
March 23 - "One Month to Live" Kickoff

Dear Brothers and Sisters of Bethany:

EASTER is March 23rd. | am excited.
| love Easter. It's about promises: the
promise of spring, the promise of renewal, the promise
of youth, the promise of heaven, the promise of growth,
and so much more.

| am also excited about Easter this year because on
Easter Sunday we are going to launch a six-week
Church Growth Campaign called "One Month to Live."
We will be one of thousands of churches participating in
this nation-wide effort to engage people with the
question: If you knew you only had one month to live,
what would you do to make what's left of your life really
matter? With eye-opening insights and soul-inspiring
truths, this campaign will challenge you and empower
you to live each day to the fullest.

Our Easter Sunday Launch of this campaign will be
followed by 6 worship services teaching us all how to live
a "no-regrets" life. In addition, there will be small groups
meeting to view a DVD presentation and discuss
important issues that affect your everyday living. There
will be several small groups meeting on different days
and times to suit your schedule. We are asking you to
make a commitment to attend all six sessions of one of
our small groups to get the full benefit of the campaign.
We are also asking you to invite a friend, neighbor, or
relative to come with you to enjoy the fellowship, food,
and fun.

Rick Warren, author of The Purpose Driven Life highly
recommends this initiative. Bill Hybels of Willow Creek
says this is a critical experience. Even Joel Osteen
predicts that this experience will be "transforming."

| urge you take the challenge and commit to a small
group. Don’t miss any of the six worship services after
Easter. | know you'll be busy planting flowers and
working in the yard. But, you need to tend to your soul
with equal care. For there are spiritual things that need
to be planted there and soulscape work that needs to be
done so that your inner self reflects the same growing
peace and tranquility that you aim for in your gardens
and lawns.

EASTER is March 23rd. | am excited. | love Easter.
Now there is one more reason to embrace Easter as,
together, we take the journey called "One Month to
Live."

Scripture and Sermon Titles for March
03/02 COMMUNION; 4th SUNDAY IN LENT
Sermon: "Traits of a Healthy Family: Part I"

03/09 5th SUNDAY IN LENT
Sermon: "Traits of a Healthy Family: Part 11"

03/16 PALM SUNDAY
Sermon: "Love as Surrender"

03/20 MAUNDY THURSDAY
6:30 PM Come have dinner with Jesus! Youth led
service. Dinner and child care provided.

03/23 EASTER SUNDAY
Sermon: "What if You Had Only One Month to
Live?"

One Month to Live: Nationwide Church Growth
Campaign Kickoff
Small Groups Begin 6 Week Series on One Month to Live

03/30 ONE MONTH TO LIVE KICK OFF

Sermon: "Living the Dash"
\@ Years ago, it was the custom for
women to wear hats on Easter. We
would like to revive this custom for this Easter only. So,
we are encouraging the women who would care to do so
to wear a hat on Easter Sunday. You may still have a
hat, or you could borrow one, or you could make one.
This Easter - we encourage hats! To make this fun, we
will have a panel decide on the best hat in the room and
will acknowledge the wearer at the end of the service.

(If this sounds like a "hat contest"—it is!) Remember,
Easter Sunday, March 23; wear your Easter Bonnet to
church!




Recording artist Shaylett will be performing at a
fundraiser sponsored by our C.E. Team on Saturday,
March 8 at 7 PM. Tickets are on sale at Grand Central
for $15 each or buy a 4-pack of tickets for $45. The
money raised will go for Camperships. Childcare will be
available.

Monday Small Group

The Monday Small Group will meet again, beginning
March 3. We will be having a traditional Bible Study
time. Come at 10:15 AM to enjoy some coffee or tea.

If you are stressed, frazzled or if your mind is out of
control with worry or you just want to enjoy some quiet
time - YOU are invited to the next Meditation Group
meeting. We will meet in the Parlor at 9:00 AM on
Saturday, March 8. Don’t worry - you won't have to sit in
the lotus position. But you will experience a quieting of
the mind and some tools to use everyday to deal with
stress and worry.

é

C After worship on March 9, we will enjoy
a Fellowship Dinner. Bring a dish to
share and stay for the fellowship. Don't
forget to bring canned goods or dry goods for
Lighthouse.

New Member Orientation, March 9

We are going to have a New Member Orientation after
the Fellowship Dinner on Sunday March 9. It will last
about an hour. If you are interested in Baptism and/or
church membership, plan on coming. Or, if you are just
interested and want to find out more about what it means
to be part of the Bethany family, you are welcome to
come.

You are welcome to join the Book Club. We will meet
again at Panera’s on M-59 (near Kroger) at 9:15 AM on
Friday, March 14. We will be discussing the novel The
Picture of Dorian Gray by Oscar Wilde. Pick up the book
on your own, read it, and come join the fun.

All men and boys are invited to the Men'’s Breakfast on
Saturday, February 16 at the Green Apple Restaurant on
Cooley Lake Road. 8:30 AM.

| am happy that Bethany is a long-time mission for Christ
in Waterford. Royal Oak Baptist is celebrating 130 years
this year. | have been a member there for over 75
years. | am grateful for the time | could spend at
Bethany while | was at Canterbury Village. | am living in
Texas now with my daughter. | pray for Bethany and
wish Pastor James a long ministry there.

Bill Ironside, 17200 Miller Wilson Rd.
Crosby, TX 77532-4619

“Basic Bible Fact” for March

Please help our children and youth learn the following Basic
Bible Facts during the month of March:

Q. Name the Four Gospels

A. Matthew, Mark, Luke, John

Q. What is the first book of the Bible? The last book?

A. Genesis-1st and Revelation-2nd

One Month to Live: 30 Days to a No-Regrets Life

Upul
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Do you feel left behind because everyone knows how to
use computers except for you. If you have always been
afraid to try them out because you didn’t know how, now
is your chance. Gather and Grow is sponsoring 3
beginner classes taught by Cathy Haynes.

March 1 — Introduction to computers
How to write a letter
How to save the letter so you can finish it later
How to print the letter

March 8 — E-mail
How to read e-mail
How to send e-mail
How you can set up a free e-mail account

March 15 — Internet Basics
Getting onto the internet
Finding information on the internet
What does it mean; here is the address of our
web page?

Classes are on Saturday from 9:00 AM — 11:00 AM.
These will be hands on classes. We will have computers
for you to use. Please sign-up in the church office.
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Senior Corner
By Andy Pepper

Hey, so I've made 88 trips around the sun; so, how
many trips has the sun been watching? And who cares?
(Don't give up, it may get better.)

On my first overseas trip for Ford, a couple of blocks
from my hotel (in Cologne, Germany); | walked past a
monument saying that Cologne was
founded in 55 BC. Wow, that was
old! Then, later in Rome | visited
the Forum ruins where Caesar got
murdered (again BC). Dirty trick,
but you know—politics! Then, in
Egypt, holy smokes, those ugly
pyramids were stacked up around 2,700 BC—over 4,000
years ago! Mercy goodness, I'm not old!

So, you see, it’s all relative. And speaking of relatives,
I've got the best! The numbers keep increasing, truly an
“old age” benefit!

As you may remember, “Old” Bethany was officially born
88 years ago—ijust like me (but | missed the party).
Look how wonderful she looks today

Dynamic pastor

Rigorous youth program

Super-talented and good-lookin’ choir director
A growing congregation

Wow! We're improving with age!

So, tell your friends what inspiring and friendly folks we
are and what fun we have. Then, join us and we can all
grow “old” together!

By Connie Croff

The family team recently sponsored the second annual
Trivia Night. What a fun time we had while we raised
money for our faith milestone ministry!

The Easter Egg Hunt will be on March 22nd from 10 AM
to 12 PM. We will be having our annual egg hunt, crafts,
games and a play. | will be looking for actors soon.

Bethany Buddies has not been forgotten; think about
outings you would like to do together as a family.

Pray for the families of Bethany and friends you know.
Several are in need of prayer. | hope 2008 will be a year
for your family to grow closer to God.

Pray, and let God worry.
-- Martin Luther

By Connie Croff

The February fellowship dinner was yummy! | heard the
soups were delicious and we collected several cans for
lighthouse too.

Please consider cleaning the kitchen at church on a
rotational basis, we are still looking for someone that
might be interested in this ministry.

|
| By Ellen Whitehead
|
|
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By Michelle McGregor

Graci! to all the wonderful volunteers who made the
Youth Fundraising Valentine Dinner a success: Chad,
Brady & Mary Morgan, Connie & Michael Croff, Amy
Nelson, Jon McGregor, Jenni, Adam & Abby Upleger,
Beth Wooster, Bob Hunt, Cleveland Talbot, Gordie Fall
and Dorothy Maman. Thanks to all who attended and
gave generously. And, thanks to all the youth who
showed amazing talent all night!

Maundy Thursday, March 20
Starts at 6:30 PM

You're invited to celebrate

Passover in commemoration of Jesus’ Last Supper. The
Seder will include a light supper of soup, salad, matzah
& dessert. Please bring a small pillow for each member
of your family. This is a very family friendly experience!

Please sign up at the Seder table.

The Outreach Task Force has published a new church
brochure. This outreach tool is available for you to use
when inviting someone to Bethany. Give one to a friend
or neighbor and tell them you would be happy to answer
their questions about Bethany Church. Pick up some of
our new brochures at Grand Central.

On Sunday, March 9 (following the Fellowship Dinner),
we’'d like to invite you to join the Outreach Task Force in
distributing the brochures to Bethany’s neighbors. We'll
go in teams and work off that food! Please join us as
we spread the good news about our wonderful church.
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New Vacuum!
By Joann Shulte

The Space Needs Committee would like to thank Gather
and Grow and other individuals for helping us buy new
vacuum cleaners. We were able to find some good
prices for two commercial upright vacuums and one
canister for getting around the edges. We hardly got
them unpacked before people were putting them to

use. Now our carpets look better, will last longer and the
frustration of working with inadequate equipment is a
thing of the past. Thanks to all who helped with this
project.

By Joann Shulte (for the Worship Team)

Have you noticed those cute little hearts in

your bulletin on Sunday morning? The

words on them are the "Fruits of the Spirit"

that are mentioned in Galatians 5:22. The

little song we played Sunday puts it this

way: "The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience,
kindness, and goodness. The fruit of the Spirit is
faithfulness, gentleness, and self control." Learn the
little song and you will always be able to remember the
"Fruits!"

Collect your hearts anyway you can and those who have
collected all nine "fruits" will receive a little prize on
Easter Sunday! (Chad Morgan already has 5.)

A group of graduates, well established in their careers,
were talking at a reunion and decided to go visit their old
university professor, now retired. During their visit, the
conversation turned to complaints about stress in their
work and lives. Offering his guests hot chocolate, the
professor went into the kitchen and returned with a large
pot of hot chocolate and an assortment of cups -
porcelain, glass, crystal, some plain looking, some
expensive, some exquisite - telling them to help
themselves to the hot chocolate.

When they all had a cup of hot chocolate in hand, the
professor said, ®lotice that all the nice looking,
expensive cups were taken, leaving behind the plain and
cheap ones. While it is normal for you to want only the
best for yourselves, that is the source of your problems
and stress. The cup that you@e drinking from adds
nothing to the quality of the hot chocolate. In most cases
it is just more expensive and in some cases even hides
what we drink. What all of you really wanted was hot
chocolate, not the cup; but you consciously went for the
best cups...and then you began eyeing each other®
cups.

Now consider this: Life is the hot chocolate; your job,
money and position in society are the cups. They are
just tools to hold and contain life. The cup you have does
not define, nor change the quality of life you have.
Sometimes, by concentrating only on the cup, we fail to
enjoy the hot chocolate God has provided us. God
makes the hot chocolate, man chooses the cups. The
happiest people don®have the best of everything. They
just make the best of everything that they have.

Live simply. Love generously. Care deeply. Speak
kindly. And enjoy your hot chocolate!

"During my piano recital, | was on a stage and | was
scared. | looked at all the people watching me and saw
my daddy waving and smiling.

He was the only one doing that. | wasn®scared
anymore."
Cindy - age 8

"My mommy loves me more than anybody. You don®
see anyone else kissing me to sleep at night."
Clare - age 6

"Love is when Mommy gives Daddy the best piece of
chicken."
Elaine-age 5

“Love is when Mommy sees Daddy smelly and sweaty
and still says he is handsomer than Robert Redford."
Chris - age 7

“Love is when your puppy licks your face even after you
left him alone all day."
Mary Ann - age 4

"I know my older sister loves me because she gives me
all her old clothes and has to go out and buy new ones."
Lauren - age 4

"When you love somebody, your eyelashes go up and
down and little stars come out of you." (what an image)
Karen - age 7

"Love is when Mommy sees Daddy on the toilet and she
doesn®think it® gross."
Mark - age 6

"You really shouldn®say ®love you@unless you mean it.
But if you mean it, you should say it a lot. People forget."
Jessica - age 8

X O X O X O X

Bethany Linc — Page 4



1375 Hiller Road
W aterford, M1
48327

Website: www.bethanywaterford.org
(Copies of this newsletter are available on the website)

We welcome your contributions to the LINC. The April LINC deadline is Sunday, April 27.
Email articles to Ellen Whitehead at twinlakede@comcast.net or put them in the tray in the
Church Office. Please get articles in by the deadline. Thanks!

Tender People for Tough Times

When you need Bethany’s Pastoral Staff, for any reason

To activate the Bethany Prayer Chain, call one of the . )
at all, just call:

following individuals:

Church Office: 248-681-2130 (Fax is 248-681-9798)
9:00 a.m. — 4:00 p.m. (Monday-Friday)
Email: Office@bethanywaterford.org
Rev. James Bolin at home: 248-722-4516

Joyce Hice — (248) 335-9026
Joann Shulte — (248) 682-1109 or
Church Office — (248) 681-2130

Being a family of faith means
you don'’t have to go it alone — CALL US!
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