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June 6 - Spring Clean Up, 8:30 AM 

June 7 - Graduation Sunday & Reception 
June 14 - Fellowship Dinner after Worship 

June 20 - Julie Run for Open Door, 9 AM - 12 PM 
June 21 - Father’s Day Celebration 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters of Bethany: 
 
Every Friday I send out a weekly email to members and 
other interested people.  It’s about a page long.  I offer 
humorous, insightful, or devotional remarks and share a 
couple Bethany news items.  If you are not receiving this 
weekly email from me and you would like to receive it, 
email me at jamesbolin@bethanywaterford.org 
 
Every day is an adventure to me.  I never really know 
what’s going to happen next.  Sometimes my days go 
according to plan, but not often.  How about you?  You 
make your plans, you prioritize (I try to use Stephen 
Covey’s method found in the book First Things First)—
and then LIFE HAPPENS! 
 
When I was in seminary, I remember a very wise 
professor saying, "When you are busy and focused on 
your well crafted plans, keep this always in mind, it is in 
the interruptions of your day that you will do your most 
important ministry!" 
 
That remark I heard over 40 years 
ago stuck in my head and I have 
found it to be true.  Not only when 
working but in living generally, it is 
important to pay attention to the 
interruptions and respond 
appropriately.  When I think of how often I’ve been so 
busy getting on to the next thing on my list . . . and 
feeling annoyed by yet another interruption . . . I feel so 
ashamed.  So I bring the adage to my conscious 
awareness every day, so as to not lose touch with the 
importance of the immediate need of another.   
 
I sometimes reflect on the story in Luke 8:40-56 where 
Jesus was interrupted not once, but twice.  He came to 
preach but was interrupted by a man named Jairus, who 
pleaded with Jesus to come to his home for his only 
daughter was dying.  Jesus set aside his plans and went 
with the desperate man.  On the way to Jairus’ house, 
Jesus was interrupted again.  This time by a woman who 
had suffered greatly with a bleeding problem for twelve 
years and had spent all she had on ineffective health 
care.  Jesus responded to the woman and healed her.  
"Your faith has made you well," he said to her.  Just then 

 
 
news arrived that Jairus’ daughter had died.  Too late!  
But no!  Jesus said, "Do not fear.  Only believe."  Jesus 
restored Jairus’ daughter to the bosom of her family and 
then he went on to his preaching mission. 
 
Jesus saw the interruptions as opportunities to bring 
healing, love, and peace into the lives of people with 
immediate needs.  This obligates me to follow his 
example by being available and helpful at the 
interruptions of life.  I wonder if the same is true for you? 
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On Saturday, June 6, we are having a "Spring Clean 
Up" at 8:30 AM.  Everyone is invited.  Pizza for those 
who work ‘til noon.  Clean rags needed.  All ages. 
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Flag Day falls on a Sunday this year!  
We will focus our worship on the 
meaning of the American Flag for 
those of us who are Christians.  All the 
men of the church will be invited to 
come forward to sing "It’s a Grand Old 
Flag" during the service.  Pastor James’ sermon is 
entitled "What it Means to ‘Rally ‘Round the Flag’!  Every 
worshiper will receive an American flag. 
 

Scripture and Sermon Titles for June 
      
06/07 

  
   COMMUNION; GRADUATION SUNDAY 

 Scripture: I Corinthians 12:4-7; Ephesians 6:7 
 Sermon: "The Christian Idea of Vocation"  
 
06/14 FLAG DAY 
 Scripture: Romans 13:1-7 
 Sermon: "What it Means to ‘Rally ‘Round the Flag’!" 
 
06/21 FATHER’S DAY 
 Scripture: Exodus 20:12 
 Sermon: "Tribute to My Dad" 
 
06/28 THE LORD’S DAY 
 Scripture: Judges 6-8 (selections) 
 Sermon: "Lessons from Gideon" 
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Bring a dish of food to share on Sunday, June 14 as we 
gather after worship to enjoy a fellowship dinner 
together.  Our Women’s Team (a.k.a. Gather & Grow) 
will be hosting the dinner.  We will have a red, white, and 
blue theme in honor of Flag Day. 
 

� � � � �� � � 	 
 �� � 	 
 �
 

Beginning in May, we will be sending the LINC to 
everyone via e-mail.  If you do not have email, or if you 
are unlikely to read the LINC online, or if you don’t 
actually check your e-mail, or even if you just plain prefer 
to get your LINC in the mail—we want to hear from you!!!  
ALSO, if we don’t have your current e-mail address, we 
need it!  SO, we have created a form to give the office 
some clarity about who prefers a Snail Mail LINC.  The 
form is at Grand Central.  Or, call us at 248-681-2130 to 
give your preference.  You may also e-mail us at 
office@bethanywaterford.org. 
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We depend on our income from scrip.  Sales have fallen 
and have affected our income.  We know that everyone 
still buys gas and groceries.  If our congregation would 
just buy scrip for gas and groceries we would have a big 
source of income to meet our budgetary needs.  Please 
buy your gas scrip from the church.  Place your order on 
Sunday at Grand Central and you will have your scrip 
the next Sunday.  Sometimes Speedway cards are 
available on demand. 
   
Our biggest income from scrip is from Kroger.  Because 
you shop at Kroger, we have been receiving about $300 
a month!  However, Kroger changed their rules.  You 
now have to re-register for the church to benefit from 
your shopping at Kroger.  Here’s what you do. 
 

1. Pick up a Kroger sheet at Grand Central with a 
bar code on it. 

2. Go to Kroger Customer Service and have them 
scan the bar code with your personal Kroger 
Card. 

3. That’s it!  After that, every time you scan your 
personal Kroger Card in the check out aisle the 
church will benefit.  You’ll know because it will 
say so on your receipt. 

4. No more loading gift cards or anything like that.  
Just a one-time visit to the Customer Service 
desk and you’re done. 

 
Please help us.  Churches now have to seek other 
sources of income to continue their ministries.  This scrip 
program has the potential to benefit us greatly.  Thank 
you! 
 
 
      

Bethany Cyclists 
 
Bob Hunt is inviting all teens and adults with bicycles to 
join him for the first ride of the season, after our 
Fellowship Dinner on Sunday, June 14.   

 
Julie Run for  Open Door  

 
Sign up now for the 5/10K Run Walk to 
raise money for Open Door.  
Registration sheets are on the Mission 
bulletin board and in the office.  June 
20 from 8:30 - 10:30 AM.  Come and 

run, walk, cheer, or help!  See Lottie Jespersen or call 
her at 248-698-1227. 
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You are invited to join those reading the book Q & A by 
Vikas Swarup at 9:15 AM.  We will be meeting at Betty 
Wilton’s, Inn at Cass Lake, 900 N. Cass Lake Rd. 
Waterford.   You’ll need to pick up a copy of the book at 
the library or a bookstore.  See you there. 
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No Men’s Breakfast in June.  Come help at the Julie Run 
(June 20)!  Men’s Breakfast back at Green Apple on July 
18.  On August 15, all the men of the church are invited 
to Bill Maxfield’s home (8164 Vanden Dr., White Lake) 
for breakfast at 8:30 AM, followed by study & prayer.  
Plans for a Men’s Group in the fall will be discussed. 
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See Ellen Whitehead for tickets to the July 24 Tiger 
Game with the Chicago White Sox.  Game starts at 7:05 
PM.  We only have 50 tickets available.  First come first 
served!  Tickets are $26.00 each.   
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July 18 – Men’s Group at Maxfields, 8:30 AM 
July 19 – Church Picnic at 

Hess-Hathaway Park, 10:30 AM 
July 24 – Tiger Game, 7:05 PM 

July 25 – All Team Gathering in Fellowship Hall, 7 PM 
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 As the following youth embark on the mission trip to 
Indianapolis, June 21-28, I would like to thank my church 
family for their support and prayers: Jaime Carter, 
Matthew Nugent, Rebecca Nugent, Melissa Sargent, 
Bobby Swayne, Robby Tuohy, Andrew Upleger, and 
Alison Upleger.  
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(This month’s poem is by Jan Rowe.  She shared this 

poem at the Women’s Brunch held recently.) 
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By Nona Bos 

 
On Saturday June 13th at 11:30 AM we will meet for 
lunch at Shepherd©s Hollow (9085 Big Lake Road off 
Dixie Hwy, just before I-75), next to Colombiere Center. 
This is a lovely dining room in the clubhouse with a 
beautiful view of the golf course. Lunch prices range 
from $10 to $14. Call Nona (886-8615) or Nancy (698-
1393) if you want to share rides or for more information. 

�
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By Lottie Jespersen 

 
We have two promotions in June.  The 
first is The Open Door “ Julie Run/Walk”  
taking place on Saturday June 20, at 
Walled Lake Northern beginning promptly 
at 9 a.m.  Participants need to be there no 
later than 8:30.  Registration forms and all 
the necessary information can be found 
on the Mission Bulletin Board.  Please 

consider sponsoring one of the participants from our 
church who have signed up.   
 
Our second is the One Great Hour of 
Sharing offering appeal.  This year’s theme 
is, “ Where is your treasure?  Matthew 
6:21 tells us that “where your treasure is, 
there your heart will be also.” 
 
If you were searching for God’s treasure, you’d find it in 
people.  Every person, in every nation on earth, is 
treasured by God! Yet for many, life is overwhelmingly 
bitter and tough and they are hurting deeply. 
 
OGHS joins our hearts with God’s by providing critical 
and immediate help when disaster strikes and by helping 
refugees rebuild their lives.  Our gifts will strengthen 
struggling communities with basics like education, health 
care, tool, seeds, and wells in 80 countries around the 
world as well as in the USA.  The more of our earthly 
treasure we share, the more lives will be changed, 
including ours.   It really is as simple as that.  It is our 
hope that you may find your treasure, and your heart, 
through sharing resources and changing lives with a 
generous gift to OGHS.  Our goal is $1500. 
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As Sunday School ends for the Summer, we must 
acknowledge those who contributed to the Christian 
Education of our children and adults.  
 
Teachers: Cathy Haynes, Joann Shulte, Rodger Zeller, 
Jenni Upleger, Connie Croff, Morgan Grainer, Nelson 
Haynes.  
 
Assistants and Substitutes: Ellen Whitehead, Lynn 
Caldrone, Lon Fall, Chad Morgan, Heather Haynes.  
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The day kept threatening rain showers but instead 
remained a comfortable day to do a number of needed 
repairs and cleaning to get the cabins and camp ready 
for the youth coming in this summer.   It was quite 
interesting to see them take down a large tree next to 
the dining hall.   Took some courage!  The decks got a 
much needed scrubbing, docks put into the lake, 
screens repaired, cabin windows a good cleaning, and 
numerous other tasks done.   We were rewarded with a 
great lunch.   Picture: Back - Jon, Michele, Kim, Bill, 
Becca, Chad, Hal, Bill, Josh, Bob, and Nick.  Front:  
Robert, Courtney, Abbilyn, Stephanie, Jared, Carissa, 
and Amy 
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By Rodger Zeller 
 

In 1972, I moved to Lake Orion.  Since my church, First 
Baptist of Walled Lake, was too far away, I began to look 
for a new church home.  I had decided to try a variety of 
churches.  I attended about a dozen before trying 
Bethany.  It only took a couple of visits before I settled 
on Bethany.  Several people made me feel welcome.  I 
also liked the fact that the people would clap for things 
they liked in the service.  So, I’ve been a fixture at 
Bethany for the past 36 years and I hope to continue for 
many more years! 
 
I’ve really enjoyed the opportunity to be a Sunday 
School teacher, ranging from Kindergarten through 
Adults.  I also joined the choir right from the beginning 
and continue to enjoy it to this day. 
 
My First 15 years at Bethany were spent at the Mark 
Street location in Pontiac.  It was an interesting facility.  
There was a full-sized gymnasium on the second floor, a 
spacious and lovely sanctuary, and best of all a dungeon 
area in the basement where the men’s bathroom was 
located. 
 
There were a number of very active people in the old 
church who are no longer with us and I still miss them.   
 

I remember the late 80’s when we had to take a serious 
look at the future of Bethany.  The neighborhood was 
changing and we were not attracting the people moving 
in.  Most of our congregation were driving in from the 
suburbs.  After a thorough examination of the issue, the 
congregation voted to relocate.  Fortunately, we were 
able to find a nice piece of land where we are presently 
located.  We kept five acres for ourselves and sold the 
rest, which paid for the full cost of the property. 
 
Bethany has thriving children’s and youth programs.  I’ve 
enjoyed knowing so many friends from the old church 
and made many new friends at our current church. 
 
I am proud to have Bethany as my church family! 
 

�
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By LINC Editor Ellen Whitehead 
 
On Pentecost Sunday, Pastor James 
mentioned how we need to tune into 

those God Moments that happen in our lives daily.  I 
liked hearing that.  Sometimes, I immediately know when 
I am experiencing a God Moment; but sometimes they 
are harder to ascertain. 
 
Last week I had one of those “AHA” God Moments. First, 
some background. You see, I always wanted to be a 
teacher; but I married young and didn’t go to college.  
So, I did the next best thing.  I became a secretary in a 
school.  I currently work in an Early Childhood Center 
and just love being around this age group.  Now for my 
God Moment…        
 
I volunteered to help watch our Young Five 
kindergartners while our teachers provided a luncheon 
for their parent volunteers.   After a few singing games, 
we sat down to watch a video.  I sat on the circle rug 
next to Ethan.  Ethan is a beautiful boy, adopted from 
Guatemala.  He is flourishing in his adoptive home and 
has made great strides in overcoming earlier traits laced 
with uncertainty and lack of trust.  He was extremely shy. 
 
Smiling at him, I looked into his warm brown eyes, and 
he smiled back.  Then, God spoke.   
 
“You are such a nice teacher,” he said. 
 
And for one brief God Moment, I was. 
 

�  
 
We are all teachers on this earth.  We are also all 
students.  Throughout this see-saw we call life, we need 
to remember that God sits smack dab in the center.  All 
we have to do is look.   
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1 3 7 5  H i l le r  R o a d  
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Website: www.bethanywaterford.org 
(Copies of this newsletter are available on the website) 
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����  Tender People for Tough Times ����  
 
When you need Bethany’s Pastoral Staff, for any reason 
at all, just call: 
 
  Church Office: 248-681-2130 (Fax is 248-681-9798) 

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. (Monday-Friday) 
Email: Office@bethanywaterford.org 

   Rev. James Bolin at home: 248-722-4516 
 

Being a family of faith means 
you don’t have to go it alone – CALL US! 
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To activate the Bethany Prayer Chain, call one of the 
following individuals: 
 

�  Joyce Hice – (248) 335-9026 
�  Joann Shulte – (248) 682-1109 or 
�  Church Office – (248) 681-2130 

We welcome your contributions to the LINC.  The July LINC deadline is Sunday, 
June 21.  Email articles to Ellen Whitehead at twinlakede@comcast.net or put them 
in the tray in the Church Office.  Please get articles in by the deadline.  Thanks! 


