7 - Youth Super Bowl Party at Upleger’s, 5:30 - 10:30 PM
12 - 14 3rd — 6th Grade Winter Retreat at Camp Lael
14 - Fellowship Dinner after Worship
17 - ASH WEDNESDAY:(Soup & Sandwich Dinner, 6 PM,;
Communion & Ashes Service in Sanctuary, 7 PM)

20 - Bethany Café: sittings at 5:30 PM & 7:00 PM
26 - 28 - Youth Winter Retreat at Camp Lael, Grades 7 - 12

As a meditation, | reflected on what it would feel like to live in
Haiti right now. Loved ones dead or missing. Disoriented.
My home gone. Familiar places in ruins. Hungry. Thirsty.
Worried about getting through the day. Worried about
disease. Wondering if anyone cares. Unable to take care of
myself. Overwhelmed at the disaster all around me, the
suffering all around me, the needs all around me.

You know, in a second, in the blinking of an eye, such
disaster could be mine to experience. | wonder what it
would feel like for my loved ones to suddenly be dead or
missing? We don't like to think about it. We look around
and think the world we know will always be as itis. But, it
could happen to me. An earthquake, a tornado, a
devastating storm, a terrorist attack, a horrible, horrible
accident, even something unfathomable and
incomprehensible!

Our humanity and our commitment
to Christ makes us want to respond
to alleviate the suffering in Haiti, to
help in some way. But we are here,
relatively secure, and the people in
need are . . . well they are far away.
The disaster there is only real to us
because of what we have seen on TV and on the Internet.

Jesus’ story of the Good Samaritan shows us that real
religion manifests in action, specifically in compassion. But
be careful. This parable will sting you if you bother to reflect
onit. You see, the Good Samaritan did not respond to the
injured stranger by sending a donation to the Temple so a
helping organization could be organized and prepared for
highway muggings. Here’s the sting. The Samaritan got
personally involved, made a personal effort to bind the
man’s wounds and get him somewhere safe, and personally
paid for the man’s care. Ouch!

You say, "Hey, I'm here - in Michigan. | can’t go to Haiti to
personally help. That's why | give to helping organizations,
that's why | support missionaries, that's why | pay taxes."

But you can get personally involved in two ways. First, you
can help supply and/or assemble some personal hygiene
kits that will be delivered to those affected by the disaster.

That way, you can at least handle something that will be
handled by the stranger in need down in Haiti.

Personally buy and deliver to the church some of the items
listed elsewhere in this newsletter. When you bring the
items in or help assemble the kits, say a prayer for the
person who will receive your help. "Such a little thing," you
are thinking, "in the face of such an overwhelming disaster!"
The point is that by personally getting involved, going out of
your way to help, you are showing personal compassion, in
the manner of Christ, our Lord.

Yes, of course, you should donate money. You can write a
check to "Bethany" and we will process your donation
through our ABC One Great Hour of Sharing network, so
that 100% is used to help real people in need, by those we
absolutely trust to administer help. If you write a check to
Bethany, put "Haiti" in the lower left corner.

| guess what I'm afraid of is that once the newness of the
disaster wears off, we will succumb to distractions and pass
by the stranger in Haiti who is bruised and battered and in
need. In the story, the Priest and Levite passed by. But the
Samaritan got personally involved.

| wonder what you will do?

Scripture and Sermon Titles for February

02/07 COMMUNION SUNDAY; SUPER BOWL SUNDAY
Scripture: Isaiah 43:19a; Matthew 9:16-17;
Revelation 21:5
Sermon: "New Realities!"

02/14 VALENTINE'S DAY WORSHIP & FELLOWSHIP
DINNER
Scripture: | Corinthians 13; John 13:34
Sermon: "The Love Bug"

02/17 ASH WEDNESDAY
6:00 PM - Soup & Salad Dinner
7:00 PM - Service: Communion & Ashes

02/21 1st SUNDAY OF LENT—BY HIS STRIPES: series
on relationships
Healing the Wound of "Invalidation"

02/28 2nd SUNDAY OF LENT—BY HIS STRIPES: series
on relationships
Healing the Wound of "Negative Interpretation”




Haiti Personal Hygiene Kits

We are collecting items for Personal Hygiene Kits for
distribution in Haiti. Please get involved personally. You
may pick an item to buy in bulk or bring any combination
of items. There will be a container in the Parlor to receive
these items. They will be assembled into personal
hygiene kits and sent to responsible people in Haiti who
will see to their distribution. Go out of your way to help.
By going out of your way to help, you will be personally
involved and invested just like the Good Samaritan.

Items needed for hygiene kits.

One-gallon sealed plastic bags

Hand towel 15" x 25 " up to 17" x 27" (no kitchen
towels)

Washcloths

Combs (large/sturdy, not pocket size)

Nalil file or fingernail clippers (no emery boards or
toenail clippers)

Bath-size bar of soap (3 oz. and larger)
Toothbrush (single brushes only in original wrapper)
Adhesive plastic strip sterile bandages
Toothpaste

Thank you for getting personally involved.

Does the word “Teenager” cause
you anxiety?

When you consider the teen years

are a period of intense growth, not only physically, but
morally and intellectually, it® understandable that it® a
time of confusion and upheaval for many families.

Beginning Sunday, March 7 at 9:30 AM, there will be a
helpful six-week class:

Parenting Teenagers for positive results
Communication
Attitude
Self-image
Sexuality
Media discernment
Growing spiritually

Our Deacons are offering spiritual counseling & prayer
each Sunday, upon the conclusion of Worship. The
Deacon of the Day will meet with anyone desiring
personal prayer at the front of the sanctuary by the piano.
Our Deacons are Nona Bos, Bob Hunt, & Rodger Zeller.

Booth Patterson PC.

Attorneys at Law

J. Timothy Patterson

1090 W. Huron * Waterford, MI 48328
(248) 681-1200 » Fax (248) 681-1754
tpatterson(@boothpatterson.com

VALET PARKING

We now offer Valet Parking every Sunday beginning at
10:00 AM. Just drive up under the portico and honk your
horn. A church member will come out and park your car
for you. If you are interested in joining our team of valets,
call Susan Barlow at 248-534-3799 or Jan Rowe at
248-338-0786. NOTE to MEMBERS: Please leave the
parking spaces under the basketball hoop for valet
parking.

How about a New Year® resolution to read the Bible in
one year?

Go to: http://www.ewordtoday.com/year and get a free
schedule for reading the Bible in a year. Choose from a
list of Bibles, what date to start, and the order to follow for
the readings. You can use the on-line Bible each day as
well as a commentary, or print a copy of the schedule
and use your personal Bible. Possibly team up with
someone else and hold each other accountable. Any
questions or if you need help, call Bob Hunt at
248.481.2960.

After worship on Sunday, February 14, we will have a
Fellowship Dinner. You are asked to bring a dish of food
to share (NO desserts please). The teams in charge of
set-up and clean-up are: Missions & Service.

Adult Sunday School

On Sundays, February 7, 14, & 21, the Adult Sunday
School class will engage in a video/discussion series
called: "What's So Amazing about Grace?" Come and be
blessed by this study of the power of Grace in our lives.
The class will meet in the Parlor each Sunday at our new
time of 9:15 AM. Nelson Haynes and Susan Barlow will
lead the discussion.

Bethany Linc — Page 2



On Sunday, February 14, during the Fellowship Dinner,
there will be a New Member Orientation in the Pastor’s
Study. Any interested in joining the Bethany family or
professing their faith is invited to attend.

Sunday School now begins at 9:15 AM. This will give us
a full hour of time for learning and fellowship.

Thank you!
Dear Rev. Dr. Bolin:

Thank you for the donation of $365 and gift cards valued
at $250 to Open Door Outreach Center. Your generosity
provided many smiling faces for Christmas.

As you know, this has been an especially difficult year for
many in our community. With struggling to put food on
the table every day and to keep the heat on, celebrating
Christmas was a distant dream. However, thanks to you
and others who donated, we were able to provide food
and gifts to 297 adults and children.

Thank you again for your donation. We appreciate your
support of our mission.
--Sharon A. Josephson, Executive Director

Men’s Breakfast

Calling all MEN! Come and enjoy a homemade breakfast
at Bill Maxfield’s, 8164 Vanden Dr., White Lake. After a
wonderful breakfast (prepared by Nancy), Bill will lead a
Men'’s Group Study. The next Men’s Breakfast will be on
February 20 at 8:30 AM.

On January 10, we received four new members through
baptism. Please welcome Deanna Crites, Lisa Kurajian,
McKenna Thatcher and Katie Crites.

Personal Devotions during LENT

Go to Grand Central and look for the daily devotional
booklet called "Where in the World is God? 40 Days of
Devotions for Today’s World" by Stephen J. Carter.
Pick one up and take it home. Each day, there is a
scripture and short devotion for you to read and reflect
upon. It is a spiritual discipline to take time each day to
reflect and pray. Take this opportunity to cultivate the
spiritual discipline of personal devotions by picking up a
copy of this booklet and spending 5 to 10 minutes a day
in personal prayer and reflection. Once you establish the
habit, it will become an important part of your daily
routine. This booklet and other Lenten materials will be
available beginning Sunday, February 14.

We will begin our Lenten journey
with an Ash Wednesday
Service on February 17. The
evening will begin with a soup &
salad dinner at 6:00 PM in the fellowship hall. At 7:00
PM, we will gather in the sanctuary for a service of
songs, scripture, communion, and the receiving of ashes.
The theme for Ash Wednesday is "With My Lord to
Calvary." The scripture focus will be John 12:26 -
"Whoever serves me must follow me, and where | am,
there will my servant be also. Whoever serves me, the
Father will honor." Join us for this meaningful beginning
to Lent (all ages are welcome).

March 13 - Set your clocks ahead one hour before bed!
March 14 - Fellowship Dinner after Worship
March 17 - St. Patrick’s Day
March 28 - Palm Sunday Family Service (all ages)

Our Lenten Series is called BY HIS STRIPES: Healing
Wounded Relationships. During the five Sundays of
Lent, we will examine the final week of Jesus’ life and
correlate five episodes to the five aspects of human
relationships that may need healing in our lives.

Feb. 21 - Healing the Wound of "Invalidation"

Feb. 28 - Healing the Wound of "Negative
Interpretation”

Mar. 7 - Healing the "Destructive Pattern of
Withdrawal"

Mar. 14 - Healing the Pain Caused by "Unrealistic
Expectations"

Mar. 21 - Healing your Heart through "Forgiveness &
Absolution"

Don't miss a single Sunday during Lent. Worship is at
10:30 AM.
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Adult Sunday School
Feb. 28 - Mar. 28

Dr. Al Shulte will be leading the Adult Sunday School
class for a 5-week series entitled: Viewing God and
Jesus Through Musicians’ Eyes. Class participants
will listen to musical selections dealing with God, Jesus,
and related faith topics. These selections will be drawn
from traditional and contemporary music, including folk,
soft rock, gospel, bluegrass, country, and classical. The
selections will be chosen to provide a variety of points of
view. Ample time will be provided for the members of the
class to discuss the selections and present their views.
Don't miss a single class. 9:15 AM in the Parlor.

DEACONSOFFERING
HEALING PRAYERS

On the 2nd & 4th Mondays of each month, the Pastor
and Deacons will be available in the sanctuary to offer
healing prayers for anyone who desires prayer for any
reason. An anointing with oil will be available if desired.
12:30 PM. In February: 8th & 22nd.
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You are invited to join those reading the book Someone
Knows My Name by Lawrence Hill. February 19 at 9:15
AM. We will be meeting @ Andy Pepper’s, 5700 Water
Tower Place, Clarkston, Ml 48346 (248-620-3474).
Copies of the book will be available to loan out in the
church office. Or, pick up a copy of the book at the
library or a bookstore.

There will be a meeting of the Pastoral Relations
Committee on Sunday, February 7, immediately after
Worship in the Pastor’'s Study. Members are: Roy
Langolf, Chair; Donna Stadler, Louise Aebersold, Sandy
Lewis, Jenny Martin, and Joyce Renfrow.

By Lottie Jespersen

Are you regularly checking the bulletin
across from the kitchen window for the
latest Mission News? You will find the
monthly mission concerns posted there as well as other
useful mission-related information.

We called January “Recovery Month.” Knowing that
everyone's budgets were strained from the holidays, we
asked you to “double down” on food for our pantry
shelves and to bring in any gently used winter coats that
you didn't need. As we made these plans, we were
unaware of the impending tragedy that would hit Haiti.
We asked that you give to the Haiti Earthquake Relief
through Bethany. Both the ABC and One Great Hour of
Sharing have made immediate financial response to that
country. We are collecting through the end of January
and ask that you give what you can to assist the Haitians
in their desperate time of need. Checks can be made
out to Bethany noting Haiti Relief on the memo line.

February — we will take the last “Haiti Earthquake Relief
Offering” as well as end the collection of gently-used
coats on the first Sunday in February. For the remainder
of February we would like you to bring in cans of hearty
soup. We all know how comforting a good bowl of soup
can be on a cold winter day. Help us warm up the days
of those in need by bringing in as many cans of soup as
you can. The Mission Team thanks you for your support.

Our friends at Liberty Tire & Auto Care (6485 Cooley
Lake Rd.) have established a program that gives
BETHANY families an opportunity to raise funds for
BETHANY! Beginning, Jan. 1 - they will donate 2% of
the invoice total for any repair/maintenance services
rendered on your car or truck to BETHANY! Simply
mention that you are a member of BETHANY and that
you want 2% of you invoice to be donated JUST ONE
TIME. Then, it's all automatic. Pastor James & Dave
von Behren have been taking their vehicles there for
years. For more information, call Todd at 248-681-9710.

GOODFYEAR

Liberty

Todd S. Gulich

(248) 681-9710
84856 Cooley Lake Road
Waterford, Ml 48327

www.libertytac.com
tgulich@libertytac.com
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Hates Math!!!

Interests

- Dance: ballet, jazz and hip hop for over 11 years.

- Playing the Saxophone

- Movies: Secret Life of Bees

- Music: Love Story by Taylor Swift and The Motions
by Matthew West

- Animals: monkeys!

- Texting

**
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1375 Hiller Road
W aterford, M1
48327

Website: www.bethanywaterford.org
(Copies of this newsletter are available on the website)

We welcome your contributions to the LINC. The March LINC deadline is Sunday,
February 21. Email articles to Ellen Whitehead at whitehee@clarkston.k12.mi.us or put
them in the tray in the Church Office. Please get articles in by the deadline. Thanks!

To activate the Bethany Prayer Chain, call one of the
following individuals:

Joyce Hice — (248) 335-9026

Joann Shulte — (248) 682-1109 or

Church Office — (248) 681-2130

St

Tender People for Tough Times

When you need Bethany’s Pastoral Staff, for any reason
at all, just call:

Church Office: 248-681-2130 (Fax is 248-681-9798)
Email: Office@bethanywaterford.org
Rev. James Bolin at home: 248-722-4516
Deacon Nona Bos: 248-886-8615
Deacon Bob Hunt: 248-481-2960
Deacon Rodger Zeller: 248-789-5809

Being a family of faith means
you don'’t have to go it alone — CALL US!




