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Feb. 6 - Ash Wednesday (6 PM - Soup & Salad) 

(7 PM - Pretzel Service with Communion)  
Feb. 9 - Meditation Group 

Feb. 10 - Lent Begins (Loving Relationships Series) 
Feb. 14 - Bethany Café Valentine Dinner 

Feb. 23 - Trivia Game Night, 6 PM 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters of Bethany: 
 
We all need help!  Spiritual and relational 
help!  So many marriages end in divorce (51% 
nationally).  So many existing marriages are strained 
and troubled!  In addition to this, there are differences 
between men and women that get in the way of 
establishing and maintaining good relationships! 
 
Also, many people are what I call "friend-deprived."  
Many do not have genuine and deep friendships with 
others - friendships where there is a "connection of the 
heart"!  Friendships that are mutually beneficial in terms 
of support and companionship and fun! 
 
Additionally, there are many families in trouble—families 
where interpersonal relationships among family 
members are not what they could be or should be!  The 
internal longing for family love and respect needs 
direction and strategies and commitment to bring this 
family togetherness to actuality. 
 
SO, we decided to focus on "Loving Relationships" 
during Lent.  We know that not everything that we focus 
on will speak to the needs of every person.  But we are 
convinced that the church has something to say about all 
these things and needs to present teachings and 
learnings that may be helpful to people in spiritual and 
practical ways. 
 
There are 3 small group opportunities (see inside) during 
Lent to share in a video presentation called "Survival 
Guide to Understanding Relationships."  Sharing, food, 
conversation, and discussion will all make this small 
group experience meaningful and enjoyable for you.  
Pick one and get involved for the 5 weeks of Lent. 
 
Also, we will focus our worship services during Lent on 
themes of marriage, friendship, and family.  Whether you 
feel you need this or not, the church needs to speak to 
these matters in a world where so many relationships 
are in crisis. 
 
Please pray for this initiative that it may bear fruit.  We 
truly desire for marriages, friendships, and families to 
improve and be strengthened in the hearts of many who 
are hurting, confused, or lost.  
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You are invited to come and share some Souper Bowl(s) 
of Soup & Salad at 6:00 PM and stay for an Ash 
Wednesday Service at 7:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall.  
Ash Wednesday is the day we begin our 40-day journey 
to Easter (March 23).  Ashes will be available for those 
who wish to receive them.  Do you know what Ash 
Wednesday and pretzels have in common?  Come and 
find out. 
 

Fellowship Dinner – “ Soup” er Bowl 
 

On February 10, our Small Groups/Spiritual Formation 
team is sponsoring our fellowship dinner after church.  
Please consider bringing soup or a dozen sandwiches 
for our own “Soup”er Bowl Sunday (a week later)!    
Otherwise, bring another dish to share and stay for the 
fellowship.   Also, please consider bringing in soup cans 
that day for donation to Lighthouse (box in lobby).   
 

Scripture and Sermon Titles for February 
 

02/03 COMMUNION SUNDAY; SUPER BOWL 
SUNDAY 

 Rev. Steve Lewis preaching 
 
02/06 ASH WEDNESDAY 
 6:00 PM - Soup(er) Bowl & Salads 
 7:00 PM - Ash Wednesday (Pretzel Service) 
 

Lenten Series on "Loving Relationships" Begins 
 
02/10 FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
 Sermon: "What the Bible Has to Say 
                             About Marriage!" 
 
02/17 SECOND SUNDAY IN LENT 
 Sermon: "How to Make a Good 

   Marriage Better!" 
 
02/24 THIRD SUNDAY IN LENT 
 Sermon: "How Friendship Sustains 
                             and Heals!" 
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Survival Guide to Relationships 
Ladies, what makes a guy tick? 

Men, why do gals seem so hard to understand? 
 

If you’re married, single or just confused, this is your 
roadmap to the opposite sex. After taking a humorous 
look inside the male and female brains, Dave and Ann 
Wilson reveal the missing ingredient that spells success 
or failure for every significant relationship.  A couple of 
small groups will be featuring this topic: 

 
Tuesdays 7:00 PM beginning February 5   
Home of Tim & Julie Patterson 
4675 Eddystone Circle, Clarkston 
248-623-0839 
 
Fridays 7:30 PM beginning February 1  
Home of Jon & Michelle McGregor 
3041 Silverstone Ln, Waterford 
248-745-1657 
 
If interested in attending, give the Pattersons or 
McGregors a call. 
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The Monday Small Group will meet again, beginning 
February 4.  We will be using the Small Group material 
for Lent called "Survival Guide to Understanding 
Relationships."  Come at 10:15 AM to enjoy some coffee 
or tea. 
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If you are stressed, frazzled or if your mind is out of 
control with worry or you just want to enjoy some quiet 
time—YOU are invited to the next Meditation Group 
meeting.  We will meet in the Parlor at 9:00 AM on 
Saturday, February 9.  Don’t worry - you won’t have to 
sit in the lotus position.  But you will experience a 
quieting of the mind and some tools to use everyday to 
deal with stress and worry. 
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You are welcome to join the Book Club.  We will meet 
again at Panera’s on M-59 (near Kroger) at 9:15 AM on 
Friday, February 15.  We will be discussing the novel A 
Nun in the Closet by Dorothy Gilman.  Pick up the book 
on your own, read it, and come join the fun. 
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All men and boys are invited to the Men’s Breakfast on 
Saturday, February 16 at the Green Apple Restaurant on 
Cooley Lake Road.  8:30 AM. 
 
 
 

Outreach Task Force News 
 

The Outreach Task Force has published a new church 
brochure.  This outreach tool is available for you to use 
when inviting someone to Bethany.  Give one to a friend 
or neighbor and tell them you would be happy to answer 
their questions about Bethany Church.  Pick up some of 
our new brochures at Grand Central. 
 
The Task Force will be meeting after church on February 
3 for a brief meeting.  Anyone who is interested in 
spreading the good news about our wonderful church is 
welcome to come and offer suggestions on best ways to 
promote Bethany to others. 
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Lent is the 40-day period when we prepare our 

hearts for the Easter Celebration - March 23
 

 

For 5 Sundays, We are Going to Focus on 
Loving Relationships 

 
Feb. 10 - What the Bible has to say about Marriage! 

Feb. 17 - How to make a Good Marriage Better! 
Feb. 24 - How Friendship Sustains and Heals! 

March 2 - Traits of a Healthy Family: Part I 
March 9 - Traits of a Healthy Family: Part II 

 
Devotional Materials for Lent will be available at 
Grand Central beginning Sunday, February 3. 
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March 16 - Palm Sunday (a palm branch for everyone) 
March 20 - Maundy Thursday:  

(6:00 PM Dinner; 7:00 PM Service) 
March 21 - Good Friday @ Christ Lutheran, 12 PM 

March 22 – Easter Egg Hunt (Time TBD) 
March 23 - EASTER, 10:30 AM (no Sunday School) 

March 23 - "One Month to Live" Kickoff 
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Martin Luther King Jr. 
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Need help with Spring Cleaning?   

Rent-A-Youth can help! 
Call Michelle at 248-681-2130 

to set an appointment. 
 
Youth availability varies.  Payment based on work done 
(average recommended payment @ $5-$8 per hour) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Proceeds to go to individual youth’s activity fund 
(mission trips, camps, conferences). 
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Do you want to spend quality time with your family? 
Do you like watching movies together? 
 
Visit Bethany’s new Family Friendly Movie basket! 
Check out a movie, receive popcorn and candy. 
Each movie is meaningful and includes discussions to 
get your family talking!  Available at Family Central in the 
Parlor. 
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Youth Group (Grades 6-12) 
Date:  February 8-10 
Cost:  $75  

RSVP BY JANUARY 20 
PAY BY FEBRUARY 8 
 
Grades 4 & 5 
Date:  February 15-17 
Cost:  $75  

RSVP BY FEBRUARY 3 
PAY BY FEBRUARY 15 
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Come enjoy a full weekend with your family!  See 
Michelle McGregor for registration details.  Camp Lael©s 
web:  www.camplael.com  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Bethany Café Valentine Dinner  
Thursday, February 14 

Dining Times:  5:30 pm & 7:30 pm 
Proceeds will go toward Youth Mission Trip 

 
Bring the person/people you love to a delicious meal 
with no waiting!  We also need volunteers to help make 
this event successful (cooking, set up, clean up).  See 
Michelle McGregor if you can help!  Thanks! 
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By Amy Nelson 

 
Tickets are now on sale!  The Family Team will be 
hosting the Second Annual Bethany Trivia Night.  It is a 
great night of fellowship, food, fun and trivia!  There will 
be 50/50 drawings, a prize for the best table display and 
a prize for the winning team.  All proceeds go toward the 
Family Team’s Faith Milestone program where we 
provide the youth in our church with various items 
important in their journey as a Christian. 
 
Date:  Saturday, February 23 
Time:  6:00 PM 
Cost:  $15.00 per person 
 
Teams consist of 6 to 8 people.  If you are interested in 
hosting a table, please see Mary Morgan or Amy Nelson.  
Tickets can be purchased at Grand Central. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SCRIP TIP 
 

Thanks for making 2007 a great start-up year for our 
Scrip Program!  We reached our goal of $5,000 and we 
can do even better in 2008.  This program is FREE 
MONEY for Bethany.   
 
All it takes is a little planning on your part.  Say you are 
going to take your honey out to dinner for his/her 
birthday.  Check out our Scrip listing (available at Grand 
Central) and one week before the big date, choose the 
restaurant of your choice and order your gift card (see 
Joyce Hice, Amy Nelson or Julie Patterson before or 
after church).  Not only will you make your honey happy, 
a percentage of your purchase makes Bethany happy!  
You can always check out the hundreds of companies 
who participate in Scrip at www.glscrip.com. 
   

* Work they can do: 
- Yard work   
- Gardening 
- Basic housecleaning 
- Babysitting  
- Pet walking 
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When I approach a child, he inspires in me two 
sentiments; tenderness for what he is, and respect 

for what he may become. – Louis Pasteur 
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SENIOR CORNER 
By Rodger Zeller 

 
I would like you to think about your Christian faith. What 
difference does it make in your life away from the 
church? There is a tendency among many people to 
compartmentalize their life. They make their Christian 
faith a part of their private life, but they don©t carry that 
over to their public life. A common term for that is being 
a "Sunday Christian."  Would your friends or co-workers 
be shocked to find out that you were a Christian? 
 
If you are a Christian then you want to please and serve 
God. You will begin to evaluate the books you read, TV 
shows you watch, movies you attend, and the way you 
talk by asking yourself if they are pleasing to God. 
 
I am convinced that if more Christians practiced their 
faith actively and daily that it could have a profound 
affect on our culture and society. For example, if most 
Christians were to stop watching the vulgar and profane 
TV shows then most of them would be dropped. 
 
Stop being a "Sunday Christian" and start being a 24/7 
Christian. Live out your Christian faith in tangible ways. 
Make God a part of your daily decision-making process 
and see the amazing things that God can accomplish 
through your life. 
 

Offer  for  Home Repairs 
 
Remember when we had our church’s roof repaired last 
year?  Remember when the company “sprung a leak” 
into the church?  Well, they felt so bad they offered 
church members a nice discount on home repairs to 
make it up to us!  They do tree-related services 
(removal, trimming, stump grinding, brush pile disposal), 
new roof installation or upgrading roof vents, storm 
repairs, gutter replacement and more.  If you are 
interested, please contact Lon Fall. 
 

Thanks from Camp Lael 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
Happy New Year!  Thank you for your recent gift of $250 
to the ministry of Camp Lael.  Financial support from 
people just like you is important to the success of our 
camping ministry!  Surely, the young people who will be 
attending our 2008 programs at camp will be blessed by 
your generosity—James A. Davis, Resident Director 
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By LINC Editor Ellen Whitehead 
 
On January 21, Bethany held its 
annual meeting.  Business 
meetings are a necessary part of 

any organization (as much as we’d probably all have to 
admit we’d rather be doing something else, like having a 
root canal).  But, they are important and Bethany tends 
to run friendly and organized (i.e., short) meetings.  Our 
Annual Report, was distributed (if you didn’t get a copy, 
check with the office) and Jon McGregor reviewed the 
budget.  Pastor James also outlined our vision for 2008: 
 

·  Continue to strengthen our youth/children’s ministry 
·  Continue to strengthen our team concept and 

encourage members to join a team 
·  Expand our outreach and in-reach by reaching out to 

others & looking inward to improve our walk with God. 
 
Bethany offers so many opportunities to enrich our 
spiritual life and act out our Christian faith!  I’m excited 
for the year ahead—how about you? 
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Our church secretary Joyce Maman had her hours cut 
last year as part of our expense adjustments.  One item 
that she could use some help with is recording 
attendance information from the pew pad sheets 
collected each Sunday.  We have a software program 
that makes it simple.  This information is used to keep 
our Membership Rolls up-to-date.  It doesn’t have to be 
done every Sunday; once a month for an hour should do 
it.  Could you help?  If so, please let Pastor James or 
Ellen Whitehead know.   
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Kathy and Steve Lewis are moving south to sunny 
Georgia.  They want to be closer to their children and 
grandchildren.  Can you blame them? 
 
The Lewises have contributed to Bethany in so many 
ways—from Kathy’s sweet solos to Steve’s powerful 
sermons.  Their God-given talents and Christian faith 
truly represent what Bethany is all about. 
 
We wish to extend our thanks and best wishes for their 
wonderful new journey.  There is one lucky church in 
Georgia that will be welcoming Kathy and Steve with 
open arms!  It has been difficult to say goodbye.  Let’s 
send them off with this benediction (as Pastor James 
often asked Steve to do for us each Sunday): 
 
"May the LORD bless you and keep you; May the LORD 
make His face shine upon you, and be gracious to you; 
May the LORD lift up His countenance upon you, and 
give you peace."©   Numbers 6:24-26 

�  “ Basic Bible Fact”  for February  �  
 

Please help our children and youth learn the following Basic 
Bible Facts during the month of February: 
Q. Where do you find the 10 Commandments?  
A. Exodus 20: 1-17 
Q. Who received the 10 Commandments from God? 
A. Moses 
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1 3 7 5  H i l le r  R o a d  
W a t e r f o r d ,  M I  
4 8 3 2 7  

 
Website: www.bethanywaterford.org 
(Copies of this newsletter are available on the website) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
�
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 

����  Tender People for Tough Times ����  
 
When you need Bethany’s Pastoral Staff, for any reason 
at all, just call: 
 
  Church Office: 248-681-2130 (Fax is 248-681-9798) 

9:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. (Monday-Friday) 
Email: Office@bethanywaterford.org 

   Rev. James Bolin at home: 248-722-4516 
 

Being a family of faith means 
you don’t have to go it alone – CALL US! 
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To activate the Bethany Prayer Chain, call one of the 
following individuals: 
 

�  Joyce Hice – (248) 335-9026 
�  Joann Shulte – (248) 682-1109 or 
�  Church Office – (248) 681-2130 

We welcome your contributions to the LINC.  The March LINC deadline is Sunday, 
February 24.  Email articles to Ellen Whitehead at twinlakede@comcast.net or put them in 
the tray in the Church Office.  Please get articles in by the deadline.  Thanks! 


